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Concept Note

 

 The exhibition is a series of paintings C.F. John has been working on for the last six years as 
part of his reflection on two mystic saints, St. Kabir and Francis of Assisi.

 The easel format, together with the realistic foundation of the new paintings, may surprise 
initially against John’s past of cutting-edge work. The last installation project John worked on was 
in and around an open well that had gone dry and been abandoned; a well that had lost its meaning, 
its soul – water. This long-drawn project compelled John into searching and understanding the 
interconnectedness of everything that is, not something in abstraction but with direct engagement. 
This effort began with contemplating and experimenting in soil regeneration and engaging with 
issues affecting the community in which C. F. John lives and works. This “other” experiment is 
powerfully, if covertly, present in the series: in its subject matter and as well in its concern with inter 
subjectivity.

 For John, his work with the community and doing art remain two sides of the same necessity. 
One asks one to engage with desperation, frustration, anger, cynicism, crisis management, as well as 
eagerness, anticipation and hope. The other asks for a mind of quietude and stillness. John believes 
that intuitive, artistic processes lead not above the accessible actuality and shapes or passing time but 
to something that lies profoundly within all that.”Every moment, form and happening demand real 
physical resolves and I understand it is in the core of these things we can find what we seek – the ‘song 
line’ that connects the immediate with everything before and after.”

“Kabir says, brother
I have gone crazy-
quietly, quietly, like a thief
my mind has slipped into the simple state”.
 Kabir – the weaver’s songs, translated by Vinay Dharwadker penguin

Another doha from kabir says:
 I’m waiting for the ferry
 but where are we going
 and is there a paradise anyway?



 Besides,
 what will I,
 who see you everywhere

 do there?
 I’m okay where I am, says Kabir,
 spare me the trip.
 - song of Kabir, translated by Arvind Krishna Mehrotra. Everyman

“Be strong, and enter into your own body; for there our foothold is firm.
Consider it well, O my heart! go not elsewhere.
Kabir says: ‘put all imaginations away, and stand fast in that which you are”.
 - poems of Kabir, complete works of Rabindranath Tagore, M.B.D publishers.

 This series of paintings comes as a great calming and meditative slowing down, as a healing 
direction and an assertion of essential, optimistic thoughts, aspirations and feelings. His metaphors 
evoke the grounded, culturally collective sublimation of a kind that can convince belief-neutral 
people.

 Here self and other, multiple others, inextricably coexist – human, tree, bird, rain, animal, 
water, mountain, the unborn baby, the swaddled child. In active, present-continuous relationship. At 
times contained by and within an Other. Each retaining the integrity of its form. This representation 
of a dynamic equilibrium of distinctive-ness within shared-ness, of distinctiveness and sharedness 
elevates the series as a philosophical project. The paintings do not merely illustrate ideas. They 
manifest their integration.

 To integrate is not to resolve the conundrum of intersubjectivity but to allow it to be fully 
present; to let a paradox be. We are continually returned to ourselves, to questions about inter 
and intra-species relationships. Gradually, imperceptibly, the idea of introspection as withdrawal is 
dissolved and existence discovered as a form of dynamic embeddedness. Here St. Kabir and Francis 
of Assisi help bring a vision of this dynamic embeddedness.



 John says “these two saints, Kabir and Francis of Assisi, are miracles lived amongst us. They 
are like earth, stays always fresh, and life giving. They both have moved and inspired millions of 
people through the centuries, across the world and continues to. I am not focusing on Kabir’s satires 
and upside down perceptions, though it has a place of its own, I felt certain urgency and need to 
focus on earthly connections and holiness”.

 John writes:
 “Sifting through sorrow, suffering and temptation,
 Sinking body into earth and mounting towards heaven,
 they went to the very edges
 To und erstand and love the body
 To und erstand that the body and the spirit are not different.

 To understand that the warmth that makes the tree blossom
 also makes us blossom within.

 To understand that the birds, animals, trees,
 rocks, thorns, the body of the earth and
 our body all share the same seasons.

 To understand that all things, all in the same way,
 shrivel in the cold, go dormant, wait,
 desire for union, allow warmth to caress,
 labor, feel pain, blossom and rest in satisfaction.

 They stayed open
 with questions,
 with humility and trust

 Clay soaked in love,
 celebrating beauty”.

 * Ref. Marta Jakimowicz and Lata Mani – from the Catalogue
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