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ARTS AND HERITAGE ST. ALBERT
Pottery – Wheel Throwing: Level 1 community program

Cover image:  ᒥᓂᐢᑎᐠ ᒥᐦᑭᓈᕁ Ministik Mihkinâhk Turtle 
Island exhibition celebration



MISSION:
To provide exceptional arts and heritage experiences in the community.

VISION:
To play a prominent leadership role in fostering a thriving arts and heritage 
community.

VALUES:
Service – Serving the community
Commitment – Living the mission
Responsiveness – Listening and building relationships. Open to opportunity
Innovation – Seeking change through innovation and creativity
Integrity – Modelling integrity and accountability
Fairness – Embracing equity

About Arts and 
Heritage
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ARTS AND HERITAGE ST. ALBERT
Alberta Culture Days gallery activity



Board of Trustees + Staff
FOUNDATION OFFICE:
Executive Director
Ann Ramsden
Finance Director
Natacha Stewart
Marketing + Communications Coordinator
Shawna Randolph
Operations + Digital Media Specialist
Aimee Lauzon
Graphic Designer
Caitlin Chandler
Visual Communications
Janine Karasick-Acosta
Program Registrar
Mary Redcliffe

BOARD: 
Chair
Max Frank
Vice-Chair
Ahmad Sanni
Secretary/Treasurer
Suzanne Richford
Trustees
Tim McFetridge
Tom Thackeray
Craig Cameron
Jennifer McCurdy
David Woloshyn
Jody Swanson

ART GALLERY OF ST. ALBERT: 
Director/Rental + Sales Associate
Leah Louden 
Program Manager
Shannon Vance
Visual Arts Programmer 
Heather Shepherd
Curator
Emily Baker
Visitor Services Coordinator
Brenda Lakeman

MUSÉE HÉRITAGE MUSEUM:
Director
Shari Strachan
Curator
Martin Bierens
Archivist 
Vino Vipulanantharajah
Education Coordinator
Kelly Edgeworth
Brett Lamoureux (on leave)
Aboriginal Programmer
Celina Loyer
Museum Educator
Tessa Rinaldi
Alex Despins (on leave)
Interim Educational Programmer
Maria Nelson
Public Programs + Heritage Sites Manager
Christina Hardie
Maintenance Coordinator
Robert Croteau
Visitor Services Coordinator 
Edna Baker

Positions stated as of March 2024
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Message from the 
Chair of the Board
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I am thrilled to be sitting as Board Chair along with an exceptional team of fellow Trustees, and I am pleased 
to announce that we have expanded, adding two more in 2023. This enhances our efforts to develop quality 
policies that our supporters expect of us and to remain fiscally strong.  

I want to give a special thanks to Jennifer McCurdy, who served as Board Chair until June 2023. I also welcome 
David Woloshyn and Jody Swanson to the Board.

I thank our Executive Director and staff for their continued commitment and creativity in 2023. As you will 
read in the ED’s message on the following page, this year has been a year of growth.

Art galleries, museums, and heritage sites are essential parts of our cultural identity. The Foundation would 
not be able to operate the Art Gallery of St. Albert, Musée Héritage Museum, and St. Albert’s heritage sites 
without valued support. 

We are tremendously thankful for the City of St. Albert’s continued financial support of the Arts and Heritage 
Foundation as stewards of culture within our community. 

We also greatly appreciate the Government of Canada’s funding from its Museum Assistance Program, which 
has been crucial for the AHF and many museums nationwide. We are also thankful for continued funding from 
the Alberta Foundation for the Arts. 

Finally, on behalf of the entire Board, we would like to thank you for your support, whether through a kind 
donation, a sponsorship, registration for one of our programs, or simply enjoying our exhibitions or special 
events.

Thank you, 
Max Frank, Chair of the Board of Trustees 

ARTS AND HERITAGE ST. ALBERT
Creative Toddler + Me community program



Message from the 
Executive Director
The title of this year’s Report to the Community is quite fitting, as I am pleased to share with you that the Arts 
and Heritage Foundation (AHF) is successfully rebounding! (in 2022 while coming out of the pandemic, our 
report was titled Poised for Growth). 

