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Will loves to whinge.

He is the master of complaining.

Until one night, a magnificent hot-air balloon takes  Will to an odd little town where the 
townspeople  crown him King.

But with everyone in town being constant complainers –  will this moaning, groaning  
King really want to keep the crown?

Everyone needs a little groan now and then, but some people just take it too far! Meet Will. He is a grumble machine 
who doesn’t like anything. From ice-cream being too cold to spaghetti being too long!

When a mysterious balloon takes Will to the town of Whingeville, the hot air balloon ride may not be the only fresh 
perspective. 

Parents and educators will value the subtlety of the message in this story. The essence of gratitude is woven within a 

humorous tale oozing with warmth by award-winning author Coral Vass. Illustrations by Aleksandra Szmidt. 

l	 Excellent conversation starter about gratitude.
l	 Lyrically rhyming, this is a beautiful story for classroom read-alouds.
l	 May (potentially) discourage whinging! 

 

KEY MARKETING AND PUBLICITY
l	 Watch out for this title on Storytime with Fergie and Friends. (Sarah Ferguson Duchess of  

 York is a massive Larrikin fan!) - 36K Youtube, 11.9k Instagram followers.
l	 Giveaways, Reviews and Q&As with key media, book reviewers and online influencers
l	 Author available for school visits
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At Larrikin House,  we take fun seriously!
We create books kids LOVE to read and believe education and literacy is an organic by-product  
derived from the love of reading, focusing on reader engagement as key. 

As the home of children’s stories with humour and heart, Larrikin is making a promise to young  
readers to keep their interests at the fore, ensuring that we are delivering the books that Little  
Larrikins will enjoy over and over again. 

We bring the scary, the hairy, the slimy, the grimy, the laugh ’til your belly hurts books that keep  
kids wanting to turn the pages. We know parents love our books too with Larrikin titles fast  
becoming bedtime favourites! 

We’re always excited to unleash new and diverse voices into the wild with over 70% of our titles 
published by debut authors and illustrators. Thank you for supporting them, and us, in our quest  
to bring belly laughs and rollicking reads to even more Little Larrikins! 

CORAL VASS    
(AUTHOR): 
Coral Vass is an award-winning Australian children’s author. 

With a background in Media, Coral has always had a passion for 
telling stories and has been writing books for over ten years.

Coral loves visiting schools to share the power of story and inspire 
children with a love for literature. Her signature writing style has a 
splash of rhythm, a dash of rhyme and is stirred with fun. 

Coral is an ambassador for Reading Out of Poverty and is 
passionate about giving all children an equal opportunity to read. 

ALEKSANDRA SZMIDT    
(ILLUSTRATOR): 
Aleksandra Szmidt is an award-winning children’s book illustrator  
who grew up in the south of Poland before journeying to the other 
side of the world to live in New Zealand. 

Adept in both digital and traditional techniques, Aleksandra works 
from her home studio, creating one-of-a-kind artworks for clients 
across the globe. 

Her love of drawing children, animals and landscapes takes her 
back to the fun and adventures of her own childhood. To this she 
loves to add layers of magic and humour that are more imagination 
than reality. Aleksandra’s work brings her immense joy and a deep 
emotional connection to her art.

BOOK A LARRIKIN!
We welcome enquiries to book our authors and 
illustrators for your next literary event. 

Email: bookings@larrikinhouse.com.au For more great Larrikin titles visit: www.larrikinhouse.com.au
                 Follow us @larrikinhouse


