Decades OF Thc | ancaster [Tair

T he roots of the | ancaster [Tair began to grow from seeds P]antcd in 1870, as the
(Co6s and [ ssex (Counties Agricultural Societg. The Societg worked with
another recently formed group named the Kiding Fark

e £ Association of (_ods Countg. The Kiding FPark Association
x«i‘f‘?‘i{iﬁ“’“ﬁé\a ‘&f:\:\ Purc!ﬁased a 20-acre Parcel of property from the - mmons’s
.o hﬁﬁ?&g;@ F\\‘:‘xﬁ G Stockwell farm. [t was located on the main road to
ta “““‘“k\:\éqx.g&\‘:%;és&“gww Northumberand. On this site, they created one of the finest
?m\\\\m\““;:f—"”’f?? tracks of its dag. T he two organizations appearecl to have

worked out an agreement and aPParent]3 sPonsored many
races and other events. UHFortunatcly the two groups
abandoned the work and the Propcrtg was sold to
George Kowe”, aresident of New York and former
resident of Lancaster. ]n 1884, he resurrected the
(Co6s and [ ssex (ounties Agricultura] Socictg) which was
headed ]35 [~ dward Spaulding. |t featured horse racing andjumping,
wrest!ing and }Dicgclc racing. The fair did well but cventua”g closed clown, then was

revived once again bg a group of local men. T he new organization was called the

Lancastcr Driving Club

[n 1902, the Coés and [ ssex Countics Agricultural Societg was reformed 133 Jo}m
(Costello, marking the birth of the true | ancaster [Tair. |n Fcbruarg 1902, a meeting
was held at which members were aPPointed. Frank Smith was named
President, Manasah Ferkins vice President, Jo}m Meclntire secretary, and

JD Howe treasurer. Other directors were elected from surrounding
New Hampshire towns, including | ancaster, Northumber]ancl,
Jefferson, Whitefield, Dalton, Stratford, Stark, Berlin, and (Gorham
as well as the \/ermon’c towns of Gui]dha”, Luncnburg and
Maidstone. The first [airwas held in SCPtember of that year. ]t
included racing, baseball, exhibits, and other stage acts. (Governor
Clncsterjordan was Present. He was born in Colcbrook and

lived in | ancaster.



During the years from1907to 1916, the [Tairincreased its purses for
racing from $800 to $1,800. | he [Tair built the [Tloral and
= xhibition Hallin 191 7. T he [ xhibition [Hall was renamed and

is currcntlg Alexanc{er Ha“, named after Frank Alexandcr,
the suPcrintcndcnt of the grounds of the Lancaster Fair for

27 years.

]n 1916, the Fair rePortccl about $4,500 in gate receipts and an
attendance of over 5,000. The directors even considered bui]ding a subwag~
like tunnel under the horserace track to the infield to accommodate all the foot traffic.

Exhibitors were numerous bg this time.

n 1912, there was a bamstorming Pi]ot Flging the newlg invented airPlane. He flew
many times and actua”y crashed into some trees in the back of the Fairgrounc!s. This
was also the year that the fair directors voted to extend the fair from three to four
dags and also increased the admission tickets from thirtgﬂcivc cents to a wlﬂoPPing xcixctg
cents. Henrg Hale, owner of the Balsams Hotcl exhibited his seven thousand dollar
horse and three thousand dollar cow. Automobi]e Paracles and floats

were also a big attraction and | ancaster's own (Col. [Francis | . ] own

entered his own automobile.

During the 1 920s the Lancastcr I:air saw many ups and downs. Thc
economy was not very robust cluring this time and the Fairwas
ComPcting with Cl‘rautauqua programs. T hese were adult
educational “summer camPs”, very PoPular during this age.
Gambling was very PoPu]ar and revenue agents were alwags

present 1oo‘<ing forviolators of the \olstead Act. | he | ancaster

Fair continued to grow and attendance was increasing 3earlg, with the

cxcePtion of bacheathergears. The Paracle of automobiles was
abandoned and reP]aced with a cattle Parade. ]n 1925, the Lancaster
[air had its first night entertainment with the use of Iights. There is no

record of what the entertainment was.

Thc 19%0s brought the era of the “Girlie Shows”, which seemed to
be sweeping the nation. With a decline in attendance of agricultural fairs
nationwide, the “Girlie Shows” became a staPle of | ancaster [ air entertainment.