We welcomed over 10,000 more visitors in comparison to 2022. The sector is still recovering from the 
pandemic, and while we are still below our pre-pandemic visitation, we are pleased to announce that we are 
now at 77% of our pre-COVID average (compared to 63% in 2022). 

We are continuing to adapt and find new ways to bring arts and heritage experiences to the community. 

In January, we launched our new visitor-focused website. It showcases the wide range of experiences that we 
offer from exhibitions, school and community art + history programs, gift shops, art rental and sales and our 
archives and collections. It allows visitors to register for community programs and buy gift shop items directly 
from our website. As a result of this new website, we have noticed an increase in the number of people taking 
in our exceptional arts and heritage experiences. 

Thanks to our Board of Trustees, staff and volunteers for their dedication and support as we continue to 
rebound from the pandemic years. 

We greatly appreciate all who support us, enabling us to meet our community’s arts and heritage needs. 

Thank you,
Ann Ramsden, Executive Director 
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Arts + Heritage summer camp



Housed in the historic Banque d’Hochelaga building in the centre of St. Albert’s vibrant 
downtown, the Art Gallery of St. Albert offers free entry and art activities for all ages. 
The beautiful space features community and contemporary art exhibitions, as well as 
art and handcrafted gift items by local artists.

Tethers – Yvonne DuBourdieu and Margaret Witschl  
February 2 to March 11, 2023 

Connected Currents – Kelsey Stephenson  
March 16 to April 27, 2023

High Energy 28 – St. Albert High School Art Students  
May 4 to 25, 2023

Line + Form – Margriet Hogue and Ryan McCourt 
June 1 to 30, 2023

Beautiful Parasites – Tammy Salzl 
July 6 to August 19, 2023

Exhibitions
ART GALLERY OF ST. ALBERT

Click
to view 
media 
story

Click
to view 
media 
story

“I’ve been doing this for a while, and I can 
honestly say my experience working with you 
and the rest of the AGSA team was a 
highlight of my career. I sincerely appreciate 
your level of commitment and attention to 
detail. Thank you for all your hard work, 
passion and dedication.” 

–Tammy Salzl, Beautiful Parasites
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Beautiful Parasites exhibition

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/m4fc8cfanth3x5ft4zeu2/AGSA-exhibition-explores-flow-of-Alberta-s-geological-history-St.-Albert-Gazette.pdf?rlkey=aphkzoafxir4x2ozkeza1dcu7&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/eriesj3zg75hrhztgbpeb/Unveiling-the-intricate-layers-of-Beautiful-Parasites-St.-Albert-Gazette.pdf?rlkey=v72bqljkocyxyesg9qhvagk0v&dl=0


Remember – Resist - Relive – Riaz Mehmood 
August 24 to September 30, 2023

ᒫᒥᑐᓀᔨᐦᒋᑲᐣ  ᑯᑖᐄᐧᐤ mâmitonêyihcikan  kotâwîw 
my mind digs in the soil like a turtle – Heather Shillinglaw 
October 5 to November 25, 2023

Inter Mundos – Megan Klak, Daniel Evans and Marilene Oliver 
November 30, 2023 to January 27, 2024 

STAIRCASE FEATURE GALLERY:
landEscape – Crystal Lee Clark 
February 7 to May 6, 2023 

Annus Mirabilis – Monique 
May 9 to August 5, 2023

Hanji – Eunju Park 
August 8 to November 4, 2023 

Liminal Spaces – Jacqueline Huskisson 
November 7, 2023 to February 3, 2024 

Exhibitions
ART GALLERY OF ST. ALBERT

Click
to view 
media 
story

Click
to view 
media 
story

Click
to view 
media 
story
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“I am so happy I decided to stop in 
today. I could have spent hours in the 
virtual worlds and our world looking 
at the incredible art. So much thought 
and artistry and knowledge it boggles 
my mind! Thank you.” 

