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The Jelly Donut Difference

Before Reading: 

★What do you think this book wil l be about? Why do you think that? 

★What characters do you think might be in this story? 

★What questions would you like to ask the author before you read 
this book? 

★What are you wondering about as you look at the cover and back 
of your book? 
!
During Reading: 

★What do you think wil l happen next? Why? 

★How do you think the twins wil l handle this situation? 

★What must have happened here that the author didn’t tel l us? 

★What emotions is Ms. Marvis feeling? How do you know? 

★What would you have done if you were one of the twins? 

★Has anything like this ever happened to you? Does it remind you of 
something? 

★How would you feel if that happened to you? 

★Do you know someone like Ms. Marvis? 

★How are you like/different than the twins? 
!
After Reading: 

★If this story had a sequel, what do you think it would be about? 

★What is the main message of this book? What does the author want 
you to think about? What was the big idea? 

★What questions would you like to ask the author? 

★If you could talk to Ms. Marvis, what would you say to her? What 
questions would you ask her? 

★If you could talk to Dexter and Leah, what would you say to them? 
What questions would you ask them?

Comprehension Questions
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The Jelly Donut Difference

Directions: Using the 5 W’s (who, what, where, when, why), recall the details of 
the story. 

WHO is the story about? WHAT is the story about?

WHERE did the story take place? WHEN did the story take place?

WHY was the story written?

Name: ____________________
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Recalling 



!

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Jelly Donut Difference

Directions: Think of a time where you did something that was exceptionally 
kind and out of your way l ike Dexter and Leah did for Ms. Marvis. What was 
difficult about it? What was enjoyable about it? How did it end up turning 
out? What lesson did you learn?

Name: ____________________
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___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________

“She yanked his shirt , gett ing ahead 

of him in t ime to nab the first p late of 

their Saturday breakfast . ”

I think the word means…

The Jelly Donut Difference

Directions: There are some new words in this book. Read the sentences below 
and try to use clues to determine the meaning of the word. 

nab

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________

“He and Leah trudged back home 

through the snow.”

I think the word means…

trudged

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________

“A t  d i nner  tha t  n i gh t ,  t he  tw i n s  

devoured je l l y  donu t s  for  des ser t . ”

I think the word means…

devoured

Name: ____________________
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E v e n t s  t h a t  c a u s e d  t h e  c h a n g e :

Directions: Think about how Dexter and Leah changed throughout the story and 
what happened that caused those changes.

D e x t e r  &  L e a h  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  s t o r y :

D e x t e r  &  L e a h  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  s t o r y :

The Jelly Donut Difference

1.

2.

3.

Name: ____________________
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Name: ____________________

The author ’ s  purpose :

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________

The message of the s tory :

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________

The theme of the s tory :

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________

Directions: Think about the purpose of this story and why the author wrote it. 
What did the author want the readers to take away from the story? 

The Jelly Donut Difference
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FIRST

Summarize the story in a few sentences :

THEN

NEXT
FINALLY

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name: ____________________

Directions: Think about the story and summarize what happened in your own words.

The Jelly Donut Difference
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Summarizing



Name: ____________________

Directions: If you could interview Ms. Marvis, what questions would you ask her? 

The Jelly Donut Difference
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Interview Ms. Marvis

1 . Question: 

_______________________

_______________________ 

2. Question: 

_______________________

_______________________ 

3. Question: 

_______________________

_______________________ 

4. Question: 

_______________________

_______________________ 

5. Question: 

_______________________

_______________________



Name: ____________________

D irect ions: With your parents permiss ion and superv is ion, interv iew a 
ne ighbor of yours! Come up with quest ions before you go! 

The Jelly Donut Difference
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Interviewing a Neighbor

1 . Question:__________________ 

Answer:____________________ 

!

2. Question:__________________ 

Answer:____________________ 

!

3. Question:__________________ 

Answer:____________________ 

!

