
Sapodilla Plant Care Instructions

The perfect time for growing sapodilla is during late summer and early autumn. It grows well
in humid or arid environments.

Planting

Place the plant upright, bury the roots properly, and pack it with soil. Spread a fine layer of
compost over the soil as this will work as a mulch for the young tree. Water the plant evenly,
avoiding stems and leaves. Use a bamboo stick or wooden stake to give support to the
growing tree.

Container Size

If your climate is marginal, consider growing the tree in a container to a larger size. This way
it can be moved to protect from cold while young. Similarly a plastic sheet and some stakes
can be used to make an effective shield from frost during winter for the first few years.
Take an 18-24 inches diameter pot with drainage holes. Wooden boxes and whiskey barrels
can also be used.

Location

For the tree’s best growth and fruit production, choose a site that gets plenty of bright
sunlight. The location must also be free of any other trees as sapodillas may get large if not
pruned to keep their size in check.

Soil

Use organically rich, well-draining, and fertile soil. If you are using garden soil for growing
sapodilla trees, blend it with equal amounts of sand and perlite. The pH of the soil should be
around 6 to 8.

Pruning

If you notice young trees to be leggy with fewer lower branches, prune the top part. This will
induce lateral bud break on the lower trunk. As the tree matures, you will only have to prune
out the damaged, diseased branches or dead wood. Do not cut out the lower branches. Keep
the height to about 10-14 feet.



Mulching

Mulching helps in maintaining the moisture of the soil and protects the roots in freezing
temperatures. Mulch with a 3-5-inch layer of bark or wood chips. For fully grown trees, keep
the mulch 8-12 inches away from the bark.

Fertilizer

Feed the plant with an all-purpose, 5-5-5 fertilizer, every 8-10 weeks during the first year. It
will provide nutrients. For well-established trees, use 2.5 to 5.0 lbs of fertilizer 2 to 3 times a
year. Apply it at the base of the tree.

Sapodilla thrive in tropical, subtropical and even warm temperate climates. Mature trees can
withstand temperatures of 26° to 28°F for several hours. Young trees are more tender and can
be killed by 30°F. Trees are highly wind tolerant and can take salt spray.
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