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If your school needs help 
with funding a school 
program, check out these 
resources on getting a 
grant to bring Bucket 
Filling to YOUR community!

American Legion Child Welfare Grant

Applications will be accepted for consideration if they 
meet one of the two following basic purposes for which the 
Foundation was organized:

1. To contribute to the physical, mental, emotional 
and spiritual welfare of children and youth through the 
dissemination of knowledge about new and innovative 
organizations and/or their programs designed to benefit 
youth; or,

2. To contribute to the physical, mental, emotional 
and spiritual welfare of children and youth through the 
dissemination of knowledge already possessed by well- 
established organizations, to the end that such information 
can be more adequately used by society.

Cigna Grants

In 2021, the Cigna Foundation awarded more than 
$12.5 million in grants to support nonprofits that share 
our commitment to enhancing health and well-being. 
We meet our charitable giving goals by partnering with 
nonprofit organizations and through the following grant 
programs: Healthier Kids for Our Future, Health and 
Well-Being, and Education and Workforce Development.

DonorsChoose

DonorsChoose makes it easy for anyone to help a 
teacher in need, moving us closer to a nation where 
students in every community have the tools and 
experiences they need for a great education.

National Education Foundation Student 
Success

The NEA Foundation wants to support educators 
engaging students in project-based and deeper learning 
to support the development of skills and dispositions 
contributing to success and fulfillment in a changing 
world. Grant funds can be used for resource materials, 
supplies, equipment, transportation, or technology. 
Although some funds may be used to support the 
professional development necessary to implement 
the project, the majority of grant funds must be spent 
on materials or educational experiences for students. 
If your budget includes materials, the application 
must demonstrate how they will play a central role in 
deepening student knowledge and habits of inquiry. 
Grants between $1,500 and $5,000 are available. Grants 
fund activities for 12 months from the date of the award.

Dollar General Literacy Foundation Youth 
Literacy Grants

Provides funding to schools, public libraries, and 
nonprofit organizations to help students who are below 
grade level or experiencing difficulty reading. Grant 
funding assists in implementing new or expanding 
existing literacy programs; purchasing new technology 
or equipment to support literacy initiatives; and/or 
purchasing books, materials, or software for literacy 
programs. The maximum award is $4,000.

Nationwide

https://www.legion.org/documents/pdf/CWF_Grant_Application_2020.pdf
https://www.cigna.com/about-us/corporate-responsibility/cigna-foundation/
https://www.donorschoose.org/teachers
https://www.neafoundation.org/educator-grants-and-fellowships/student-success-grants/
https://www.neafoundation.org/educator-grants-and-fellowships/student-success-grants/
https://www.dgliteracy.org/grant-programs/?#youth-literacy-grants
https://www.dgliteracy.org/grant-programs/?#youth-literacy-grants
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McCarthey Dressman Education Foundation 
Academic Enrichment Grants
The McCarthey Dressman Education Foundation offers 
Academic Enrichment Grants designed to develop in-
class and extracurricular programs that improve student 
learning. The foundation considers proposals that foster 
understanding, deepen students’ knowledge, and 
provide opportunities to expand awareness of the world 
around them. The maximum award is $10,000 per year 
for up to three years.

Hearst Foundations

The Hearst Foundations fund cultural institutions that 
offer meaningful programs in the arts and sciences, 
prioritizing those which enable engagement by young 
people and create a lasting impression. The Foundations 
also fund select programs nurturing and developing 
artistic talent. Preference will be given to artist 
development and training; arts education programs 
that effectively fill the void of arts programming in 
K-12 curricula; and science programs that focus on 
developing skills in science, technology, engineering, 
environment, and math.

Assistance for Arts Education

The Assistance for Arts Education (AAE) program 
promotes arts education for students, including 
disadvantaged students and students who are 
children with disabilities, through activities such as (a) 
professional development for arts educators, teachers, 
and principals; (b) development and dissemination 
of accessible instructional materials and arts-based 
educational programming, including online resources, 
in multiple arts disciplines; and (c) community and 
national outreach activities that strengthen and expand 
partnerships among schools, local educational agencies 
(LEAs), communities, or centers for the arts, including 
national centers for the arts.

National Endowment for the Arts Direct 
Learning Grants

Projects support arts instruction for students, generally 
pre-K through 12th grade, that result in increased 
knowledge and skills in the arts and may occur in-person 
or online. Activities may be offered during or outside 
the regular school day schedule by school districts, arts 
organizations, or non-arts organizations or agencies in 
partnership with artists and/or arts groups…Projects 
should engage students over an extended period 
of time; short-term projects will not be competitive. 
Applicants applying in Direct Learning should convey 
how their projects are distinctive and deepen the arts 
learning experience for students by offering fresh 
insights and adding new value to the field.

