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What experts say about this book!

GRE Verbal Reasoning Supreme: Study Guide with Practice Questions is a work 
of non-fiction in the education genre. It is suitable for all ages of learners and is 
a comprehensive textbook to help students undertaking the GRE prepare for the 
Verbal Reasoning section of the exam. The practice questions and complete verbal 
tests effectively simulate the real exam by covering a multitude of potential subjects 
and the answers provided include explanations to help you understand why the 
possible responses are correct and what you need to take away from them.

The team at Vibrant Publishers have done a fantastic job when creating this highly 
effective guidebook. As an educator myself, I always value the inclusion of clear 
and concise language which can help students to learn, but also to empower and 
teach themselves where their education systems may have fallen short. It’s safe to 
say that this guide fills in all the essential gaps one might require when practicing 
Verbal Reasoning, but it elevates this advice with additional features such as logical 
and easy-to-refer-to organization, as well as a perky and inspirational narrative 
tone to keep students motivated through tough times. The extensive preparation 
question section would be worth getting this guide alone, not to mention the 
explicit explanation of guidelines and insider tips on what examiners are really 
looking for. Overall, I would certainly recommend GRE Verbal Reasoning Supreme: 
Study Guide with Practice Questions as a catch-all guide for teachers, tutors, and 
especially students looking to hone and perfect their skills before the big exam.

– K.C. Finn,
Readers Favourite

GRE Verbal Reasoning Supreme: Study Guide with Practice Questions is an 
outstanding resource to help prepare anyone for the GRE test. With all the 
questions, tips, and practice tests, this book is a must-have.

– Carlene Morrison,
Independence County Library
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The Graduate Record Examinations (GRE) General Test, while previously required for admission 
to most graduate programs, is now a part of a larger picture. A strong GRE score can provide 
evidence of strong scholarship on an application. This book is designed to prepare students for the 

GRE General Test. The GRE revised General Test was renamed in 2016 and is now known as the GRE General 
Test, but the content and scoring of the test remain the same. Note that some graduate programs require 
applicants to take specialized GRE Subject Tests which will not be covered in this book. Before preparing to 
take the GRE, please review the admissions criteria for the programs that you are interested in applying to 
so that you know whether you need to take subject tests in addition to the GRE General Test. To learn more 
about subject tests, visit the Subject Tests section at ets.org.

The GRE General Test is not designed to measure your knowledge of specific fields. It does not measure 
your ability to be successful in your career or even in school. It does, however, give a reasonably accurate 
indication of your capabilities in certain key areas for graduate-level work, such as your ability to understand 
complex written material, your understanding of basic mathematics, your ability to interpret data, and your 
capacity for reasoning and critical thinking. By using this book to prepare for the GRE General Test, you will 
not only improve your chances of scoring well on the test, you will also help to prepare yourself for graduate-
level study.

Format of the GRE General Test

The GRE General Test is offered as a computer-delivered test throughout the year. Post-Covid, ETS 
provides test-takers with the option to take the test from home. 

Whether you are taking the GRE General Test at the testing center or at home, the format of the test will 
essentially be the same. The GRE General Test At Home follows the same format as the computer-delivered 
version of the GRE General Test. The test consists of three main components: Analytical Writing, Verbal 
Reasoning, and Quantitative Reasoning. The total time for the test will be about 3 hours 45 minutes. 

The first section of the test is always the Analytical Writing component which is broken into two sections. 
In the first section, you will be asked to write an argumentative essay that takes a position on an issue of 
general interest. In the second section, you will be asked to analyze an argument for logical validity and 
soundness. You will be given 30 minutes for each section.