–A visitor who viewed Inter Mundos

Annus Mirabilis exhibition

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/jwen2yy0ow9fzejl4y8t3/When-visual-arts-and-politics-intersect-St.-Albert-Gazette.pdf?rlkey=2ajapy9jv5hbisj729a1llcuh&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/jls4jpo7j6gobaypqltwm/Captivating-textile-art-exhibit-depicts-devastating-changes-to-traditional-landmarks-Alberta-Native-News.pdf?rlkey=zgkaw92vo0xdj3x4ugsc4c60k&dl=0
https://windspeaker.com/news/windspeaker-news/artist-finds-joy-and-freedom-movement-shawl-nature-and-connection-ancestors


Exhibitions
ART GALLERY OF ST. ALBERT
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VAULT FEATURE GALLERY:
ᒥᓂᐢᑎᐠ ᒥᐦᑭᓈᕁ Ministik Mihkinâhk – turtle island –
Community members of all ages 
November 1 to 25, 2023 

Special Highlight: CONNECTING WITH THE COMMUNITY:
In conjunction with her exhibition ᒫᒥᑐᓀᔨᐦᒋᑲᐣ ᑯᑖᐄᐧᐤ mâmitonêyihcikan 
kotâwîw my mind digs in the soil like a turtle, artist Heather Shillinglaw and 
local Elders led workshops sharing their stories and the story of Turtle Island. 
Inspired By Heather’s artwork, more than 200 students and community 
members created their turtle island with mixed media and fibre art techniques 
for ᒥᓂᐢᑎᐠ ᒥᐦᑭᓈᕁ Ministik Mihkinâhk Turtle Island in the vault exhibition 
space. A celebration opening event on November 4 featured a smudge and 
blessing by Elder Lynn Lush, poetry and music by Sissy Thiessen Kootenayoo of 
Wase Saba Experiences and catering by Pei Pei Chei Ow. We acknowledge the 
support of the Canada Council for the Arts, whose support made this project 
possible.  

Click
to view 
media 
story

General Attendance at AHF attractions:

2023 22,355   2022 17,686   2021 7,908

Heather Shillinglaw 

https://www.stalbertgazette.com/local-arts-and-culture/turtle-island-fibre-art-exhibit-at-st-albert-art-gallery-7802223


The Musée Héritage Museum is located in iconic St. Albert Place (designed by Douglas 
Cardinal), nestled along the Sturgeon River. It always has something new to experience. 
St. Albert’s diverse history and heritage are showcased in the History Gallery. The nearby 
feature gallery space showcases exhibitions that change throughout the year.

A Woman’s Place – How the strength of women laid the foundation for a city 
December 6, 2022 to March 11, 2023 

On the Trail of the Monarch Butterfly – Produced by the Canada Aviation and Space 
Museum in collaboration with the Embassy of Mexico
March 21 to June 18, 2023
Funding for this exhibition was provided by the federal government through 
the Museums Assistance Program Exhibition Circulation Fund.

Perpetual Motion – Early Travel and Transport in Central Alberta
June 27 to October 21, 2023

First Languages (Two presentations from the Canadian Language Museum)
Beyond Words: Dictionaries and Indigenous Languages
Cree: The People’s Language
October 31, 2023 to February 24, 2024

Exhibitions
MUSÉE HÉRITAGE MUSEUM

Click
to view 
media 
story

Click
to view 
media 
story

Click
to view 
media 
story

“Nicely done! Didn’t realize there 
were so many types of snowshoes!”

–A visitor who viewed Perpetual Motion

“Loved the local content in exhibition, 
liked the atmosphere - relaxed. Very 
pleasant experience.”

–A visitor who viewed A Woman’s Place
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First Languages exhibition activity

https://www.stalbertgazette.com/local-arts-and-culture/fluttering-close-to-extinction-6737348
https://www.stalbertgazette.com/local-arts-and-culture/musee-heritage-museum-exhibit-focuses-on-early-transportation-7262876
https://cfweradio.ca/2023/11/02/arts-and-heritage-st-albert-present-first-languages/


Heritage Sites
ST. ALBERT’S HISTORIC RIVER LOTS + GRAIN ELEVATORS

St. Albert’s Historic River Lots and Grain Elevators along Meadowview Drive tell the 
stories of Métis and French-Canadian settlement within the Sturgeon River Valley and 
the history of early Alberta grain transport. The Community Garden and the Dr. Anne 
Anderson Memorial Garden surround the restored La Maison Chevigny, Cunningham 
House, Belcourt House and Brousseau Granary. Nearby are the 1906 Brackman-Ker 
Grain Elevator, the 1929 Alberta Wheat Pool Grain Elevator and a replica train station, 
that acts as our visitor centre.