Tl’]e agricultural events continued to grow but with the (areat Dcpression sPreading
across the entire countrg money was not bcing spent by Fairgoers, nor
was the [Tair growing Financia”g. Some events did continue, one of
which was the hand l—1a3~cutting contest. One of the Participants in
this contest was Sinclair Weeks, then mayor of Newton,

Massachusetts and future Um'tcd Statcs Sccrctary of Commcrcc.
Weeks Promoted the [Fairand was a !—xuge reason forit's survival during the
(areat DePrcssion. He was resPonsible for bringing cavairgmen from Fort A ’
Ethan A“cn in19%6, which was an outstancling attraction for the Fairgocrs. Jay /
BentonJ another Massachusctts busincssman, and also a great Promotcr of the |

[air, was responsiblc for the creation of the Milkmaids Mi”(ing Contes’c, another

imPor’cant attraction during the i 9%0s. Thc first <[Hell Dirivers” also made

their first appearances during the 19%0s, including the famous Luckg
Tee’cer.

Thei940s would bring our nation into the Second World War.
The carlg Par’c of the decade would see very little growth of the
fair with rather lackluster attendance. The onb year since its

begmmngs that the Lancastcr ]:alr would not be held was 1 944, Thc

Lancaster ]:axr directors felt it would be maPProPrxa’ce in the face of the all-out

sacrifices being demanded of the nation at that time. ] o date, this was the on[g time

since 1902 that the | ancaster fair was not held. The Fo“owing year, with the end of

the war, the fair had its ]argest to date attendance.

Thc | ancaster [Tair continued to grow cluring the 1 950s with the Ur\itecl States
SCcretarg of Commerce Sinclair Weeks on board as an associate
director and harness racing Paci(ing in the crowds. Eaclﬁ and every
year continued to see the attendance and revenues grow. This, in
turn, allowed the [Tair to build new buildings and offer more diverse

s!-xows, PerFormances and contests.

That was true right up until 4pmona Thursdag afternoon in

1955, when the day before the Fair (it was onlg a ‘1~~Da3 event at
this time) was to open, a disastrous fire clestroged almost 400 feet of horse

sheds as well as a small grandstand that seated about 500 Peoplc. Animals were
removed in time and not one Peris]ﬂed. T hanks to the resilience of the [Tair directors

as well as its workers the event went off without a hitch. (Car thrill shows with Buddg



Wagner and Joie Chitwooc], harness racing and horse Pu”ing, as well as celebritg
entertainers kePt the [air on its Path opgrowth.

caS’ﬁe! Faﬂ The 1960s did not start out strong, with the 1960 [Fair one of the
“a:“‘“_ms\‘m““w‘ few times that attendance did not grow. T he reason for this was

j colc{, raing weather throughout the weekend. Labor Dag, the last
dag of the fair was one of the largest to date, which helpccl the

fair recover to some clcgree. Tl"lé fair continued to chart new

waters with its entertainment. ]n 1961, the T ournament OF

T hrills was a rccorcLbrcaking attraction that consisted of
\ 1953 jousting from cars. Tlﬁe event debuted on a television show
named the “Summer SPorts SPectacular” on the m’ght before theg
appcarcd at the Lancastcr ]:air. E_ntcrtaimmcnt throughout the decade continued
with the ever Popular car shows along with stage shows such as l’ligh wire PerFormers
and various circus-like acts. ln 196% the /acchini Familg wowed audiences with their
act in which all six Fami]g members were fired out of cannons and flew some 100 feet
t}'xrough the air. Celcbritg appearances during this time included Mgron Floren (a
Popular accordionist for the | awrence Welk Show) and Dick Curless. T he now
famous Snell's Restaurant was builtin 1965.

As the air rolled into the 1 970s, many local organizations saw this as an oPPortunit3
to raise money by renting space for concessions. Some of the organizations that

took advantage of the concessions and booths were the | ittleton | ions, | ancaster

Kotarg, Weeks Memoria] Hospital Auxiliarg, the Groveton Knights OF Columbus,
the Mt. Frospect Skl Club and the (sroveton Methodist Men with food booths.

