
A New Earth Project is a strategic collaboration between the global surfing and outdoor 
enthusiast communities and the global packaging supply chain.

Our mission is to rid the world’s oceans, lakes, and rivers of plastic pollution.

New Earth Approved is our initiative to develop a collection of products, protocols, and 
capabilities with the simple goal of presenting effective and efficient consumer products that 
are 100% curbside recyclable and do not include any single-use plastics.

Our vision is to inspire the global supply chain to embrace sustainability, to 
make the necessary investments and to put a healthy planet at the core of our 
values as companies, brands and human beings.  This initiative is meant to be a 
catalyst.  It’s about all of us.  It has to be.  ANEP is fundamentally about bringing 
together the voices of ocean and water advocacy and the organizations in the 

supply chain That can solve these problems, and declare globally :  

We do this together. We do this now.
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Curbside Recyclable

Not Harmful to Wildlife & Ecosystems

• We want packaging materials to be as easy for consumers to recycle as possible. 
This means ensuring products are curbside recyclable so consumers and 
businesses can recycle them without having to take them to special drop-off 
locations.

• Recycling beats composting: materials should be kept in circulation at their highest 
and best use. If an item is both recyclable and compostable, it is preferred for it be 
recycled, since recycling preserves the material at a higher quality and with higher 
functionality.

• For example, paper can often be both recycled and composted. It is better for 
paper to get to turn into paper again, rather than be “downcycled” into soil where it 
can’t fulfil its original purpose as paper again.

• While not all municipalities accept the same recyclables, we look for materials that 
are widely accepted by most curbside programs.

• While our goal is for all packaging to see a second life through recycling or 
composting, some consumer packaging winds up in the environment. We want 
our packaging to be harmless to wildlife and ecosystems if it does appear in the 
environment.

• This means that we prioritize materials that biodegrade in a matter of months—
not decades or centuries—and that do not leave behind toxic chemicals or 
microplastics.

• When it makes sense to do so, we will use reputable certifications like BPI, TUV 
Austria, or other ASTM standards to ensure biodegradability. Sometimes, it does 
not make sense to use the timelines associated with biodegradability in these 
certifications – instead, our goal is simply to promote products that will biodegrade 
in about six months if they do find themselves in the environment.

Made From Renewable Resources

• Renewable materials are king. Renewable resources are those that naturally 
replenish themselves in a human time scale. Plant- and tree-based materials are 
renewable since they regrow, while fossil fuels are not renewable since they do 
not replenish themselves in a human time scale.

• We prioritize fiber-based materials and push our suppliers to source wood from 
FSC-certified forests.

• We must balance our use of other renewable materials, like corn and sugarcane 
grown for bioplastics, with other sustainability priorities, like efficient and ethical 
land use.

Product Criteria
For Direct-to-Consumer Packaging
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