HIGHLIGHTS:
More than 1,500 guests toured our historic buildings during the 2023 operating 
season, and nearly 2,500 students participated in year-round field trips.

We piloted exciting new community programs that complement the heritage sites, 
including a series of fibre arts workshops facilitated by Kalea Turner-Beckett, a 
pickling class, and various onsite art programs with gallery staff. 

We hosted summer drop-in programs for children and adults inside the Train 
Station; our Wednesday evening Maker’s Meet-Up and Thursday Crafternoons!

Close to 40 gardeners enjoyed plots in our Community Garden. Gardeners donated 
192 lbs of potatoes, carrots, beets and beans to the St. Albert Food Bank.
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The Reds jigging in La Maison Chevigny 



Heritage Sites
ST. ALBERT’S HISTORIC RIVER LOTS + GRAIN ELEVATORS

In August, the St. Albert Weed Warriors hosted an onsite noxious weeds-pulling 
event, and in September, we piloted a gardening workshop with local gardening 
expert Charles Schroder.

We also shared gardening space with local organizations such as the St. Albert Seed 
Library, OutLoud St. Albert and the St. Albert-Sturgeon County Metis Local.

Museum and heritage staff participated in the REACH Program 2023, a program 
by Les Femmes Michif Otipemisiwak / Women of the Métis Nation to provide 
mentorship opportunities for young Métis women.

Special Highlight: CONNECTING WITH THE COMMUNITY:
St. Albert’s Historic River Lots hosted an archeological field school by the University 
of Alberta’s Institute of Prairie and Indigenous Archeology (IPIA) in May and June. 
Dr. Kisha Supernant, Director of the IPIA, asked to hold the field school onsite because 
she wanted her students to explore a Métis archaeological footprint. As a historic 
Métis settlement, St. Albert and Historic River Lots 23 and 24 provided the perfect 
opportunity! 

The field school collaborated with local Knowledge Keepers Celina and Darrell Loyer, 
the St. Albert-Sturgeon County Métis Local, the City of St. Albert, Métis community 
members and our Foundation. 
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Weed Warriors event



Heritage Sites
ST. ALBERT’S HISTORIC RIVER LOTS + GRAIN ELEVATORS

The field school provided unique learning opportunities for post-secondary students, 
local elementary students and the public. Five local schools participated in our 
exclusive Hidden Histories program, where students had the chance to learn about 
archaeology with Dr. Kisha Supernant and explore the excavation units alongside field 
school students. 

Métis Trash Talking: An Archaeological Footprint in St. Albert in June, where 
participants toured the excavation units and saw the belongings (artifacts) 
unearthed during the field school.

Follow-up Métis Trash Talking session at the Arden Theatre in November, to 
showcase what was discovered, and the overall significance of the field school.

Overall from this partnership, the opportunity to support the field school, deepen our 
understanding of St. Albert’s historic Métis community and share that knowledge with 
others has humbled us.

Click
to view 
media 
story
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“More than expected. A lot of good 
info and conversation. Beautiful 
houses.”

–Visitor to St. Albert’s Historic River Lots

Archeology field school

https://www.stalbertgazette.com/local-news/digging-up-the-past-capello-hardie-lamothe-supernant-bara-7134854


Special Events
GALLERY, MUSEUM AND HERITAGE SITES

In 2023, our facilities were once again popular places for people to rent for special 
events or to attend celebrations hosted by our staff.

HIGHLIGHTS:
The Gallery hosted a talk with Dr. Adriana Davies on Bootlegging, Murder and the End 
of Prohibition in Alberta as part of the Doors Open Historic Edmonton Festival.  