4. Question:__________________ 

Answer:____________________ 

!

5. Question:__________________ 

Answer:____________________ 



Name: _________________

Directions: Th ink about the k ind th ings you have done (or that you could do 
to make a d ifference) that you could wr ite about!

Random Acts of K indness :

• ________________________ 

• ________________________ 

• ________________________ 

• ________________________ 

• ________________________ 

• ________________________ 

• ________________________ 

• ________________________ 

• ________________________ 

• ________________________ 

• ________________________ 

• ________________________ 

• ________________________ 

• ________________________

Narrative Writing

• ________________________ 

• ________________________ 

• ________________________ 

• ________________________ 

• ________________________ 

• ________________________ 

• ________________________ 

• ________________________ 

• ________________________ 

• ________________________ 

• ________________________ 

• ________________________ 

• ________________________ 

• ________________________

Making a Difference



Name: ____________________

Here are some ideas of ways you can make a d ifference. 

The Jelly Donut Difference

★Write a card to someone 

★ Help around the house by doing chores 

★ Hold the door open for a stranger 

★ Pick up trash outside 

★ Give a compliment 

★ Pick up something that someone drops  

★ Help the teacher or a student at school 

★ Play with someone new at recess 

★ Smile at someone 

★ Say “thank you” to someone for something they did 

★ Make your sibl ing’s bed  

★ Pick weeds for your neighbor 

★ Make something (l ike a craft) for someone 

★ Save up your money to buy something for someone else 

★ Invite a new friend over to play at your house 

★_______________________ 

★_______________________ 

★_______________________ 

★_______________________ 

★_______________________ 

★_______________________
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Opening:______________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

(Tel l your audience that you are going to tel l them about the your act of kindness)

 __________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

(tel l your audience the act of kindness you did for someone) 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

(te l l  your audience why you did that) 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

(te l l  your audience how that made that person feel) 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

(te l l  your audience how it made you feel)

Closing: ______________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

(Tel l  your audience that you p lan to cont inue random acts of k indness)

Name: _________________
Narrative Writing

Making a Difference
Directions: Use th is prewrit ing sheet to he lp you outl ine your paragraph.



Name: _________________

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________

Narrative Writing

Making a Difference
Directions: Wr ite your story about how you made a d ifference in 
someone’s l ife. 



Name: _________________Narrative Writing

Making a Difference
Directions: Draw a p icture to go with your story about making a 
d ifference in someone’s l ife. 



Name: ____________________

Directions: With a parent or teacher’s help, find a way you can help in your 
community and dedicate your talent, time, or treasures to make a difference 

in your community. 

The Jelly Donut Difference

A need in our community: 

Ways I can help solve this problem:

How I ended up making a difference:

What I learned from this experience:
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Poland Research
In the story we meet Ms. 
Marvis who is from Poland 
and shares many of her 

traditions with Dexter and  
Leah. Let’s learn a little bit 
more about Ms. Marvis’s 
home country. Head to a 

computer lab to do research 
or to a library to check out 
books on Poland. I hope you 
enjoy learning about this 

fantastic country!  



TRADITIONS IN 

Poland is located: 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

Polish festivals and holidays:—_________________________ _________________________ _________________________ _________________________ _________________________ _________________________ 

A fun fact: 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

Polish clothes:

______________

______________

______________

______________

______________

______________ 

______________ 

______________

______________

______________

P O L A N D
Traditional Polish Food: 
_________________________ 

_________________________ 
_________________________ 

_________________________



Address your letters to: 

Maria Dismondy 

PO Box 930237  

Wixom, MI 48393

___________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Maria Dismondy

The Jelly Donut Difference
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Yes

How many stars would you rate this book?

Title: ____________  Author: ____________

Why did you enjoy this book?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

!
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Who else might enjoy this book?

NoWould you recommend 
this book to someone? 