The remainder of the test will be split between sections devoted to Verbal Reasoning and Quantitative 
Reasoning. There will be two sections devoted to Verbal Reasoning, and another two devoted to Quantitative 
Reasoning. You will be given 30 minutes to complete each section of Verbal Reasoning and 35 minutes to 
complete each section of Quantitative Reasoning. Each section will contain 20 questions. At any point during 
the test, you may be given an unscored section on either Verbal or Quantitative Reasoning; since this section 
will not be identified, it is important that you try your best at all times. Also, it is possible that you will be 
asked to complete a research section that will allow ETS to test the efficacy of new questions. If you are given 
a research section, it will appear at the end of your General Test. Unscored and research sections may vary in 
the number of questions and time allotted.
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Outline of the GRE General Test

The Verbal Reasoning and Quantitative Reasoning sections of the GRE General Test are  section-level 
adaptive. This means that the computer will adapt the test to your performance. Since there are two sections 
each for Verbal Reasoning and Quantitative Reasoning, the difficulty of the second section will depend on 
how well you did in the first section. The overall format of the GRE General Test will be as follows:

Component Number of Questions Time Allowed

Analytical Writing
(2 sections)

1 Analyze an Issue
1 Analyze an Argument

30 minutes
30 minutes

Verbal Reasoning
(2 sections)

20 questions per section 30 minutes per section

Quantitative Reasoning
(2 sections)

20 questions per section 35 minutes per section

Unscored Section Variable Variable

Research Section Variable Variable

Total Time: 3 hours 45 minutes

Note that the GRE General Test At Home follows the same format as the computer-delivered version of the 
GRE General Test.

While taking the GRE General Test, here are some things to remember:

a) You can review and preview questions within a section, allowing you to budget your time to 
deal with the questions that you find most difficult.

b) You will be able to mark questions within a section and return to them later. This means that 
if you find a question especially difficult, you will be able to move on to other questions and 
return to the one that you had trouble with, provided that you stay within the time limit for the 
section.

c) You will be able to change or edit your answers within a section. This means that if you realize 
that you made a mistake, you can go back and correct yourself provided you stay within the 
time limit for the section.

d) You will have an on-screen calculator during the Quantitative Reasoning portions of the test, 
allowing you to quickly complete any necessary computations.



GRE Verbal Reasoning Supreme: Study Guide with Practice Questions 

www.vibrantpublishers.com

4

The following section will briefly introduce the three main components of the GRE General Test.

Analytical Writing Assessment

The first section of the GRE General Test is the Analytical Writing Assessment. This component of the GRE 
is designed to test your ability to use basic logic and critical reasoning to make and assess arguments. The 
Analytical Writing Assessment is broken into two assignments, each of which must be completed within 30 
minutes. In the first assignment, you will be asked to develop a position on an issue of general interest. You 
will be given an issue and a prompt with some specific instructions on how to approach the assigned issue. 
You will be expected to take a position on the issue and then write a clear, persuasive, and logically sound 
essay defending your position in correct English. You will be assessed based on your ability to effectively 
defend your positions with supporting evidence and valid reasoning, your skill in organizing your thoughts, 
and your command of English. In the second assignment, you will be presented with a passage in which the 
author sketches an argument for their position on an issue. Here, you will be expected to write an essay that 
critically evaluates their argument in terms of the evidence they use and the logical validity of their reasoning. 
You will be assessed based on your ability to parse the author’s argument and effectively point out the 
strengths and weaknesses of their reasoning using good organization and correct English.

Task Time Allowed Answer Format

Analyze an Issue 30 minutes
Short essay on an issue of general interest that clearly 
and carefully addresses the prompt

Analyze an      
Argument

30 minutes
Short essay that analyzes another person’s argument 
for validity, soundness, and supporting evidence

The Analytical Writing assessment tests your ability to:

 �  Coherently develop complex ideas

 �  Write in a focused, organized manner

 �  Identify relevant evidence and use it to support your claims

 �  Critically evaluate another person’s argument for clarity and effectiveness

 �  Command the elements of standard written English

Verbal Reasoning
The Verbal Reasoning portion of the GRE assesses your reading comprehension, your ability to draw 

inferences to fill in missing information, and your vocabulary. You will be given two sections on Verbal 
Reasoning, each consisting of 20 questions and lasting 30 minutes. Verbal Reasoning questions on the 
GRE General Test are mostly multiple-choice and will be drawn from the following three types: Reading 
Comprehension, Text Completion, and Sentence Equivalence. Reading Comprehension questions will ask 
you to read a short passage several paragraphs long, and then answer questions about the passage. Text 
Completion questions will have a short passage with 1-3 blanks which you will need to fill in by choosing the 
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best of several multiple-choice options. The Sentence Equivalence section will ask you to fill in the blank in a 
passage using the two words that will complete the sentence in such a way that the meaning will be as similar 
as possible. 