The Foundation hosted several events in partnership with the City of St. Albert 
as part of the Tamarack Institute’s Conference on asset-based community 
development. Attendees took part in walking tours highlighting local arts and history 
and a closing event hosted at the Gallery. 

ArtWalk brought 500 visitors to the Gallery and Museum over three nights. They 
visited the exhibitions and participated in special activities, including a sidewalk 
chalk display on our front steps.

During the International Children’s Festival, more than 300 children enjoyed the 
Found Object Fun activity at the Gallery, creating found object sculptures inspired by 
the exhibition Line and Form. In total, 1,362 children took part in programs at the 
Museum. Many children also witnessed a butterfly release at the Museum as part of 
the On the Trail of the Monarch Butterfly exhibition.

Special event participation:

2023 4,070   2022 5,209   2021 2,528
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Snowflake Festival event activity at the museum



Special Events
GALLERY, MUSEUM AND HERITAGE SITES

During St Albert’s Snowflake Festival, the Gallery and Museum welcomed more than 
1,000 visitors. 

We celebrated the Foundation’s 25th Anniversary with a Community Picnic in August 
at the Historic River Lots and Grain Elevators site.

Four wedding ceremonies were held in front of our historic grain elevators.

The Museum held a special Family Fun Day in December, during which people 
could come in from the cold and enjoy fun family-based activities while touring the 
exhibitions.

Total attendance within all of attractions run by 
AHF in 2023 = 61,344, whether it be a general 

visit, special event, community program or school 
program (50,809 in 2022)
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25th Anniversary event art activity



Rental + Sales 
Gallery/Gift Shops
GALLERY, MUSEUM AND HERITAGE SITES

The Rental and Sales Gallery, the Gallery Shop and the Museum Shop showcase the 
incredible breadth of talent in the St. Albert and Edmonton regions.

HIGHLIGHTS:
New promotions, including the Fall Book Sale and the Holiday Gift Guide in the 
Gallery and Museum gift shops, increased sales and awareness. 

Overall, the Gallery and Museum’s gift shops represent over 80 artists and artisans 
who create various handmade, designed and crafted products. They feature jewelry, 
pottery, textiles, stained glass, coffee, tea, books, toys, chocolate and more.    

The Rental and Sales Gallery added three new artists – Karen Blanchet, Roger Garcia 
and Rayma Peterson. 
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“Staff were both friendly and 
professional, available but not 
overwhelming. It was a delightful 
visit. We will be back!” 

–Comment from gift shop visitor

“What a beautiful, inclusive 
welcoming ambiance!”” 

–Comment from gift shop visitor



Programming
EDUCATION PROGRAMS

The Gallery, Museum, Little White School, Historic River Lots + Grain Elevators and 
the Father Lacombe Provincial Historic Site provided exceptional curriculum-based 
education programs in French and English for eager students in 2023. We reached 
almost 6,000 more students than in 2022 (see Education Program Participation chart 
on next page).

HIGHLIGHTS:
Indigenous Visual Arts Programmer Melissa Jo Belcourt Moses implemented new 
Indigenous visual art programs, including Parfleche Bags and Faux Caribou Hair 
Tufting. 

Educational programming attendance returned to 2019 pre-COVID studio and 
in-school booking levels while fewer virtual programs were held. 

“I really appreciated the clear instructions 
of the programs. The programmers were 
amazing and very patient with our classes.”

–James Gibbons School 

“We loved being able to attend the I Belong program at the Little 
White School! It made the whole concept of ‘how St Albert began’ 
seem more real for the little ones, and it saved so much on our 
budget to be able to have both of our kinder classes attend at the 
same time, sharing a bus! thank you!” ”

– École Marie Poburan School
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Boom + Bust field trip



Programming
EDUCATION PROGRAMS

Gallery educational programs served over 13,000 students. 