Check Yes or No

Name: ____________________

The Jelly Donut Difference
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!
!
Recipe by Jul ia Purol . Makes approximately three dozen paczki . 
!
Ingredients : 
1 1/2 cups mi lk 
1/2 oz. dry yeast 
1 tsp. sa l t 
1/2 cup sugar 
3 egg yolks 
1 whole egg 
1 tsp. vani l la 
Dash of nutmeg 
1/2 cup butter 
4 1/2 cups of f lour (approximately , adjust f lour amount to dough) 
!
Steps: 
1 . Scald mi lk and then al low it to cool unt i l  i t is lukewarm. Put yeast in the mi lk and set aside. 
!
2. Beat the sugar and butter unt i l  f luffy and then add sa lt , eggs and f lavorings. Add flour and 
the mi lk-yeast mixture gradual ly , beat ing wel l .  
!
3. Place dough in a greased bowl , cover and let i t r ise unt i l  i t doubles in s ize. Punch it down 
and then let i t r ise again . 
!
4. Place dough on a board and rol l i t out so that i t is about half an inch thick, then cut i t to 
s ize. Use a cutter that is about 3 inches in diameter. 
!
5. After cutt ing, let the dough "bench proof" by covering the pieces of packzi dough and 
lett ing it r ise a l i t t le more, about 5 minutes. 
!
6. Fry the dough in lard – or vegetable oi l if you don't have any handy – for about 3 
minutes before turning to the other side. Ideal ly , the dough should f loat to the top as soon 
as it 's p laced in the oi l .  Cooks should only turn the paczki once. 
!
It's best to do this step in a deep fryer, but those without one can use a pan with s ides that 
are at least 4 inches ta l l .  Basica l ly , you want the oi l to cover half the depth of the dough. 
!
7. Place the fried dough on a plate covered with paper towels to absorb the excess grease 
and let i t cool . Jul ia 's recipe cal ls for just a dust ing of confect ioners ' sugar once the paczki 
have cooled, but bakers can add a fi l l ing too. 
!
Just p lace some jam into a pastry bag, poke a hole through the pastry and squeeze the bag 
unt i l  the fi l l ing comes out at the end. Any fruit jam wi l l  work, but prune jam is more 
tradit ional .

*This recipe should be made only with an adult!*

HOMEMADE PACZKIS RECIPE



About the Author
MARIA DISMONDY
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Award-winning author, Maria 
Dismondy inspires lives through her 
poignant stories about topics 
chal lenging today’s modern child. 
After experiencing the pain of 
being bull ied as a big haired litt le 
girl , Maria grew up moved to write 
her first book, Spaghetti in a 
Hotdog Bun, winner of a Gold Mom's 
Choice Award and acclaimed 
theatrical musical production. Maria’s 
background in early education and

commitment to teach the importance of character building 
enables her to touch lives the world over while touring as a 
public speaker in schools, community forums, and at national 
conferences. Maria’s seventh book, The Jelly Donut 
Difference, drives home the important message of generosity 
and kindness. When Maria isn’t writing, she can be found 
embracing life and embarking on adventures throughout 
southeast Michigan and beyond, where she lives with her 
husband and three book-loving children. 
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Stay connected by clicking the buttons below!

Thank You!!

Thank you for your download. I hope you and your 
student(s) enjoy this readers guide. Emily Yost is a 
2nd/3rd grade teacher in Ann Arbor, Michigan. 

Emily loves blogging about her classroom and sharing 
ideas with other teachers through her blog and online 
Teachers pay Teachers store. You can find more of her 

resources at her store by clicking on the link below. 

Click here to check 
out my blog for other 
great ideas, freebies, 

and products!

J

-Emily Yost from  
Third in Hollywood 

Thanks for visiting!
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Terms of Use

Thanks to...

Every part of this product is copyrighted. This product is 
meant for your use in your classroom only. Feel free to blog or 

post on social media about the use of this product, but 
crediting back to me is required. Please use a link when 

possible. 