Time Question Type Answer Format

You will have 30 
minutes to complete 
the entire section, 
which will include a 
mixture of different 
question types

Reading 
Comprehension

Multiple choice: select one answer choice
Multiple choice: select one or more answer choices
Highlight a section of text

Text Completion
Multiple choice: fill in one or more blanks to 
complete the text

Sentence 
Equivalence

Multiple choice: select the two options that produce 
two sentences with the most similar meanings

The Verbal Reasoning section tests your ability to:

 �  Comprehend, interpret and analyze complex passages in standard written English

 �  Apply sophisticated vocabulary in context

 �  Draw inferences about the meaning and authorial intent based on written material

Quantitative Reasoning

The Quantitative Reasoning section of the GRE evaluates your ability to use basic mathematics, read 
and interpret graphs and figures and engage in basic reasoning involving math and numbers. You will be 
given two sections on Quantitative Reasoning with 20 questions in each section. You will have 35 minutes to 
complete each section. There are two basic question types, multiple-choice and numerical entry. For multiple-
choice questions, you will be asked to choose the best answer or answers from several possibilities; for 
numerical entry questions, you will be asked to enter a numerical answer from your own calculations. Some 
questions will be designed to test your knowledge of basic algebra and geometry; others will be designed to 
test your ability to read and interpret different presentations of data. 

Time Question Type Answer Format

You will have 35 
minutes to complete 
the entire section, 
which will include a 
mixture of different 
question types

Multiple Choice
Select one answer choice
Select one or more answer choices

Numeric Entry
Solve the problem through calculation and enter a 
numeric value

Quantitative 
Comparison

Evaluate two quantities to decide whether one is 
greater than the other, whether they are equal, or 
whether a relationship cannot be determined

Data 
Interpretation

Multiple choice: choose the best answer or answers
Numeric entry: enter a value
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The Quantitative Reasoning section tests your ability to:

 �  Use mathematical tools such as basic arithmetic, geometry, algebra and statistics

 � Understand, interpret and analyze quantitative information

 �  Apply basic mathematical and data interpretation skills to real-world information and problems

On-screen Calculator

x

0.

MR MC M+ ( )

7 8 9

4 5 6

1 2 3

+ 0 .- =+

÷ C

CE+

– √
–

Transfer Display

Display

Open parenthesis

Close parenthesis

Divide

Clear

Multiply

Clear Entry

Subtract

Square root

Add

Equals

Memory Recall

Memory Clear

Memory Sum

Decimal

Positive/Negative

Transfer Display

The on-screen calculator in the GRE is a handy tool for you to make computations faster. However, you 
should only use the calculator for complex equations that will take a longer time to do manually such as 
square roots, addition, subtraction, and multiplication of numbers with several digits.

Guidelines for using the on-screen calculator

 �  The on-screen calculator follows the order of operations (PEMDAS). This means that it computes 
equations in the following order - parentheses, exponentiation (including square roots), multiplication 
and division (left to right), addition and subtraction (left to right). So, for an equation like 2 + 3 * 6, the 
on-screen calculator will give the answer 20 but some calculators will give the answer 30 as they first 
add 2 and 3 and get 5 which is multiplied by 6 to get the final answer 30.

 �  The Transfer Display button will be useful for Numeric Entry questions. The button will transfer 
the number on your calculator display to the numeric entry answer box. But remember to check the 
transferred answer as sometimes you may be required to round up your answer; adjust it accordingly.

