Powerboat Magazine Performance Report — Lake Mead

POWER: MARINER 150

HydroStream
Voyager

“You can check the catalogs of all the other builders, but try as you might, you
just won't find another 20-footer that handles like the Voyager in the turns.”

Becau;e HydroStream Boas has
raced hard o eam ils repulahon &5
one ol the mahon's leading high-parion-
mance ouiboard full manulaciurers,
some people don't realize thal the
COMDENy MEs M 10 ofler an 8 way ior
ihe spesd saf o getl its frustrations out,

it might come as a mild surmprise, bul
whan HydroSiream's upper manage-
manl guened s deakers aboul the M
boats thery'd lk 1o $68 Added 1o the ling
in ‘B2, ihe consensus of opinion Srongly
lavored the dewelopmeni ol a 20-1001
bow mger for the famity man Ender the
Yoyager

To satisty the demand of is dealers

HydroSimearn dadnl have to ook very far
1o come up with & package managemant
lall would mora than Gl e bl In the
HydnoStrean g (haos weare already two
20-10a0 hulls 1hal sharad the same
oo the runabow siyled Valure and
the cuddy cabin Venus model. Wih a8
iitie work at the drafing table on & new
deck, the Voyager was crealed using tha
sama bollom conliguration as its two
sinhasships

Iniroduced st year &1 he Chcego
Trade Show, the Voyager his a 20-food
cenpading maasuramani and an BR-nch
EHEam Trllrlr'l;'; 1o Biber 115 super high-
pefiormance rmage, HydroSiream outlii-
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bed owsr (@51 mEChing with & Conservabve
Marmer 150, aithough the Doat s raled lor
top-of-the-ling V-6 punch. Foree of kasi
Mgl hEve resuited m e DOElrs HEg g
became & lop-speed orenigd 14 = 26
Chropper prop was ulilized an an enging
il was raised shghlly mare than three
inchés on e fransom. The people ar
HydroSineam jusl couldn' haip tham-
sEives, and we Canl Digma [ham

Like most of the company's bosls, the
HydroSiream Voyvager inCoAporaies ong
of the most fechnaiogscally advanced
bottom desagns in the oujboard high
parformance indwstry. The boat ullhzes a
21-gegree deadnse [ransom wilh & fue-
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fCh-Osen 30 and an eighi-inch-wide
Pad @long the kgdl Like the other mogels
nihe ling, the Voyager has a mstngt iront
end design that & uneque 10 HydmSireanm
Fudls Aflbough the Doat has & 20-ioal
cenlgring measuramant, thare's oniy
aooul 17 feet af polential runming
Suface

Even Mough the company apted 1o uss
a Chopper prop for our evaiuations, the
Woyager still had axcentongl low-end
performance characienstics. The 1500
poung package jumped on plang in
unger Ihree seconds. Linlike mosi bow
niders, e frond end never ool so high that
viSIOn wids compielely blocked

Consadenng the noging choices. s
WEIE Mace in assembling ow Voyager
the boal had a orisk sccelerabon curve
Credit an sxcellent bottom dasign, 8
siout Manner 150 and a base hull weight
& enly 1,000 pounds for the quick moves
Wish the frim pulled in the Voyager went
fromi pero 10 21 miph in three seconds,
Zera 1 33 in five and pero o 48 in 10
WTving tha irim oul onee e Boat was on
plang. the newest membar ol the
HydroSinear famdy attamed s top end
3 hull 15 seconods

Even when it fries o, HydroStream pus!
can i gileh g h-g"u-perlnrfnanca Image
Extending ihe Manner 150 all ha way oul,
e Yoyager moved throwgh our lop
spaed tests at & very imprassive B2 moh
a1 6,000 rpm

Uniike many of the HyaroSireams
we ve lested and watchad nen in e past

e —

the Vyager oidn't have 1 be hung on e
regoed aoge 1o atain mesimum perlor-
mance. The boatl retained excallen
fracking Characbershics at full throttie and
dian £ give @ny mdicabons of bow luller
oF Chang .-.l.,'ilhrg Yiou won'T finc sy
frue deen webs il can make that el
aspecially among the kind that can
geodaddle st speeds ower B0 mph

