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Happy New Year, my fellow feathered 
readers, and welcome to the first issue of The 
Brooklyn Bird Bugle, written BY birds FOR 
birds. It’s 2021, finally! And what a year 2020 
was here in Prospect Park. 

First, the human population was significantly 
impacted by a COVID-19 lockdown which led 
to quieter times in the park for a few months. 
That was tough for the tinier ones among our 
community as we had a few more visits from 
hawks, Peregrine Falcons, and even a couple 
eagles. While we heartily welcome our larger 
friends, we do want to wish our smaller birds 
a safe winter.

Speaking of COVID-19, we extend our 
heartfelt support to the international bat 
community for accusations of involvement 
with the virus. We certainly understand the 
indignity of this, having lived through bird flu 
in the past.

Towards the end of the year, the Endale arch 
was repaired by humans with the finest wood 
panelling which created quite an excited stir 
amongst the bird community at the thought 
of potential future termite infestations. 
(Unfortunately this is unlikely, due to detailed 
workmanship by the humans). 

And now for the top news…
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Last month, Martha Swiftly, the president of 
the Prospect Park Chimney Swift Association, 
sent a “Cease and Desist” letter to the pigeon 
and bluejay communities asking them to 
refrain from “divebombing” the human 
population (who have been eating outdoors 
more lately) and stealing bits of food. Swiftly 
claims that the disruptive behavior has caused 
humans to look up more and has led to a rise 
in installations of caps on chimneys for fear 
that birds may enter. She claims that this 
jeopardizes the living conditions of the 
chimney swift community which has already 
been quietly roosting unseen in these 
chimneys.

A pigeon who would like to remain 
anonymous retorted that pigeons can hardly 
be blamed for humans looking up.

Alan Bluefeather, a bluejay and owner of 
Bluefeather’s Groceries, responded by saying 
that the bluejay community relies on his 
procurement of delicacies such as caramel-
covered popcorn bits and bagel crumbs from
La Bagel Delight. (It’s been said that last year

he even managed to obtain a half-filled jar of 
peanut butter off the stoop of a house on 
Garfield Street. How he could have 
accomplished this is unclear, though there’s 
been word that an unusually sympathetic 
family dog may have helped).

The matter has moved forward with legal 
proceedings and a court case will be held 
next month.

An accused pigeon refuses to comment on the case.



There has been a rise of acorn theft within the 
Grey Squirrel community, as reported by our 
guest reporter, Matilda the Squirrel. 

Apparently nut theft is common this time of 
year. Matilda recommends that all squirrels 
stay cautious and engage in commonly 
practiced anti-theft tactics such as digging 
fake holes and pretending to put nuts in them, 
to trick thieves.

While this news does not directly relate to 
our bird community, it’s worth noting that 
a hungry squirrel may eat bird eggs in spring. 
Matilda requests that we report any nut 
theft sightings.

One question that plagues any self-respecting 
bird is “where can I get a good bath around 
here?” Even if the birdbaths in the nearby 
backyards weren’t frozen over, would we really 
want to get in them in this weather and risk 
freezing our feathers together?

Isadora Finch, who lives in the third bush after 
the baseball diamonds in Prospect Park, gave 
a lecture this morning on her winter hygiene 
technique to clean feathers. She recommends 
“bathing” in powdery snow. Finch 
demonstrated her method which involves 
flicking bits of snow over her back with her 
beak. “I try to avoid the yellow snow of 
course,” she says. She claims snow bathing 
can give your feathers a decent clean “almost 
as good as a bath, but without the chill”. 

Her lecture then went into fascinating details 
showing that clean fluffy feathers help us trap 
air pockets against our skin. Our bodies then 
warm up the trapped air and keep us toasty, 
often over 100°F! 

Isadora Finch added that the snow has an 
extra benefit: “You can eat a little of the snow 
too, if you’re thirsty”. She prefers to mix the 
snow with sunflower seeds from a feeder on 
Carroll Street, claiming the oil from the seeds 
gives her a real boost of energy.

Have you seen this squirrel? If so, please email:
robin@brooklynbirdbugle.com



When winter surrounds us and the earthworms 
and insects are nowhere in sight, do we have 
to resort to eating shrivelled, spoiled berries? 
No! For delicious, hyper-local organic berries, 
this “common winterberry” bush tastes far 
from common. Berries are unusually plump this 
year and have lasted well into the winter. 
Please note: if you do stop by this bush, don’t 
forget to poop out the seeds on some fertile 
ground within the park so we will have similar 
delicious berry bushes growing in the future.

