HYDROSTREAM VIKING 18’

“Our test model Viking 18" was the classic hot outboard runabout, perfect for

someone wanting exceptional performance without sacrificing all the comforts
and utility of a more traditional design.”™
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f you've nevar before seen & HydroStream buwli hull

're undoubtedly going 1o want to fake a long secand

look. While most cutboard runabouts appear similar in

style. HydraSiream models more closely resemble some

sort of {uluristic aircraft conceived through exfensive
wind-tunnel testing rather than a conventional boat.

There's no guestion that the uwousuasl and striking ex-
terior design of the HvdeoSiream is both a reault af want-
ing to create a different and better looking hull pius using
the available aerodvnamic factors produced by RMigher
speed 1o maximum advantage. Mo ong can challenge
HydroStream's enviable compeution record. Duning re-
cent vears, if bas proven to be one of the o8t dominant
boats in the Quthoard Performances Craft Division of tha
American Power Boat Association, But there's more *0 a3
HidroStream than jug being a race boat.

Owr test model Vikiag 18° was the classic hot outboard
runaboul, perfect for someone wanting excestional PEE.
formance without sacrificing all the comiorts and utility
of & more traditional design. This 17°9" hull 585 & wide 82
inch beam and is rated to accommodate up to 179 harse-
power engines. The bottom configuration of 1he Vilkang 18
is 5o complex that it literally defies a word desceiption
Looking at if carefully you can s&& a blend of vee-botiem
pad keel. reverse lifting strakes and & progressive rocker
which somehow all work together to produce a remari-
ably efficient high speed ride attitude. [t should also no: be
ignored that the frontai portion of the sides and baw are
‘gull wing’ in shape 1o capture the slip-streaming air giving
lift to the nose. HvdroStream calls these design inno-a-
tions such things as a “delta fMare t@il’ and a ‘pointec
droop-snout bow'. Regardless of their given names thav do
wark. makang the Viking 18" an exciting craft to drive

Fitted 1o the transom of this HydroStream was a 1720
Black Max Mercury outboard engine. On its business and
was & stainless steel 3-blade chopper propeller which is a
[avorite performance wheel among bass boaters providing
plenty of 1op speed bow Lift, Also, a spectal piece of per-
formance equipment was installed on this Viking 18, a
Hydro-Electric Transom device from Land and Seg Par.
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HYDROSTREAM VIKING 18°

formance Canter. This unique mechanism allows a driver
to adjust the height of the engioe on the transom while
running. Obviously, there's an advantsge to having the
engine rest low on the transom for gefttng on-plane
quicker and then Ufting the entire engine up reducing the
amount of lower unit drag for higher speeds. This handy
one piece unit is rapidly becoming a popular extra for
thoss who want the flexibility of owning both a ski boat
and a race fast outbaard runabout

Without trying 1o trim the Black Max to the moon and

- lsaving the engine height set at what was recommended as

an all-round optimum position, the Viking 18" sent our cal-
ibrated needle to the 88 mile per hour mark.
‘With a little mors trimming finesse applied 1o both the en-
Eine and transom Lft, breaking the 70 mph flgure shouldn't
b & problem with this stoek setap.

Now most outboard runabout hulls. even if they could
attain this speed. would more than lkely be a handful to
drive and dangerously close to baing out of control at near
70. Amazingly. the Viking 18", although certainly mding
fres, did not give the impression that it was about 1o make
an maafs mansuver. It should alsc be mentioned that this
sinhle ride was oot sided by the use of any axternal labs
or plates on the transam,

Cranking the steering whee! of the Viking 18" produced
another pleasant surprise. Although it is & Ughtweight hill
with 8 good deal of power on the siern, i responded to
both the laft and right withou! a hopping or sliding turn.
Onca the farwand portion of vee-botiom made contact with
the water, the HydroSiream came around in & big hurry,

Thare's oo reason why the Viking 18' can't double as a
water ski tow boat as well. A simple change to a lowser
pitch prop and the installation of a center ski bar is all
that's needed for a successful weekend with a group of
ilding friends. A siroog slalom skier can cresis a lifils
transom movement and slowing of the baat, bot not anough
to be considered really objectionable.

On the inside the HydroStream Viking 18" is & rather

" austare boat. It comes standard with a pair of very atirac--

tive back to back seats. These seats are also a bit out of
the ordinary in appearance since they have vary high back
cushions which act as headresis. They're quite comfor-
tabls bul oould ves more padding. The floor ares is car-
peied and the side gunoels bave opholstered pansls
Throtile and steering wheel placement could be |.|:||n-m~|d
by mowving the control bax & little lowsr. As it axists now,
at cruiss spead the cootrol lever handla and stesring
whesl osarly touch. Fuel tank installation was not good as
bunge cord beld it in place and no overboard vents were
presani. HydroStream's cusiom buili hyperbolic wind-
shisld did a fine job of deflecting the air mass at high
speed and was pot a hindrance to vision. Storage volums is
reascoably sdequate with open side racks and some
under bow space for stowing. There are, however, no
locking compariments.

