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Founded in Copenhagen in 2006 Mater is a pioneering 

global brand with sustainability at its core.

From the outset the goals was to inspire a global design

 audience and to engage people in sustainable thinking. Using 

waste material Mater combines sustainability and circular 

production with timeless design through collaboration with 

well-established and new design talents.

About Mater

About Mater
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Meet the founder

“Every material we use 
is a tribute to sustainable 

thinking”

Henrik Marstrand

Working with waste
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How did Mater’s journey begin?

In 2006 when Mater was founded, it was an out-

sider to the design industry. Mater took the first 

pioneering steps towards designing long-lasting 

sustainable furniture.

Rooted in the Danish design tradition, the aim was 

to change the way people think of furniture made 

in a sustainable way, inspiring consumers and 

architects all over the world into changing their 

behavious. 

What is the story behind the Mater name?

Mater is the Latin term for ‘mother’. We strive to 

protect “mother earth” for future generations to 

come by setting an example of how to sustainably 

make long-lasting, beautiful furniture, while at the 

same time reducing the environmental footprint. 

So we should think carefully about our consumpti-

on behaviour as any responsible mother would do. 

The solution is NOT to stop consuming but instead 

encourage consumption with a deeper meaning for 

the good of our planet.

“Rooted in the Danish design 
tradition, the aim was to change 

the way people think of sustainably 
made furniture”
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Who plays a role at Mater in

establishing a fully sustainable practice?

“I don’t think we will ever get to a fully sustainable 

company as the bar is raised all the time. 

We realised early on that our entire value chain 

should be involved and understand what we are 

trying to achieve. That means the local woodwor-

ker, the sawmills, the press moulders, the crafts-

people, the plastic moulders, the recycling facilities, 

the freight forwarders and of course  the designers 

we commission.”

With your wide experience in the design field, what

do you think are the most difficult steps to involved in 

establishing a circular economy in today’s furniture 

industry?

“One of our biggest challenges is the supply chain 

implications in launching these new circular pro-

ducts. W’ve realised that we need to help large cor-

porations process their waste so that it is suitable 

for manufacturing. We pick up the waste at the fac-

tory gate, we handle cleaning, separation, grinding, 

logistics and production. This approach completely 

new, but we think this is also where we can make 

a difference.”

Working with waste
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Introducing

Mater Circular Material

Since Mater’s founding in 2006, Mater’s mission has 

been to search for and develop more sustainable 

production methods.

After years of research and testing we have 

invented a patented technology that allows us to 

mix upcycled fibre-based waste materials with dif-

ferent kinds of plastic waste. In our journey we 

have teamed up with large corporations to under-

stand how to upcycle their fibre and plastic waste.

The result is a unique mixture that can be applied 

to an existing technology in our industry: press 

moulding. A key priority for Mater and our part-

ners is to take climate action. 

We do this by capturing carbon in our furniture 

instead of the waste materials originating from in-

dustrial production and households being burned. 

The new composite materials are designed to be 

processed again and again. This is why we offer to 

take them back after end of life to reuse them and 

send them back on the market as new furniture.

We support a circular economy that promotes gre-

ater resource productivity aimed at reducing waste

and avoiding pollution by designing and produ-

cing timeless products of high quality.

A waste composite for future generations

Mater Ciruclar Material
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Natural Edition
Spent Grain
Plastic Waste

Wood Waste Grey
Sawdust

Plastic Waste
Fibreglass

Coffee Waste Dark
Coffee Shells
Plastic Waste

Fibreglass

Coffee Waste Black
Coffee Shells
Plastic Waste

Fibreglass

Coffee Waste Light
Coffee Shells
Plastic Waste

Fibreglass
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Mater Ciruclar Material

Mater Circular Material offers a completely new and unique tactility and 

materiality. The combination of fibre and plastic waste creates swirling

lines and delicate waves, features that cause it to resemble timeless 

materials like stone, terrazzo or even marble. 

Available in five natural or coloured shades, the material is not only 

pleasing to the eye but also exceptionally durable and water repellent.

Five unique materials 
made from waste
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Coffee beans

When the coffee beans has been  

roasted in the process of coffee making 

it releases a shell.

Coffee shell fibres

The coffee bean shells are collected 

and can be used as a strong fibre 

material in the final blend of the 

new Mater Circular Material.

A mixture of 
discarded fibres and 

industrial plastic waste
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Plastic granulates

The leftoverplastic parts are collected 

and granulated into small pieces, that 

are used as a binder in the final blend 

of the new Mater Circular Material.

Industrial plastic waste

When large industrial producers makes 

new products, a huge amount of the 

plastic mold pieces are discarded from 

the production. 

Mater Ciruclar Material
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Mater Ciruclar Material

We use waste
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Discarded fishing nets 
Collected from the oceans, shredded, 
cleaned and made into plastic pellets

Industrial plastic waste
Left over plastic pieces from the 

moulding process granulated into 
small plastic pieces

Coffee shells
Left over coffee shells from the 

roasting of coffee beans

Wood waste
Wood sawdust collected from the 
production of wooden furniture 

Plastic beer kegs
Empty beer kegs are cleaned and 
processed into ready-to-use plastic 

granulates
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An innovative and patented new technology allows us to upcycle fibre-

based waste materials with upcycled plastic waste. This unique mixture can 

be used for press moulding. 

The technology allows us to upcycle industrial waste more efficiently 

while reducing carbon emissions, which means we use resources we 

already have available instead of them being burned.

Groundbreaking
technology

Mater Ciruclar Material
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It is our responsibility 
to take our furniture 

back

Our new patented waste composite allows Mater to offer a circular take-back 

system. All pieces made with Mater Circular Material can be recycled up to 

five times and made into new furniture. This is an essential step towards 

Mater’s vision of becoming one hundred percent circular.

Take-back system
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Take-back system

New circular products are made for easy disassembly and chair seats 

can be recycled into new products up to five times.
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