The Foundation added two new contract instructors to teach educational and 
community programs – Cynthia Fuhrer and Mark Goodchild

Education program breakdown:

2023 Education Programs In Person Programs In School Programs Homeschool 
Programs

Total Students

Gallery 358 167 64 13,526
Museum 141 36 2 5,249
Little White School 100 0 5 2,650
Grain Elevators 105 0 3 2,695
Father Lacombe Chapel 34 0 0 838
Totals 738 203 74 24,958
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Education program participation:

2023 24,958  

“We enjoyed the telling of the history of the 
Métis using some of the artifacts to illus-
trate and engage the students…I felt all 
parts were an integral part of learning more 
about the Indigenous Peoples (Métis).”

– Ochre Park School

Studio Métis Beading education program



Programming
COMMUNITY PROGRAMS

During this rebound year, interest in our community art experiences, and craft and 
history programs at the Museum and heritage sites soared. We saw an increase of 
more than 1,000 registrations in 2023!

HIGHLIGHTS:
The Museum programmers held several beading workshops this year. These 
included community favourites like the Orange Shirt Day pin and beaded poppy pin. 
Also, new workshops include making a beaded flower pin, the flower keychain and 
the snowflake pin. 

Our heritage sites’ programmers partnered with local gardening expert Charles 
Schroder to provide the public with seminars at the Historic River Lots that focus on 
building healthy garden soil and successfully starting plants from seeds. 

The We Are All Treaty People: Stitch Your Own Treaty 6 Needlework Sampler 
community program expanded this year.  A new component of the program was 
developed for teachers to also gain a better understanding of treaties and land 
based learning.

“I loved the location in the historic house 
and the lovely wool. The programmer 
was fabulous, it was a great afternoon.”

–Kalea Turner-Beckman
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Arts + Heritage summer camp



Programming
COMMUNITY PROGRAMS

New Gallery programs included Clay Club, Kids Art Lab, Introduction to Needle-
Felting, Clay Garden Gnomes, Clay Ornaments and Express Yourself—Pride at the 
Art Gallery of St. Albert, which was offered in collaboration with OutLoud St. Albert.

Gallery staff facilitated 34 private art classes in 2023, including 10 of our popular Art 
Birthday Party events. Several of our private art classes were for local Embers and 
Guides groups who loved learning new art-making techniques such as yarn painting 
and linoleum printmaking. Other private art classes offered groups of co-workers, 
families or friends time to enjoy their creative sides and spend time together while 
learning from a local artist!   

“I did a Needle-Felting course on Friday night 
with a few friends and I just wanted to say it 
was absolutely incredible. It was affordable 
and informational, and I would absolutely do it 
again and recommend it over and over again.” 

–Anonymous 

“The programmer was outstanding at their job. 
They were friendly, incredibly knowledgeable, 
skilled, made you feel welcomed and helped 
you really enjoy the class.”

–Anonymous 

Community program participation:

2023 9,961 
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Archives + 
Collections
MUSÉE HÉRITAGE MUSEUM

Our archives + collections department was again active within the community during 
this rebound year, supporting research projects and presenting to community groups. 

Collections
HIGHLIGHTS:

Items from the Bruin Inn Boomers hockey team and the much-loved 
Apple Tree that was retired from the St. Albert Public Library.

David Callihoo donated his father’s fiddle and music. David’s father, Vital, 
was a renowned fiddle player. We were proud to have David and his family 
at the Museum to donate the instrument and belongings officially.
 
Another significant donation came from the NABI building, which once served as St. 
Albert’s first high school. The City of St. Albert demolished the building by the end of 
2023. We received some of the original locker doors and plans of the building.

Click
to view 
media 
story
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Click
to view
photo

David Callihoo

https://www.stalbertgazette.com/local-news/st-albert-library-retires-apple-tree-statue-king-kissau-bedard-6498283
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/mguxvpiz5cb21u0qky59y/DSC_7930.JPG?rlkey=5rlij8pkdpqu9e7e5hv9z7qbh&e=1&dl=0


Archives + 
Collections
MUSÉE HÉRITAGE MUSEUM

Archives
HIGHLIGHTS:

The archives were re-accredited this year by the Archives Society of Alberta (ASA). 
We will now be an ASA institutional member through 2028–29.
 
