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How to Get Most Out of this Book

What’s in this Book?

This book contains wordlists unlike any you have seen before. A traditional word list offers a vocabulary word, 
its dictionary definition, and a SINGLE use of the word in a sentence. That is simply not enough for a fully 
functional understanding of a word in all its complexities. Our Word List takes each vocabulary word through 
its paces, denoting its part of speech, synonyms for its various contexts, its descriptive meaning, and, most 
importantly, THREE (3) to FIVE (5) sentences using the word in its varied contexts. When appropriate, those 
varied contexts include both literal and figurative uses of the word.

The Logic Behind the Division of the 3 Word Lists

In this book, we have divided the Word Lists into three sections- Word List 1, Word List 2, and Challenging 
Word List. Each section includes 10 chapters with 500 words arranged in an alphabetical order throughout the 
section. It is important to remember that your goal is to be fully conversant in as many of these vocabulary words 
as possible. Why? You must not only recognize and comprehend the words when you encounter them in GRE test 
questions, but you must also utilize sophisticated vocabulary to express your own ideas in the Analytical Writing 
section of the test. It is to your advantage, therefore, to have as many high-level vocabulary words as possible at 
your disposal. This is especially difficult to do if your preparation time is limited.

The aim of such categorization, therefore, is to facilitate easy studying. Looking at 1,500 words arranged 
alphabetically from cover to cover can be an overwhelming experience. From a psychological viewpoint, 
progressing alphabet-by-alphabet (as though you are reading a dictionary) makes the study process seem long 
and tedious. That’s why we’ve grouped the words into three sets of alphabetical divisions to help you fast-track 
your learning. 

Usually, words that begin with alphabets like ‘A’, ‘C’, ‘D’, ‘P’, and ‘S’, for example, have long lists (110+ words). 
On the opposite side of the spectrum are words that begin with ‘J’, ‘K’, ‘Q’ etc. These word lists will have over 10+ 
words on an average. If the 1,500 words were arranged alphabetically, a significant portion of time would be used 
up in working through ‘A’ itself. With 50 words per day, you would have been able to finish only 1 alphabet in a 
week. 

Instead of progressing from words that start with ‘A’ to words that start with ‘B’ and so on until ‘Z’, you will 
be able to cover words from the whole alphabet in each section. You will be able to cover more than 5 alphabets 
in the first 5-7 days. In this way, your vocabulary will be enriched by a rich selection of words from across the 
alphabet. Finishing a series of 5 alphabets will boost your confidence and motivate you to continue your progress 
through the list. 

Once you’ve made headway through Word List 1, you can proceed to Word List 2, and finally onto the 
Challenging Word List.

Challenging Word List: After you’ve mastered the first two lists, you’ve completed a significant portion of the 
material and you can move onto the next list. This list is comprised of words that are much more difficult than 
the words in the previous sections. Pay special attention to these words and keep aside more time to study them. 
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The “state of equilibrium” here is not physical (e.g., a gymnast in “equipoise”). Instead, the word is being 
applied figuratively to a debate or discussion in which the arguments are not in equilibrium - in other words, 
are not being discussed in an equal and fair manner. By combining the figurative use of “equipoise” with the 
clues that the delegates are “angry” and the debate is no longer “rational” or “intelligent,” one can conclude the 
discussion has broken down into mayhem or confusion. The two (2) correct answers signify such a situation. They 
are: pandemonium (wild chaos or disorder) and maelstrom (a violent whirlpool or, figuratively, a tumultuous 
situation).

Tips and Strategies for Learning the Vocabulary using the Word List
Activate what you already know.

We recommend progressing in sequence, starting from Word List 1, Word List 2, and then onto the Challenging 
Word List. Whichever list you’ve chosen to start out with, five hundred (500) words may seem like a great deal, 
but it is likely you already know a number of them, in one form or another. Begin by focusing on those you think 
you may know:

a) Review the example sentences. Is that how you use the word? If not, how is your use different?

b) If you are familiar with a word, check to see that its part of speech on the list is one with which you 
are familiar. For example, you may be familiar with the use of “sham” as a noun (as in, “The charity 
fundraiser was a sham.”), but you may be unfamiliar with its use as a verb (“The used car salesman 
tried to sham us.”) If the word’s use as another part of speech is unfamiliar, familiarize yourself with 
that new use of the word.

c) Note whether the word can be used both literally and figuratively. For example, the word “dilute” has 
both a literal use, as in thinning something by adding liquid (e.g., to dilute the chemicals by adding 
water), and a figurative use in which nothing physical occurs (e.g., to dilute the power of his argument 
by offering counterarguments). Adjust your understanding of the word to include both its literal and 
figurative meanings

d) Even if you do not know a particular word, can you connect the word with one that is familiar to you? 
For example, you may not know the word “dulcet,” but you may be familiar with the Spanish word 
“dulce,” which means “sweet.” Increasingly, for instance, you can find “dulce de leche” or “sweet milk” 
ice cream or candies in the store, referring to a sweet caramel flavoring. You learn, from the Word List, 
that “dulcet” means sweet, especially something that is “sweet” or pleasing to the ear (e.g., the “dulcet” 
tones of the violin). The connection is, therefore, an easy one!

e) Color-code the words with which you are familiar.

i) For example, you might highlight in yellow those words that you know outright, without 
making any adjustments to your understanding.

ii) Highlight in green those that are functioning as a different part of speech than what you 
are used to seeing.

iii) Highlight in blue those words with a literal or figurative use that is unfamiliar to you. Also 
highlight the example sentence(s) in which that use of the word appears.

iv) Highlight in pink those words that you do not know, but that you can connect to using 
related words.