The [Fair expanded the Parking areas, which freed up P!cntg of space that was
desperate]y needed for concessionaires and rides. lee Fair had the larges’c number

of rides to date with i9 rides in i 971.

The Joie Chitwood T hrill Show with his “Danger

Angels” were the main attraction with John Langi“,

owner of Lamgi” Shows, Providing all the midwag
rides. John Langi” Par’mered with _John | emos in

_ 1976, toform|_& | Amusement. Attendance

‘ during the 1970s increased every year, but staged within

i the 20,000 to 35,000 range, with the then all time record being setin
1977, with 34 653, Bugs Bunng and the Looneg Tunes characters made



appearances cluring the ‘70s. ]n 1976, the fair went all out to celebrate the countrg’s
Bicentennial with entertainers Hani( Sr\ow, Judg Lyrm, and the famous Tommg
Dorscg Orchestra. | he [Tairalso increased from 4 to 5 clags, and introduced

ha]1C~Priced rides.

Thc 1980s began with a buzz, the buzz of
Hc]icra?ts. 5}1arl<cg’s }“le]icrapcs became well known
in the ‘80s and led to some of the [Tairs current . AR
helicop’cer rides. With the economy stillina recession, the Fair did surPrisinglg we”,
Probab]g due to great weather, with 1980 bcing the first time that the | ancaster [Tair
had a complcte 5 dags of no rain whatsoever. The attendance for the 1 980
[air set another record with 35,07% in attendance. | 982 saw the
tradition of a demolition clcrbg on | _abor Dag }chan. A fiddlers’
contest was also added that same year. The Joie Chitwood Show

continued to be a staPlc for Friclag mght entertainment, as it did
tlﬂroughout most of the 70s. A loggers’ day was introduced during
the ‘80s as well. Acts that headlined during the ‘80s included Lgrm

Anderson, Glcn Campbe”} Jim Stagord, and Roy Clark A” in all the fair
continued to see growth at the gates and on the grounds thcmsclvcs, clcspitc some

poor weatlner t}ﬂrouglﬁout most of ti'le decade.

Thc ‘90s started out rather soggy to say the least, with rain the first 2 years. ]n 1990,
| ancaster hosted the American Rodeo Association’s first New }ﬂampshire
sanctioned rodeo ever held in New Hampshire. ]t was a huge hit with over 2,000
spectators. Despite the rain, 1991 set the all-time attendance record to date, with
37,800 during the 6 dag event. | his was the first year that the [Tair had extended its
5 &ags to 6. Controversg arose ini 991 as the fair rePlaccd the oxen Pu”ing with an
oxen obstacle course. This changc was not received very well bg !onchimc oxen

PU”CI"S.

This was also the Hcamcor the first appearance of the
Budweiser C]gdcsda]es, a hugc success. 1992 the [Tairs
attendance increased once againto a grand total of
42,700. With all the rain for the first part of the i 990’s,

the Monster | ruck Shootout was a Pcnccct fit. The &"'
more mud the merrier. [n 1993 the [Tair tried lnolding the events

on any other weekend other than Labor Day, the first time ever. Theg



recorded yet another record attendance of 46,800 admissions. | his Practicc
continued until the 1 996 [ air, which saw the permanent return of the Lancaster air

to Labor Dag chkenc{.

Tl—;e 1990s also saw the miclwag amusement ride contractors change from L&L, to
Smokeg’s, to Fino. I” ntertainment included the Bc“amg Brothers, Wag!on
Jennings, Lgrm Anderson, Ho”g Dunn, Tammg Wgnettc, Hank
Thompson, Ting Tim, and the Forrester Sisters to namejust a few.

UShcring in the new millennium the | ancaster [Tair has continued to
be a Pi“ar in the Nortl'] Countrg and its agricultura[ communit& The
[air has continued to Provide great entertainment such as the likes
of Aaron Tippin, (Charlie Daniels, and the Oak Ridgc Bogs. Jn
an era of decline of agriculture and Farming and the ever increasing
cmPhasis on tec}mo!ogy and conveniences, the | ancaster ["air has tried to adaPt bg
adding new features such as wireless internet access, computer tcc}mologics, and has

a full service campground for ourFairgoers.

The | ancaster [Tair has sPanncd three centuries bg adapting and Providing great

attractions and entcrtainment...Mag it be around for many more....