Our archives staff presented at the ASA 2023 Biennial Conference in Edmonton 
about user research experience regarding residential schools at our archives.

Our collections staff presented at the Callihoo and Cunningham family reunions to 
share some historic family objects and archival materials. They also attended the 
Michel Callihoo Nation Society meetings to present the Michel Band tabletop exhibit 
and the Treaty 6 Medal.

Some of our photographs this year were requested to be used in various 
sources, such as reports for the Missing Children and Unmarked Graves project, 
Reconciliation Garden at the Alberta Legislature grounds, Telus World of Science 
Edmonton programming and an educational video for Beaver Hills Biosphere 
looking at the life of Ketchamoot.

The archives processed the John Beedle fonds this year, which are more than 700 
photographs from the renowned horticulturalist and long-time City of St. Albert 
parks planner. Volunteers completed this project over five years.

How people contacted our archives:

    Totals
Walk in
Phone
Email
Social media/other
TOTAL

42
39
75
15
171
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Click
to view 
media 
story

Archival Usage:

Service
Research Inquiries
Staff time

2023
171
136.25 hrs

Callihoo and Cunningham historic family items

https://www.stalbertgazette.com/local-news/renowned-parks-planners-picts-go-online-beedle-wallace-plain-vipulanantharajah-6610117


Marketing + 
Communications
The Marketing + Communications department continued following its new 
comprehensive communications plan, developed in 2022, to help staff better fulfill 
Strategic Plan Pillar 2: Engage Our Community.  

HIGHLIGHTS:
A new website launched early this year to make it easier for people to plan their 
experiences at our facilities and have a more accessible online shopping and 
program booking experience.
 
2022 plans to significantly enhance the Foundation’s overall social media activity 
led to new job duties for an administrative staff member with specialized digital 
media post-secondary education. 2023 saw a solid increase in both Instagram and 
Facebook followers.

Social Media Followers As of Dec 31, 2023 As of Dec 31, 2022
Ahf Main (For Museum + HS) Facebook 2,294 1,923
Ahf Main (For Museum + HS) Instagram 974 702
Gallery Facebook 2,387 1,951
Gallery Instagram 3,645 3,214
Ahf Main (For Museum + HS) Twitter 3,584 3,753
Gallery Twitter 2,838 2,870

Website page views 2023* 2022**
221,115 192,047
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*no data from Jan 27–Feb 22 due to website changeover

**2022 total visits were to three separate websites, AHF main, the 
Gallery and Museum/heritage sites – before the 2023 launch of 
one AHF site to showcase all areas.



Volunteers
Our wonderful volunteers contributed 1,851 hours of support within all areas, in 2023 
and we are very grateful for their continued support.  

HIGHLIGHTS:
Volunteers helped make our events a huge success, helping with exhibition 
openings and large celebrations like the AHF 25th Anniversary Picnic at the Historic 
River Lots, Children’s Festival and Snowflake Festival at the Gallery and Museum.

Some assisted with gallery programming for Turtle Island, Homeschool Art and 
Culture Days, and behind the scenes they were integral to the preparation for all 
programs. 

Volunteers assisted Museum staff by digitizing archives, preparing materials for 
programs, providing front desk assistance, installing exhibitions and maintaining 
facilities.

Other volunteers helped in maintain the community garden, the Dr. Anne Anderson 
Memorial Garden and the compost at the Historic River Lots.
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Volunteers Karen MacDougall, Karen Fantin and Beth 



Sponsors + Donors
Legacy
City of St. Albert 
Government of Alberta

Alberta Foundation for the Arts
Alberta Museums Association
Alberta Arts, Culture and Status of 
Women

Government of Canada
Young Canada Works
Community Foundations of Canada
Museum Assistance Program
Canada Council for the Arts
REACH Leadership Mentoring
Canada Summer Jobs
Canada Alberta Jobs Grant

Benefactor
Great West Newspapers, LP
Leona Pritchard

Patron
Google Adwords

Leader
Rick + Brunne Sinneave

Cornerstone
ATB Investor Services Foundation
Dave and Ann Conlin
Richard Wasylynchuk