We were in awe ol the Voyager's
Oulsiandng iop-speed perlormance. but
the Dest was wal 1o come. In the sfalom
Course the HydnoSiream recewved par-

hact rabngs in every COrmenng maneuver
wi aliempian The boal moved Hinough
the cowrse with exaching precson Mo
Egdl NOD. cavianon o axcessive ean
For s 528 and wesght the Vayage: mace
Quick Craanges of girechon ta DeEljer man

we ansCipaten You cEn cnece the
Caiaiogs of all he oiher Duilgss — §lars
Orvieg, j&0s. wee Orves and oaher ool
Dosrd marulsciumne — out iy 85 you
might you jusl woni fng another 20-

kadter that handles like the Voyager in s
[Urfs
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HydroStream Voyager

Becsuse of the boal's comparatively
light weight, we didn't know how the
Voyager wowld lake to rough waler, Once
Bgan. remambar fal even haugh the
boatl 5 8 troe 20-fopier. ihe bobiom
oemgn & wihal you'd expect on g 17- or 18-
foot hull. In the swells the HydmnSiream
manained a reasonable noe altilude,
with e Bow never geltng escessmvely
figh  In re-entry the Voyager landed
evenly, wilh & soll. gentle smpac! We
woulon't recommend takong jaunts toa far
from protected conditions with the
HydroSiream. However, the boat is up o
the task if the wingd suddanly kicks up

One of ihe things we ked bes! about
fhe Voysger combinahon we [esied was
the fact thal you dedn't need a degres in
high-periormance oulboard confrol 1o
handle the boat. Even in the hands of a
Rovet, he Voyeger jusl isn' going o gat
mio fouble. The boat doesn need 1o be
inmméd on a precarious edge for iop
speed At full throttle with the trim
exiendgd the HydroSiream assumes a
ciean, athicwni nde with no trace of chine
walkmg. Torgue on Me sieenng whssel s
non-gxisient, and overall visibiity 19 wery
SoGd

In these fuei-conscious timee, gas
mileage & extramaly imponant. Scan the
ommer Doat lesis of similar lengih hulls and
E@e |ust hDow many can maich the
Hydrobiream's effcency standargs. At
25 mph this 20-focier needs a skimgy
lowr gallons per hour In fhe poouler 35-
moh med-range the Vovager can be
counted on for an mpressive seven
galions par hgur. and pushing the theodie
Sowen 20 45 mph only moved our FloScesn
meler ovef 10 B.S gph Fieg miles per
gallon m the mid-range for a 20-fooler is
simoly urmhaard &l i e manne indyestry,
particulary on a boal thal can run over a
il Dilir unuse wilh e coats on. Olur iest
maching was equipped with the opiional
20-galion gas tank 30 you'd have no
prodiem faking a 100-mile journey with-
out siopping for fuel

When you consicer all of the perfor-
mance atiributes of the new Hydro-
Stream Voysger, you'll find that a's in a
class Oy iself in the 20-loof category
From an interior roominess standpont,
however, e Doal 15 spacious companed
with ofer HydroSreams, but 1's nol the
ultimate. Dur 1est machine had pro-
wisions for five adults, with two forward-
lacing pedesial mounted bucke! seats
&nd a rear bench across the iransom.
Both the driver and navigator seats
mmﬂuu and wie adjusiable fore and

In the lorward bow rider section
HyrdoSiream tned SomElning a little
different. ingtead of using a Rat forward,
g bow cushions were shaped some-

whal like 8 chase lounge. for relaxang
afternoon snoozes or sunbathing. Sioi-
#ge space on he bosl was limited to
S0l RO undar The: Bt ridkar saals and
along Ihe gunnaels. To make this a thue
tamiy-sized ciuiser HydroSiream will
mgis] & fooe ski locker and provsions for
an g Ches]

A very small, nespensive fouch that
we particularly like on the HydrmoSinnem
Vioyager was the ability 1o compietely
seal ot the forward section. Thought fully,
HydroSlream prowvides a covarng 1o
biock the air fal would normally fow
underneath the enclesed winoshieia Mal
only i& the nose level greally recuced
ingide theé cockmil, bul passenger
Comian i Moeased Decauss you dont
have 0 contend with any wind in your
face