 � The Memory Recall (MR), Memory Clear (MC), and Memory Sum (M+) buttons work as per normal 
calculators.
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Registering for the GRE 

Before you register to take the GRE, be sure to consider your schedule and any special accommodations 
that you may need. Be aware that the availability of testing dates may vary according to your location. Be 
sure to give yourself plenty of time to prepare for the GRE and be sure that you know the deadlines for score 
reporting and application deadlines for all the schools you are applying to. For general information about 
deadlines and the GRE, visit the GRE section at ets.org. For more information on how to register for the GRE, 
visit the Register for the GRE section at ets.org. For information on special accommodations for disabled 
students, visit the Disabilities or Health-related Needs section on ets.org.

If you are taking the GRE General Test At Home, there are certain equipment, environment, and testing 
space requirements that you need to fulfill before you can start the registration process. For more information 
on these requirements, read the At Home Testing section on ets.org. 

How the GRE General Test is Scored

Scoring for the Analytical Writing Section

In the Analytical Writing section, you will be scored on a scale of 0-6 in increments of 0.5. The Analytical 
Writing measure emphasizes your ability to engage in reasoning and critical thinking over your facility with 
the finer points of grammar. The highest scores of 5.5-6.0 are given to work that is generally superior in every 
respect - sustained analysis of complex issues, coherent argumentation, and excellent command of the English 
language. The lowest scores of 0.0-0.5 are given to work that is completely off-topic or so poorly composed as 
to be incoherent.

Scoring for the Verbal and Quantitative Reasoning Sections 

The Verbal and Quantitative Reasoning sections are now scored on a scale of 130-170 in 1-point 
increments.

General Strategies for Taking the GRE

There are strategies you can apply that will greatly increase your odds of performing well on the GRE. The 
following is a list of strategies that will help to improve your chances of performing well on the GRE:

 � Review basic concepts in math, logic, and writing.

 � Work through the test-taking strategies offered in this book.

 � Work through mock GRE tests until you feel thoroughly comfortable with the types of questions you 
will see.
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 � As you are studying for the GRE, focus your energy on the types of questions that give you the most 
difficulty.

 � Learn to guess wisely. For many of the questions in the Verbal and Quantitative Reasoning Sections, 
the correct answer is in front of you - you only need to correctly identify it. Especially for questions that 
you find difficult, you should hone your ability to dismiss the options that are clearly wrong and make 
an educated guess about which one is right.

 � Answer every question. You won’t lose any points for choosing the wrong answer, so even a wild 
guess that might or might not be right is better than no answer at all.

Preparing for Test Day and Taking the GRE

How you prepare for the test is completely up to you and will depend on your own test-taking 
preferences and the amount of time you can devote to studying for the test. At the very least, before you 
take the test, you should know the basics of what is covered on the test along with the general guidelines for 
taking the GRE. This book is designed to provide you with the basic information you need and give you the 
opportunity to prepare thoroughly for the GRE General Test. 

Although there is no set way to prepare for the GRE, as a general rule you will want to:

 � Learn the basics about the test - what is being tested, the format, and how the test is administered.

 � Familiarize yourself with the specific types of questions that you will see on the GRE General Test.

 � Review skills such as basic math, reading comprehension, and writing.

 � Learn about test-taking strategies.

 � Take a mock GRE test to practice applying your test-taking skills to an actual test.

Remember, you don’t need to spend an equal amount of time on each of these areas to do well on the GRE 
- allot your study time to your own needs and preferences. Following are some suggestions to help you make 
the final preparations for your test, and help you through the test itself.

Preparing for Test Day

 � In the time leading up to your test, practice, then practice some more. Practice until you are confident 
with the material.

 � Know when your test is, and when you need to be at the testing center or in front of your computer at 
home. 

 � Make a “practice run” to your testing center, so that you can anticipate how much time you will need 
to allow to get there. For the At Home test, make sure to sign in at least 15 minutes before the test.
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 � Understand the timing and guidelines for the test and plan accordingly. Remember that you are not 
allowed to eat or drink while taking the GRE, although you will be allowed to snack or drink during 
some of the short breaks during testing. Plan accordingly.

 � Know exactly what documentation you will need to bring with you to the testing center. If you are 
testing at home, you will have to provide a valid government-issued identification document as well.

 � Relax, especially on the day or night before your test. If you have studied and practiced wisely, you 
will be well prepared for the test. You may want to briefly glance over some test preparation materials 
but cramming the night before will not be productive.