Contributor
Robert Madden

Sustainer
Kyle Beal Art Services 
Tim Downey
Tom + Kathy Thackeray
Patricia Hartnagel
Mitch and Maryann Sabourin
Dr. Alan Murdock
Michael Hibberd
Marilyn Wrangler
Shari Strachan
Andrew Raczynski
Brett Lamoureux
Western Moving + Storage 
Pierre Bataillard
Terri Polet
David Woloshyn
Susan Jones
CanadaHelps.org
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Financials
REVENUES 2023

EXPENSES

OTHER INCOME (expenses)

City of St. Albert operating grant
Program + site administration 
Other grants
Gift shop, art rental + sales and exhibition sales
Donations, fundraising and sponsorship
Father Lacombe Chapel
Miscellaneous

Wages, benefits and contracted services
Repairs and maintenance
Program supplies and expenses
Office
Rent
Goods purchased for resale
Advertising and promotion
Exhibition supplies and expenses
Utilities and telephone
Father Lacombe Chapel
Insurance
Professional development
Professional fees
Projects
Amortization

Excess (Deficiency) of revenues over expenditures from operations

COVID-19 subsidies
Proceeds on share redemption
Gain on disposal of furniture and equipment

Excess of revenues over expenditures for the year

1,754,104
308,440
228,366
110,899

89,636
60,254
11,755

2,563,454

1,589,890
197,597
138,447
118,534

85,113
73,047
62,931
61,696
60,483
58,408
19,765
17,564
17,262

3,264
16,359

2,520,360
43,094

–
–
–

43,094

2023 FINANCIALS

2023 FINANCIALS

For a copy of our full Audited Financial 
Statements please visit
https://www.artsandheritage.ca/pages/
board-reports
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2022
1,643,750

226,689
236,336
130,220

75,702
60,211

7,029
2,379,937

1,562,676
145,468
122,658
142,007

82,163
75,904
71,505
54,060
61,543
55,229
16,790

3,488
16,946

4,220
11,694

2,426,525
(46,414)

100,000
5,219
4,922

110,141
63,727

https://www.artsandheritage.ca/pages/board-reports
https://www.artsandheritage.ca/pages/board-reports


Time and Terrain – Connecting to Land and Sky by Samantha Williams-Chapelsky
February 1 to March 9, 2024

Threading Through Time by Raneece Buddan
March 11 to April 25, 2024

High Energy 29 by St. Albert High School Students
May 2 to May 25, 2024

In Violet Light by April Dean and Taiessa Pagola
May 30 to July 6, 2024

Fire In Her Hands by Elke Blodgett
July 11 to August 10, 2024

1 Milk / 2 Sugar by E.M. Bowd
August 15 to September 28, 2024

Strange Jury by Dwayne Martineau
October 4 to November 16, 2024

Looking Ahead to 
2024 Exhibitions
ART GALLERY OF ST. ALBERT
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Guilded – Gobsmacked by St. Albert Place Visual Arts Council members
November 22, 2024 to January 25, 2025

STAIRCASE FEATURE GALLERY:
Inseparable Fragments by Santosh Korthiwada
February 6 - May 4, 2024

Skate World by Lexi Pendzich 
May 7 to August 3, 2024

I Know What It Looks Like by Mia Ohki 
August 6 to November 2, 2024

Afterglow by Holly de Moissac 
November 5, 2024 to February 1, 2025

VAULT FEATURE GALLERY:
Good Grief by Jake Kimble 
June 4 to July 20, 2024

Night Vision by Haylee Fortin 
August 14 to September 21, 2024

Looking Ahead to 
2024
ART GALLERY OF ST. ALBERT
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The Wild Side: Polar Prairie Pacific by Dave Conlin
March 5 to June 29, 2024

Hear Our Voices: Michel People and Residential Schools
Curated by the Friends of the Michel Society
July 9 to October 12 , 2024

Warm and Woolly
October 22, 2024 to February 25, 2025

Looking Ahead to 
2024
MUSÉE HÉRITAGE MUSEUM
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The Wild Side: Polar Prairie Pacific exhibition