“Chunk” your learning of the remaining vocabulary.

After activating your prior knowledge and weeding out those words you already know or with which you have 
some familiarity, it’s time to focus on those words you don’t know. You can “chunk” or group those words into 
manageable segments for learning.
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a) One approach to “chunking” is to group together words that perform as the same part of speech 
and look for patterns. For instance, words ending in “ous,” such as “amorphous,” “chivalrous,” 
“dexterous,” “ominous,” and “vacuous,” all function as adjectives.

b) Another approach to “chunking” is to group words that primarily pertain to certain subject 
areas. For example, “avalanche,” “arid,” “navigable,” and “glacial” are primarily geographic 
terms, while “cognitive,” “debunk,” “muse” and “paradigm” are terms that relate to the act of 
thinking.

c) A final approach to “chunking” might be personal to you: divide the words into groups based 
on how difficult or easy they are to you.

d) However you “chunk” your words, you can then design a schedule for working with the words, 
taking on no more than 4-5 words at a time before moving on to another “chunk.”

Have fun with the words as you make them your own!

Never lose sight of your ultimate goal: to incorporate these words into your personal vocabulary. The Word List 
example sentences will give you a solid foundation for how the word is used - an excellent launching pad for 
using that word appropriately in your own world.

a) Enliven your family dinner conversations with words from the Word List. Doing so helps you, but also 
challenges your family and creates a “vocabulary-rich” environment from which every family member 
can learn. You might even hold a contest to see if your family members can guess the vocabulary from the 
Word List you are adding to that night’s dinner conversation.

b) Challenge yourself to use a word (especially one that you are finding difficult to remember) at least three 
(3) times in a given day. You might incorporate it, for instance, into an email to a colleague, a conversation 
with your boss, and a text to your best friend. The more you use the word (appropriately), the more it 
becomes your own.

c) Make a note of the words from the Word List when you see them elsewhere. You will be pleasantly 
surprised at how often you encounter them in the reading you do on a daily basis. Whenever you do 
so, make a note of the word and its use. Doing so reinforces your understanding of the word and its 
applications.

d) Take every opportunity to practice. Keep your “chunked” lists handy for any time you have a moment: 
while brushing your teeth in the morning, sitting in traffic, waiting for your daughter’s soccer game to 
start, or even standing in line in the grocery store. The greater exposure you have to the words and their 
uses, the more you will become comfortable with them and make them your own.

How Can Our Word Lists Help You Beyond the GRE?

The goal of entrance exams, like the GRE, is to anticipate the test-taker’s likelihood of success in the field into 
which they seek entry. Thus, the “long view” of mastering sophisticated vocabulary is that doing so will not 
only help you prepare for the GRE, but will simultaneously prepare you for what lies ahead: comprehending, 
analyzing, and evaluating graduate-level materials and writing with the complexity and sophistication expected 
of a graduate-level student. To put it simply: a fully-functioning, high-level vocabulary is the key to success in 
your graduate experience.

Prepare for success NOW!
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Chapter 1

Aberration – Banal

This chapter covers the following words, each with its part of speech, pronunciation, and descriptive meaning.

Usage of the word is also illustrated in three to five sample sentences.

aberration

abolish

abominable

aboriginal

abortive

absolve

abusive

abyss

accommodate

acknowledge

acme

adherent

adjacent

adjutant

adorn

advent

advert

affirmation

affront

agape

agenda

aghast

agitate

alienate

amass

amend

amorphous

amphibian

amputate

anchor

animated

annex

anomaly

anthropoid

apex

apologist

appellation

arbiter

arrogance

ashen

aspirant

assay

assessment

assimilate

astronomical

avid

bait

balk

balm

banal
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ABERRATION (n) [ab-uh-REY-shuh n]
Meaning: abnormality; the act of departing from the normal
Usage 1: Her willingness to work in a group is an aberration; she is usually a loner.
Usage 2: There appears to be an aberration in the data that no one can explain.
Usage 3: His course was determined and he would tolerate no aberration.
Usage 4: You must order straight from the menu, with no aberration or modification.
Usage 5: Can you find the aberration in that homogeneous group?