National Endowment for the Arts Collective 
Impact Grants

Projects transform schools and communities by providing 
access and engagement in the arts for all students 
through collective, systemic approaches. Projects aim 
to ensure that all students across entire neighborhoods, 
schools, school districts, and/or states – in communities 
of all sizes – participate in the arts over time. Collective 
Impact grants are higher award amounts for longer term, 
large-scale projects that create lasting systems change 
tailored to community needs, fundamentally altering 
the ways in which the components and structures of a 
system behave and interact over time. Projects should 
have significant potential to be shared and customized 
in communities across the country.

Target Field Trip Grants

The Target Field Trip Grants Program was designed to 
help teachers bring learning to life for students and 
enhance classroom studies. The grants can be used to 
cover the cost of transportation, entry fees, supplies, 
and classroom resource materials so that teachers may 
continue using the valuable experiential learning gained 
from math and science, language, social studies and 
arts-focused field trips. The maximum award is $700.

Nationwide

http://mccartheydressman.org/academic-enrichment-grants/
http://mccartheydressman.org/academic-enrichment-grants/
http://mccartheydressman.org/academic-enrichment-grants/
https://www.hearstfdn.org/culture/funding-priorities
https://oese.ed.gov/offices/office-of-discretionary-grants-support-services/well-rounded-education-programs/assistance-for-arts-education/
https://www.arts.gov/grants/grants-for-arts-projects/arts-education
https://www.arts.gov/grants/grants-for-arts-projects/arts-education
https://www.arts.gov/grants/grants-for-arts-projects/arts-education
https://www.arts.gov/grants/grants-for-arts-projects/arts-education
https://corporate.target.com/sustainability-esg/community-engagement/corporate-giving
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National Endowment for the Arts Challenge 
America Grant
Challenge America offers support primarily to small 
organizations for projects in all artistic disciplines that 
extend the reach of the arts to populations that are 
underserved. The program is rooted in principles that 
include, but are not limited to, our recognition that:

-Some populations and some geographic areas have 
limited grant funding opportunities, and/or have been 
historically underserved by national arts funding
-Some small organizations may face barriers to accessing 
grant funding
-Some applicants to the NEA may benefit from 
enhanced technical assistance resources.

Challenge America seeks to address these potential 
barriers for organizations seeking funding. The program 
features an abbreviated application, a standardized 
$10,000 grant amount, and a robust structure of 
technical assistance to facilitate entry to NEA funding 
opportunities.

The Lisa Libraries

The Lisa Libraries donates new children’s books and 
small libraries to organizations that work with kids 
in poor and under-served areas. The Lisa Libraries 
was started by author Ann M. Martin and friends to 
honor and memorialize children’s book editor Lisa 
Novak. Some of the libraries established have been 
at day-care centers, prison visiting areas for children 
of incarcerated parents, homeless shelters, battered 
women’s shelters, and after-school programs. The Lisa 
Libraries supplements under-filled shelves as well as 
provides books to many children who may never have 
owned a book before. Since its founding in 1990, the 
Lisa Libraries has contributed over 350,000 books to 
nonprofit organizations across the country. In general, 
the Lisa Libraries has a strong interest in supporting 
small, grass-roots organizations. As a matter of policy, 
the Foundation makes grants only to organizations that 
do not discriminate against people seeking services or 
employment based on race, sex, religion, age, sexual 
preference, or physical ability.

WF Kellogg Foundation

The foundation supports new ideas about how to 
engage children and youth in learning and new ways to 
bring together community-based systems that promote 
learning.

US Department of Education Improving 
Literacy Through School Libraries Grant

This program helps LEAs improve reading achievement 
by providing students with increased access to up-
to-date school library materials; well-equipped, 
technologically advanced school library media centers; 
and professionally certified school library media 
specialists.

Nationwide

State/Region-Specific

Colorado
Boulder County - The Community Trust
The Community Trust grantmaking process runs in two 
cycles. Community Trust 1 (CT1) is an opportunity to 
apply for funding in the following categories: Animal 
Care and Welfare, Arts and Culture, Education, and 
the Environment.  Community Trust 2 (CT2) accepts 
proposals in the categories of Civic Engagement and 
Health and Human Services.  RFPs will be tailored to 
explore and promote equity in programs and address 
the current reality that nonprofits are facing in their 
efforts to serve the community.