 � Eat well and get a good night’s sleep. You will want to be well-rested for the test.

The Test Day

 � Wake up early to give yourself plenty of time to eat a healthy breakfast, gather the necessary 
documentation, pack a snack and a water bottle, and make it to the testing center well before your test 
is scheduled to start.

 � Have confidence: You’ve prepared well for the test, and there won’t be any big surprises. You may not 
know the answers to some questions, but the format will be exactly like what you’ve been practicing.

 � While you are taking the test, don’t panic. The test is timed, and students often worry that they will run 
out of time and miss too many questions. The sections of the test are designed so that many students 
will not finish them, so don’t worry if you don’t think you can finish a section on time. Just try to 
answer as many questions as you can, as accurately as possible.

 � If there’s a question you’re not sure of, don’t panic—the GRE test allows you to skip and return to 
questions when you are ready, so take advantage of that. Remember, the value of each easy question is 
the same as the hard questions!

 � Remember the strategies and techniques that you learn from this book and apply them wherever 
possible.

Frequently Asked Questions

General Questions

What changes have been made to the GRE General Test post Covid-19?

Due to Covid-19 restrictions, test-takers are now able to take the GRE General Test at home. Content and 
scoring have remained the same. Study materials that reference the GRE General Test are still valid and may 
be used for test preparation.
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Can I take the GRE test at home?

Yes. ETS now provides students with the option to take the test from home. If your local test centers are 
closed or you prefer a familiar testing environment, you can take the GRE from home. You will have to check 
the equipment, environment, and testing-space requirements for the at-home test and whether it’s an option 
for you. For detailed information on the requirements for the home test, check the At Home Testing section at 
ets.org.

Are there any changes in the format and content of the GRE test due to COVID-19?

No. The format and content of the GRE General Test remains the same. 

How do I get ready to take the GRE General Test?

To take the GRE General Test, there are several steps you’ll need to take:

 � Find out what prospective graduate/professional programs require: Does the program you’re interested 
in require additional testing beyond the GRE General Test? What is the deadline for receipt of scores?

 � Sign up for a test date. You need to sign up for any GRE testing. Act in a timely manner so that you 
have plenty of time to prepare and are guaranteed that your scores will be sent and received on time. 
For the in-center test, testing dates are much more restricted, so if you know that you will need to take 
the GRE General Test at the center, make arrangements well in advance of the application deadline 
for your program. There are additional requirements if you’re taking the test at home, so make sure to 
check the requirements well in advance.

 � Use resources provided by ETS and Vibrant Publishers to familiarize yourself with the format of the 
GRE and the types of questions you will face. Even if you are confident about taking the test, it is 
essential to prepare for the test.

Does the GRE General Test measure my proficiency in specific subject areas?

No. The GRE General Test is designed to measure general proficiency in reading, critical reasoning, and 
working with data, all abilities that are critical to graduate work. However, you won’t be tested on your 
knowledge of any specific field.

Where can I get additional information on the GRE General Test?

Educational Testing Service (ETS), the organization that administers the GRE, has an informative website 
entirely devoted to information about the test at the GRE section at ets.org. There, you can find links that 
further explain how to sign up for testing, fees, score reporting and much more.

Preparing for the Test

How should I start to prepare for the test?

The first thing you should do is thoroughly familiarize yourself with the format of the GRE General Test. 
Read about each section of the test, how many questions are there per section, and the required format for 
answers. You can find general information about the structure of the test earlier in this chapter.
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How do I prepare for the questions I will be asked on the GRE General Test?

There are plenty of resources by Vibrant Publishers, including this book to help you prepare for the 
questions you will face on the GRE General Test. A list of books is provided at the beginning of this book. For 
the most updated list, you may visit the Test Prep Series section on www.vibrantpublishers.com.

How much should I study/practice for the GRE?

Study and practice until you feel comfortable with the test. Practice, practice and practice some more until 
you feel confident about test day!!

Are there additional materials I can use to get even more practice?