I vou Hks nﬂr.hrn one-of-a-kind styling and the par-
formance capability to send a lot d{nhunrdjln‘nrﬂ'tnﬂ
h:linthﬁ:dn-:hmmmdlr hmku.pmlhﬁl'dﬂl-
Stream’s Viking 18",
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HULL SPECIFICATIONS

Make model HydroStream Viking 18'
Hull confliguration : Deap-ves
Length. ... ., i
Baam g

Hull wi ght |mthn-ur -ngmm 660 pounds
Construction process . . .Hand and chop lay-u p
Passsnger capacity 4 persans
Retmil price as tested . il Al bl

[mot including trailer)

STANDARD EQUIFMENT: Dual Ride-Cuidas
hyperbolic windshield

OFTIONAL EQUIPMENT:
packsge

Address of hull manufactorer: HydroStream Div
Pipkorn Indusiries
180 151 Sireet 5.E
Mew Brighion, Minnesala
55112

SfEaring

Special bluestrwak color

ENGINE SPECIFICATIONS

Ma ke/model . . -Mercury 1750 Black Max Outboard
Cylinder 1‘.-'|:|u : o e Vg
Cubic inch displa cement 131.8
Maximum h.p. at rpm . .. 175 at 5400
Tvpe of fusl required Regular leaded 30:1 mia

Spectal features
FROPULSION 5YSTEM

Dirgve .
Frnpll.llr Iilﬂn'l'ﬂ:ll

Seone

Mercury Outboard
14 x 26 3-blade Mercury Choppar

Special features . . Land and Sea Hydro-Electric Transom
TEST CONDITIONS

Water condiions . ... ... 2 . Flal
Air temparature . . ........ ... i bl
Wind velocity 2 mph
Barometric pressure . .. 30,8
Hrd Y id i e e e e e e BHy
Testdriver .........c0000vvivensr..., BobNordskog
TEat ODBETVET . . .0 vnnianionssnnsss .. Dhck DeBarialo
A T R e e e Bob Brown
Scobserwer .........c.cc000au00 .« . Tim Baehan
SkHer . ....c00000. . Rick MeCarmick
Weaightalakier . ... .oociicniiniiinaines 155 pounds
Lengtholskirope . ... ... ......., 7% femt
MEASURED PERFORMAMNCE DATA

Indicated top speed - calibrated speedometer. 58.0
Indicated top speed - stock speedometer &7.0
Recorded top speed - radar speed gun ., . | . 872
bMensured top speed - measured 18 mis resiwes BRI
Maximum RPM - calibrated tachometer . ... ... .. 500
Maximum RPM - stock tachometer .. ... ... ... . 5500
TiImatoreach DlARE - .« o rvvrivrrmstssasnmnsia 2.3 sec,
Minimum planespeed. .. ... ..o ciiciaeaiaa 18 mph
Distance to slop from 3¥Wmph .. o cvvsveevecnnn, 158 feal
Time to stop from 38mph .. ... ocvvvvnnn B.5 s8C,

I Decibel reading (35 mph at 50fest) .. . ... :fﬁd.ElhI I




FUEL CONSUMPTION DATA

2Smphoonsumes 55 gph= 4.5  miles per gallon
ISmph consumes 90 gph= 188 miles pergallon
45mph consumes 125 gph= 160 miles par gallon
SOmph consumes 150 gph= 333 miles per gallcn
CONSTRUCTION-QUALITY-

WORKMANSHIP EVALUATION

Quality of liberglass lay-up . ..... Very good
Mold detail and limish. ... . ........0. 1 Very good
Gel coat/paint findsh. . ... .c.0coaaioa, Excellani
Placsment and quality of deck hardware . ... ... .. Fair
Placement of instruments and controds . .. ... Fair
Sieeringaysiem. . ... ... ccivciascass ..« Very good
Throttheconbiols. . .. ..o covvavsrasseaaias Very good
Installation and neatness of electrical wiring. .. .. .. Good
Crverall engine installation. . ......0o000o0 oo Good
[nstallation and location of fuel tanks . .. ...., .., . Poor
Upholstery [material quality - seai padding]. ... .. .. Good
Quality and installation of carpsting, .. .......... Good
Storage volume . . Good

Special comments. | . : .Dll-'limér';i:uu l.l..t.ll‘i.ﬂlr s1yling

FERFORMANCE EVALUATION
LOW SPEED

Tracking
Throttle response
Shifting of passenger weight
Docking munuu\'urabﬂ.lw
Visthility . ... ........
Passenger comfort .

Ease of boarding and dﬂhar]unj.
Moise level [in the cockpit) . .

CRUISE SPEED

Tracking . : e
Throtile response . T R
Slalom eourse at 20 mph. b i
Slalem eourse at 3 mph
Slalom course at 40 mph.

I Right turn

Laft turn .
Wake jump . .
Visibility
Ride comiort .
Moise level (in rhu l:u-::]:nlrl

HIGH SPEED

Tracking ..
Throtile ulpnnu
Right turn
Laft turn .. ..
Vimdhibity ...........
H‘.I.du camfort .

Maoise level [in rhtnur:l:pﬂ]

WATER SKI EVALUATION

Low speed mansuvera bility
Take-off power y
Tracking l:*nnlulmm' of hull
Throttle sensitivity .. ...
Wisibility mt idle, . ... ..., .
Visibility coming on plane
Visibility at speed

Yery pood
. Wery pond
¥ery good
Excellant
.o .. ood
Very gpood

. (od
Yary good
.. .Very good
.+ - Emcellant

Gaod
Good

... . Vary pood
.. Yery good

: (rood
.. Wary good
Exesilent
Good
Excellent