British Columbia
CivicInfo BC Grant Search

California
The California Grants Portal

https://www.arts.gov/grants/challenge-america/program-description
https://www.arts.gov/grants/challenge-america/program-description
http://mccartheydressman.org/academic-enrichment-grants/
http://www.lisalibraries.org/frames.html
https://www.wkkf.org/what-we-do/overview
https://www2.ed.gov/programs/lsl/index.html
https://www.commfound.org/grants/get-grant/community-trust
https://civicinfo.bc.ca/grants?pn=1
https://www.grants.ca.gov/ 
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Michigan
Poets and Writers Readings and Workshops 
Grants
Since its inception in 1970, and with major, sustained 
support from the New York State Council on the Arts, 
Poets & Writers has provided fees to writers who give 
readings or conduct writing workshops in New York 
State. The program currently supports hundreds of 
writers each year participating in events taking place 
throughout New York. The Readings & Workshops 
program also supports writers taking part in events in 
the state of California and the cities of Atlanta, Chicago, 
Detroit, Houston, Seattle, New Orleans, Tucson, and 
Washington, D.C.

Michigan Humanities Council
Humanities Grants emphasize collaboration among 
cultural, educational and community-based organizations 
and institutions in order to serve Michigan’s people 
with public humanities programming. These grants 
play a vital role in defining our culture, our state, our 
community and ourselves, and are intended to connect 
us to Michigan’s rich cultural heritage and historical 
resources through initiatives that help the people of 
our state reason together and learn from one another. 
Humanities projects help shape our individuality and 
community; pose fundamental questions about the past, 
present, and future; inspire us to ask who we are and 
what our lives should mean; and connect and unite us to 
all of humankind.

Arts in Education Grant
The AIE program is a competitive program that seeks to 
fund (up to $20,000) arts education school-based arts 
learning projects, designed to introduce or enhance 
student knowledge of and participation in a particular 
art form such as: dance, theatre, music, creative writing, 
storytelling, visual arts (including video, media arts and 
graphic design), or traditional folk arts. These projects 
connect with students and the world around them by 
exploring, sharing and supporting creative expression, 
and by doing so they promote the health and well-being 
of students and citizens throughout our state.

Arts Midwest GIG Fund
Arts Midwest’s Grow, Invest, Gather (GIG) Fund 
provides financial support to arts organizations for 
rebuilding and re-imagining creative engagement in 
their communities amidst the challenging uncertainty 
affecting all corners of the creative sector. Whether your 
organization is recovering, starting anew, or doing your 
best to hold steady, this flexible support opportunity 
will help you grow by investing in your capacity to 
gather your community to experience the power of 
creative expression together. Funds are intended for 
organizations to build their capacity by having multiple 
points of access to support presenting performing and 
visual artists of high artistic merit, virtually or in-person.

Arts Equipment and Supplies Grant
Michigan Youth Arts (MYA), on behalf of The Michigan 
Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs, is offering Michigan 
K-12 schools grants of up to $1,500 to pay for arts 
equipment (including repairs of arts equipment) or 
supplies being used within the classroom/school setting. 
Grants are determined by independent panelists, based 
on demonstrated need and goals for implementation. 
Michigan K-12 teachers of any “arts” subject may 
apply for the grant, including: visual arts, vocal music, 
instrumental music, and dance. Grants are awarded on 
a reimbursement basis. Only one Arts Equipment & 
Supplies grant will be given per school.

Washington State
Humanities Washington - Opportunity 
Grants
Available to small or rural organizations for public 
humanities presentations. Opportunity grants do not 
require a funding match, and organizations may request 
up to $1,000. Applications are accepted on a rolling 
basis throughout the year until all funds are distributed.

Tennessee
Tennessee State - Search for Grants

https://www.pw.org/content/about_readings_workshops
https://www.pw.org/content/about_readings_workshops
https://www.commfound.org/grants/get-grant/community-trust
https://www.instrumentl.com/grants/mhc-humanities-grants
https://www.michiganbusiness.org/industries/macc/macc-grants/
https://www.artsmidwest.org/programs/gigfund
https://www.romi.gov/1259/Arts-and-Culture-Grant-Opportunities
https://www.humanities.org/program/grants/ 
https://www.humanities.org/program/grants/ 
https://www.commfound.org/grants/get-grant/community-trust
https://www.tn.gov/rural/search-for-grants---resources.html