The Ilex verticillata (common 
winterberry bush) south of the 
Boathouse.

(minus one star for the cat that 
sometimes lurks nearby).

Food reporter Alan Bluefeather chows down on a berry.



Our Health and Safety Reporter, Marco 
Greyback, would like to extend a post-
holiday warning to all Brooklyn birds to watch 
where you step this January. Greyback notes 
that this time of year there are sometimes bits 
of string and ribbon left over from the 
humans’ habits of gift exchanges in 
December and February.

As every careful bird knows, string can get 
entangled in our toes and cut off circulation. 
Many pigeons (or other birds) have lost toes 
or even a whole foot to bits of string. If you 
come across a piece of string, please take 
every precaution. Greyback advises storing it 
safely away in the southernmost bush on 
Duck Island, where it may help with making 
nests in spring.

Enterprising young local whippersnapper 
Florence Chirp recently created a how-to 
video for birds showing how to make a paper 
airplane “that you can kind of actually ride 
in”. According to her, the airplanes are 
“really easy to make” and can be made using 
any large paper scrap found in Prospect Park 
trash bins. 

While it’s still unclear why any bird would 
need to (or, in fact, even want to) make a 
paper airplane to fly in, we commend the 
youngster’s spirit and enthusiasm. Florence 
says she was inspired by the airplanes that fly 
over the park to LaGuardia. She plans to 
study aerodynamics when she grows up. We 
are sure she could teach us a thing or two 
about efficient flying. 

Marco Greyback walks cautiously, looking out for string.

Florence Chirp attempts to drum up enthusiasm about her 
paper airplane. Check out her video through the youtube 
link on our website: www.brooklynbirdbugle.com



FREE GIVEAWAY—well-constructed nest 
available in the lower branches of the First 
Big Oak, just northeast of the Picnic House. 
I made this beauty myself last spring with 
sticks, receipts, and wrappers from a garbage 
can. I love it and didn’t want to leave it 
except that I had to head south 
for winter. Anyone is welcome to take it 
over this spring, as I doubt I’ll be back! 
Might need some reconstructing after the 
spring thaw.

WANTED—a few fluffy robins to huddle 
with this winter, and maybe work together to 
find some food. I’m a robin whose been 
fluffing up my feathers but it just isn’t keeping 
me warm enough. If interested in banding 
together, please come to the Third Maple 
on the Long Meadow at sunset and give 
three chirps.

RIDING LESSONS—Local cat here. Offering 
riding lessons on my back (or on my head, if 
you’d prefer) to any non-predatory birds. The 
lessons are completely safe and there is no 
reason whatsoever to be concerned. Meet 
under the north statue at the 3rd street 
entrance midday tomorrow. Please eat first. 
(Note from The Brooklyn Bird Bugle: the classifieds section is 
open to postings from all wildlife and we are not responsible 
for verifying the safety of the postings).

LOST OR STOLEN—A HOLE FILLED WITH 
ACORNS. Thought I dug it on the north side 
of the First Maple Tree, west of the Vale of 
Cashmere? Maybe I was wrong. Anyone seen 
it? Please please contact me asap. I fattened 
myself up for the winter but not enough. 
Frank the Squirrel.



ANNOUNCEMENT—UPCOMING FESTIVAL. 
January 20. Multiple acts. Opens with a 
musical concert by The Cardinal Trio. The 
featured talent show attraction will be Crow 
Blackeye fashioning human-like tools with her 
beak and feet.

SINGING LESSONS—experienced mourning 
dove available to teach singing. Fluent in all 
birdsong. Start practicing now to attract the 
right mate this spring. Cost: Only 10 seeds 
per lesson.

FOUND—RED FELT HAT. Looks like it’s from 
a human child’s doll. Too big for my head (I’m 
a duck) but would maybe fit a finch or 
chickadee who needs a little extra warmth 
this winter? I left it on a branch in the first 
bush on the south side of the ice rink.

MIGRATORY SAVINGS BANK. Invest in your 
future. You only need 5 seeds to open an 
account with us. Stop by today: we have 
branches in every tree. FDIC insured (Fowl 
Deposit Insurance Corporation).
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