HydroSiream wals nlerestad i baid.
mg a8 “family -aiye boal when it intro-

in ihe slalom cowse the Vopager

periorrmance &t over for msed

fovget about hataeg

ﬁ

BOB NORDSKOG ON PERFORMANCE: “Tesr drving the new MydroStream
Woyager was an absoiute pieasure. The boar had very good low-snd
characterisics in spife of the lop speed onented Chapper piod. Lintie mos! of
ihe high-performance outboard fulls 've tested in the pest. e Voyager was
rock sieady &t &/ ihrofte settings. Even &l high speed with the trim out, the boal
dicnt want 1o rof on e kee! or start che waling. You could hang 3 more
potent V-6 on te fransom, but why bother? The Manner 150 pushed the boat [o
an rmoressive 62-mph clockmg, and even more importan was e fact thar it
Wills DOWEr you could LS8 consiEianty

asiounded me with i3 Superd Randimg
charactersics. No maffer what lest | fhed af any speed, the HygroSieam was
ready for the chabenge, Very ravey 0o | dave furn @ boar & full thratte. Sl the
Voyager was equal o e task. Judqung by the boalr's fop and ang ifs excelent
fue! economy, | think HydroSieam has come up with § combinalion that's iceal
for the man who lkes o [ahe Mg entie family boahing bu! S5 warnts 3 itfie exfra

NOAM TEAGUE ON DRY LAND INSPECTION: "HyaroStream puls the
strengih where II's needed and leaves the overconsiuction fechnmgues |
SOMENmes see i0r those wha wanl fo pay a haavp-oury fusl Bl The mold work
RberYass consiruchon and finsh work on e boal, aithough Aol up fo e evai
of some cusiom builders, were bedfer than gwerage The infenor lacks suficent
slorage space, bul | was impressed wilh e seatng arangement it the bow
rroer sechon, Wiy nof buld some recining seals for use when e boarl s under
Wiy, &fyaay? HydroSiream ovd @ good jab on e boal's desnEclrs [ayoul and
conirols placemev, bul e seal pacaing sl wasnT sefficent Ao e
windsheld was a bftle foo fimsy for exfended use ”

WADE WORLEY ON SKI TOW PROFICIENCY: "Take ihe Choooer orop aff
and iower the engune an iNch or two and this wowld make an exceilent sk boar i
% resl configurahion, the Voyager st barely had enough power (o puil Danny
Churchifil out of the water. Once on plane the new HydraSireamn falf 3
nonceschpl wake that siafom skiers should find deigitiu!, athough you can
shiing wilh thiz 20-footer, Boarging and detarking weve &
bt of 3 probiem because of the angled eoges on (e boal. wiich make the swam
sieps oifficul fo wse, Also, there wasnt much storage space for warer sks ang
relafed sccessores because the refaimng hp aiong the gunne! probably
woulon't hioid your eguipment in place in rough waler, ™

MAREK SPENCER—OVERALL SUMMARY: “Thae = the frst coooriundy I've
had to ride wn one of HydroSiream's 20-foclers, ano | was exlramely mporessed
The boat is ideally suited for the Mariner 150 engune. HydroSiream goes after he
farmily man with & ideaway canopy (0D, leak Inm appontments and & How Hoer
seammg configuranon. but don't i yourse! oo much this ane /s nensed far
ﬁ

duced e néw Voyager The comparny
came cigse, From gur standpoint the
boal has just a littie too mueh o
HydroStream's palenfed high-perfor-
mance appedl o be classlag wiih (he
oiher 20-1o0l bow noers we test an aflan
The boat's intenior, alihough not a3
EpACiOus At Some hull-Sifed machses
mOre than foamy enowgh lor tha foica
tamdy excyrgion

HydroStream 0oes a good job keeping
the waighl down on s pboars  fo
INcreased pariormance ang ess on-the-
road fowing waight Forfunglaly, the
company makes (he savenigs withoul
sacrlicing construction strengin In the
lay-up process on 1he Voyager Hydro-
Siream uses B combinaton of mal
WOWEN Rnang, conlourkore baisa, cioth
and corémal In tha non-essembal arsas
Such as he deck. some chopper
laminahion s also empioyea n
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