ABOLISH (v) [uh-BOL-ish]
Meaning: cancel; to put an end to
Usage 1: We hope they abolish the practice of imprisoning people for their political views.
Usage 2: To abolish slavery is an essential requirement of all modern societies.
Usage 3: Some people believe that no form of death penalty is acceptable, and we should abolish it entirely.
Usage 4: I advocate that we abolish the use of cell phones on all types of public transportation.
Usage 5: If we abolish the legal right to own a gun, what will be the effect?

ABOMINABLE (adj) [uh-BOM-uh-nuh-buh l]
Meaning: detestable; extremely unpleasant; worthy of causing disgust
Usage 1: Her treatment of her younger siblings is abominable; there is no way I’d ask her to babysit.
Usage 2: That abominable woman rudely interrupted me again!
Usage 3: The conditions at the cabin in the mountains were abominable; it hadn’t been inhabited for years.
Usage 4: Your snowman is abominable; he has no eyes, nose, or mouth!
Usage 5: Don’t you agree that the odor of dead fish at the fish market is abominable?

ABORIGINAL (adj) [ab-uh-RIJ-uh-nl]
Meaning: being the first of its kind in a region; original or earliest known
Usage 1: The pottery of this area’s aboriginal inhabitants is exquisitely beautiful.
Usage 2: I was fascinated by our study of the island’s animals, including those that were aboriginal.
Usage 3: The dark jungle looked primeval, filled as it was with aboriginal plants and animals.
Usage 4: The aboriginal people of the area must have thought the settlers were crazy.
Usage 5: How do their aboriginal practices influence their modern customs and traditions?

ABORTIVE (adj) [uh-BAWR-tiv]
Meaning: unsuccessful; fruitless; failing to succeed
Usage 1: There were several abortive attempts to start a rocket program, but none was successful.
Usage 2: The rebel insurgence was abortive and was quickly brought down.
Usage 3: She refused to believe the student demonstration would be abortive, but the rest of us knew it would fail.
Usage 4: After my abortive effort to make homemade chocolate truffles, I decided store-bought ones were superior.
Usage 5: I hear you made an abortive trip to Alaska; what happened?

ABSOLVE (v) [ab-ZOLV]
Meaning: pardon (an offense); exonerate; exculpate; to pronounce free from guilt or blame
Usage 1: One goal of confession is to allow a priest to absolve a sinner from his/her sins.
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Usage 2: I refuse to absolve you for the hurtful comments you made.
Usage 3: You think your good deeds will somehow absolve you from all your misdeeds, but you’re wrong.
Usage 4: There would be no need to absolve you if you didn’t do anything wrong in the first place.
Usage 5: Did she finally absolve him of the accusations that he was unfaithful?

ABUSIVE (adj) [uh-BYOO-siv]
Meaning: coarsely insulting; physically harmful; harsh or injurious; using harsh language
Usage 1: Her abusive behavior towards her peers ended in a fight.
Usage 2: I know you are angry, but please refrain from using abusive language.
Usage 3: That use of power is abusive; surely we can find another way to accomplish our goals.
Usage 4: Chocolate and I have an abusive relationship; I can’t resist its decadence.
Usage 5: Is she afraid because he has been an abusive husband?

ABYSS (n) [uh-BIS]
Meaning: enormous chasm; a deep, immeasurable space
Usage 1: The earthquake caused the ground to separate and form an abyss.
Usage 2: The volcano experts crept towards the edge of the opening and stared down into the abyss.
Usage 3: He has fallen into an abyss of sadness.
Usage 4: I am not only out of money; my wallet has become a gaping abyss.
Usage 5: Is that abyss bottomless?

ACCOMMODATE (v) [uh-KOM-uh-deyt]
Meaning: oblige or help someone; to provide suitably
Usage 1: We hope they can accommodate this request, even though it is an unusual one.
Usage 2: I fail to see why we need to accommodate their interests; they are not even trying to compromise.
Usage 3: The hotel is happy to accommodate the special needs of its guests.
Usage 4: Please tell him my minivan was designed to accommodate seven passengers, not twenty.
Usage 5: Did you leave enough room in the jar to accommodate two crickets?

ACKNOWLEDGE (v) [ak-NOL-ij]
Meaning: recognize; to admit to be real or true
Usage 1: He refused to acknowledge that he’d cheated on that test.
Usage 2: Those experts must acknowledge the possibility that global warming is a reality.
Usage 3: To acknowledge one may be wrong is often difficult.
Usage 4: The annoying thing about moms is that you must acknowledge they have your best interests at heart.
Usage 5: When did world leaders acknowledge there was an economic crisis?

ACME (n) [AK-mee]
Meaning: top; pinnacle; highest peak or point of achievement; zenith; the highest point
Usage 1: With this scandal, I believe he has reached the acme of his political career.
Usage 2: When the hikers reached the acme of the rugged peak, they collapsed in exhaustion.
Usage 3: Nothing could compare to the view from the mountain’s acme.
Usage 4: I realized I’d reached the acme of embarrassing moments when I burped during the job interview.
Usage 5: Which play would you say represents the acme of Shakespeare’s career?