Yes. ETS offers a free full-length practice test that can be downloaded from the GRE section at ets.org. 
Also, after you have signed up for testing through ETS, you are eligible for some further test preparation 
materials free of additional charge.

Test Content

How long is the GRE General Test?

The overall testing time is about 3 hours and 45 minutes.

What skills does the GRE test?

In general, the GRE is designed to test your proficiency in certain key skills that you will need for 
graduate-level study. More specifically:

 � The Analytical Writing section tests your ability to write about complex ideas in a coherent, focused 
fashion as well as your ability to command the conventions of standard written English, provide and 
evaluate relevant evidence, and critique other points of view.

 � The Verbal Reasoning section is an assessment of your ability to understand, interpret and analyze 
complex passages, use reasoning to draw inferences about written material, and use sophisticated 
vocabulary in context.

 � The Quantitative Reasoning section is an assessment of basic, high school-level mathematical skills 
and knowledge, as well as your ability to analyze and interpret data

What level of math is required for the Quantitative Reasoning section?

You will be expected to know high school level math - arithmetic, and basic concepts in algebra and 
geometry. You will also be expected to be able to analyze and interpret data presented in tables and graphs.
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Scoring and Score Reporting

How are the sections of the GRE General Test scored?

The GRE General Test is scored as follows:

 � The scores of the Verbal Reasoning section are done in 1-point increments on a scale of 130-170.

 � The scores of the Quantitative Reasoning section are done in 1-point increments on a scale of 130-170.

 � The scores of the Analytical Writing section are done in increments of 0.5 on a scale of 0-6.

When will my score be reported?

It depends on which version of the test you are taking, and also when you decide to take the GRE General 
Test. In general, scores for the computer-based version of the test are reported within two weeks; for the 
paper-based test, they are reported within six weeks. Check the GRE section at ets.org for updates on score 
reporting and deadlines.

When will my score be reported?

It depends on when you decide to take the GRE General Test. In general, scores for the test are reported 
in 10-15 days. You can find your scores in your official ETS account.  An email notification from ETS is 
sent when the test scores are made available. ETS will also send an official Institution Score Report to the 
institutions you’ve chosen to send the test scores to.

Check the GRE section at ets.org for updates on score reporting and deadlines.

How long will my scores be valid?

Your score for the GRE General Test will remain valid for five years.

Other Questions

Do business schools accept the GRE instead of the GMAT?

An increasing number of business schools accept the GRE as a substitute for the more standard test for 
admission to an MBA program, the GMAT. Before you decide to take the GRE instead of the GMAT, make 
sure that the programs you are interested in applying to will accept the GRE. You can find a list of business 
schools that currently accept the GRE in the GRE section at ets.org.

How is the GRE administered?

The GRE is administered continuously year-round at designated testing centers, where you can take the 
test free from distraction in a secure environment that discourages cheating. The GRE Test At Home is also 
available for those who are more comfortable in a familiar environment. For information on testing centers in 
your area and important dates, visit the GRE section at ets.org.  
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I have a disability that requires me to ask for special accommodation while taking the test - what sort of 
accommodation is offered?

ETS does accommodate test-takers with disabilities. For information on procedures, visit the  GRE 
Disabilities and Health-related Needs section at ets.org.

Will there be breaks during testing?

Yes. You will be given an optional 10-minute break after the third section of the test and one-minute breaks 
between the remaining sections. 

Will I be given scratch paper?

Yes. The test administrator will provide you with scratch paper to use during the test, which has to be 
returned to the testing center staff without any pages missing.

For the At Home test, you cannot use regular notepaper. You may use either of the following materials:

 � One small desktop whiteboard with an erasable marker.

 � A sheet of paper placed inside a transparent sheet protector. You can write on this with an erasable 
marker.

At the end of the test, you will need to show the proctor that all notes you took during the test have been 
erased.

Should I bring a calculator to the test?

