
Pine Nut  Care Instructions

Pine nut trees take a long time to produce but look at it as planting a food source that will
produce for years to come.

Due to their size, pine nut trees don’t suit containers. They have very long taproots.
Plant in full sun to partial shade. Seedlings and saplings need more sun than shade and will
grow slower if they don’t get enough. Pines make good windbreaks and suit permaculture
and food forests.

The pH requirement for pine nuts varies between types but sits in the range of 5.1 to 7.5. The
plant can be difficult to transplant because of its deep taproot. If grown for nut production,
plant at least two different varieties for best cross-pollination. Nut production can be sparse in
the northern part of its growing range, particularly when spring is late and summer is cool.
May be grown from seeds however, like many nut trees, they can sometimes take a few years
before they bear any nuts.

Soil: They need a fertile soil that's deep and fertile with a fine texture.
Maintenance: Train to a single leader and remove any irregular growth.
This is best done in winter, when it's dormant.
These trees prefer to be planted out when they're still quite young

Planting Seedlings
When you plant your seedlings, make sure the hole you dig is straight down, rather than off
to one side. This is to make sure the main taproot heads straight down and not at an angle.
Plant at least two of the same variety, so they help each other fertilize. Most pine nut trees are
self-fertile, but a solo tree will take much longer to grow the cones, and there will be less to
harvest. Plant 15 feet apart for a wind break. Plant 30 feet apart as stand-alone tree.

Caring for your Seedlings
Pines are one tree that doesn’t take too much labour from you while they grow.

Fertilizer
Make sure you dig in good quality organic fertilizer before planting. Once you have planted
the seedlings, apply a thick layer of mulch.

Water
Water well so the soil doesn’t dry out when the saplings are young. Reduce water as these
trees get older. They’re quite tolerant of drought.



Pruning
Prune pine nut trees depending on the size. When they’re small, let the lower branches on the
tree grow.

As the tree grows (after a year or so), prune the lower branches so you can get under to weed
or mow. The main pruning tip is never to prune more than a third of the tree in any season.
Although stone pine is hardy down to 14°F (-10°C), young specimens are vulnerable to
freezing
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