No. There will be an on-screen calculator for you to use.  
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The  Verbal Reasoning component of the GRE is designed to evaluate your skill at reading, 
interpreting, and analyzing sentences and passages written in standard English. The GRE 
General Test will have two Verbal Reasoning sections of about 20 questions each. You will have 

30 minutes to complete each section. Each section will consist of three distinct types of questions: Reading 
Comprehension, Text Completion, and Sentence Equivalence. This chapter will provide an overview of the 
types of questions you will face on the Verbal Reasoning portion of the GRE and list some general techniques 
and strategies for approaching Verbal Reasoning questions. In addition, it gives a more detailed look at each 
type of question, providing worked examples with in-depth explanations and strategies.

 � The Verbal Reasoning portion of the GRE features three distinct question types: Reading 
Comprehension, Text Completion, and Sentence Equivalence.

 � Text Completion and Sentence Equivalence will be in multiple-choice format; Reading Comprehension 
will consist of some multiple-choice and some questions where you will be asked to highlight a section 
of text.

 � There will be two Verbal Reasoning sections, and you will be given 30 minutes for each section.

Reading Comprehension Questions

For Reading Comprehension questions, you will be asked to read a passage and answer several questions 
on the passage. Passages may cover topics from the physical, biological, or social sciences, the arts, the 
humanities, business, or everyday life. Passages will be between one to five paragraphs in length. After 
reading the passage, you will be asked to answer several questions on the passage. In some cases, the 
questions will require you to identify key aspects of the passage or draw inferences about the meaning or the 
author’s intent. In others, you will be asked to highlight the section of the passage that addresses a particular 
consideration or identify components of the passage that point to a given conclusion. 

Reading Comprehension Questions will have three formats: multiple-choice in which you choose the 
single solution that best answers the question, multiple-choice in which you choose one or more solutions 
that best answer the question, and passage highlighting, in which you highlight the portion of the passage 
that best addresses a given question. To do well on the Reading Comprehension questions in the Verbal 
Reasoning component, you will need to be able to quickly read a passage and identify key points and the 
central themes of the passage.

 � Reading Comprehension questions will be based on a short passage, which could be between one to 
five paragraphs long.

 � Some questions will be multiple-choice, while others will ask you to highlight an appropriate section of 
the passage. Multiple-choice questions will either ask you to select a single option or one or more options.

 � Reading Comprehension questions test your ability to understand and interpret complex passages and 
quickly determine key points and details.
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Text Completion Questions

Text Completion questions consist of a short passage one to five sentences long with one or more blanks. 
The passages will cover topics from the physical, biological, or social sciences, the arts, the humanities, 
business, or everyday life. You will be asked to choose the best option from several to fill in the blank (or 
blanks) to complete the passage. Text Completion questions have been designed with the aim of testing your 
vocabulary and your ability to draw plausible inferences about the intended meaning of passages written in 
standard English. 

All Text Completion questions are multiple-choice: the number of options you are given will vary from 
three (usually for passages with two or more blanks) to five (usually for passages with a single blank).  To 
do well on Text Completion questions, you will need to review vocabulary, be able to draw quick inferences 
about the intent of a passage and be able to choose the word that completes the passage best given the 
context.

 � Text Completion questions will ask you to fill in one or more blanks in a short passage, usually one to 
five sentences long.

 � All questions will be multiple-choice.

 � Text Completion questions test your ability to apply sophisticated vocabulary in context and to draw 
inferences about the meaning of passages based on incomplete information.

Sentence Equivalence Questions

Sentence Equivalence questions consist of short sentences with a single blank. The sentence will be on 
a topic from the physical, biological, or social sciences, the arts, the humanities, business, or everyday life. 
You will be given six possible answer options to fill in the blank. You must choose the two options that 
(a) complete the sentence grammatically and (b) produce two completed sentences with the most similar 
meanings. Sentence Equivalence questions test your understanding of correct English grammar and your 
vocabulary. 

All Sentence Equivalence questions are multiple-choice and will ask you to choose the best two options 
from a total of six. To do well on Sentence Equivalence questions, you will need to review vocabulary and 
be able to identify words with similar meanings, and you will also need to review basic rules of English 
grammar.

 � Sentence Equivalence questions will ask you to fill in a single blank in a short passage.

 � All questions will be multiple-choice; you will be asked to choose the two options out of six that 
complete the sentence and produce two sentences having the most similar meanings.
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 � Sentence Equivalence questions test your knowledge of basic rules of grammar, draw correct inferences 
about the meaning of a passage based on incomplete information, and identify words with similar 
meanings.

Tips for Verbal Reasoning Component

The Verbal Reasoning portion of the GRE tests your command of certain key areas of written English. 
Doing everything you can to solidify your vocabulary, your grammar, and your ability to understand 
complex passages will help you prepare for the Verbal Reasoning Section of the GRE. Below is a list of general 
strategies that will help you with the verbal portion of the test:

 � Familiarize yourself with the types of questions that will be asked. There are a limited number of 
possible types of questions; once you know the format, you won’t be faced with anything unfamiliar.

 � Read any instructions on the test carefully - always be sure that you are answering the question that 
you’ve been asked

 � Brush up on your vocabulary. You can find a list of common GRE words in this book - carefully review 
that list. Also, using the examples provided in this book, you can get a good sense of the kinds of 
words you will encounter on the GRE. Be sure that you know what they mean.

 � Work on your critical reading skills. For anything you read while preparing for the GRE, try to ask 
yourself: what are the key points? What is the author trying to say? What information supports the 
author’s claims?

 � Work on identifying keywords - words like “although”, “moreover”, and “therefore” - that signal 
important information or shifts in perspective. Doing this will help you quickly grasp the sense of a 
passage even if some information is missing

 � Use basic logic and common sense to draw inferences about the passage you are working with

 �  If you are unsure of how to answer a multiple-choice question, you can often use the process of 
elimination. Often by getting rid of answers that are obviously wrong, you can get the right answer, 
even if you’re not sure about some of the options.



Chapter 3
Introduction to Reading Comprehension
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Reading Comprehension questions are designed to test your ability to understand, interpret 
and analyze what you read. You will be asked to read a short passage between one or more 
paragraphs long and then answer several questions about the passage. To answer them you will 

need to recognize what the passage explicitly states, and be able to draw inferences about the implications of 
the passage.

The passages used for Reading Comprehension questions will be drawn from a variety of topics, including 
the physical, biological and social sciences, the arts and the humanities, business and everyday life. To answer 
the questions on these passages, you do not need to be an expert on the topic covered; you only need to 
read the passage attentively enough to answer basic questions about it. You will not be asked to evaluate the 
passage for truth or falsity; you will only need to understand what the author said, and what implications can 
be drawn from what the author said.

The Verbal Reasoning portion of the revised GRE will generally have about 10 passages that you will need 
to read. Some will be several paragraphs in length, others will be just one paragraph long. You will be asked 
to answer 1-6 questions per passage, with longer passages generally corresponding to more questions. The 
questions will appear in three formats: two types of multiple choice and highlighting a section of the passage. 
The first type of multiple choice will ask you to choose the single best answer from several options. The 
second type of multiple choice will ask you to choose one or more answers from several options. For select-in 
passage, you will be asked to highlight the section of text that best addresses the question. 

What does a Reading Comprehension question look like?

Reading Comprehension questions will always be based on a short passage of one or more paragraphs. 
You will be asked to read the passage and then answer 1-6 questions about it. 

Below is an example of what a Reading Comprehension question will look like on the GRE revised 
General Test:

Questions 1 to 3 are based on the following reading passage.

Sometimes hype can create impossible expectations. Nowhere is this phenomenon more pronounced than 
in the world of popular music. Two bands that came to prominence in the first years of the 2000’s exemplify 
this. New York’s ‘The Strokes’ and England’s ‘Arctic Monkeys’ were both hailed by critics as the leaders of 
a garage rock revival, and more grandiosely, as saviors of rock music. Despite successes and considerable 
popularity, neither band has entirely lived up to these overblown expectations. Although both bands helped 
to bring greater awareness to the burgeoning indie music scene, rock music still struggles to compete with 
other genres of popular music. And although both bands have gained considerable popularity, they still don’t 
have the ability to fill stadiums and arenas the way that some of their older and less heralded peers do.




