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MISSION
To provide exceptional arts and heritage experiences in the community.

VISION
To play a prominent leadership role in fostering a thriving arts and heritage community.

VALUES
 � Service – Serving the Community

 � Commitment – Living the Mission

 � Responsiveness – Listening and building relationships. Open to opportunity

 � Innovation – Seeking change through innovation and creativity

 � Integrity – Modelling integrity and accountability

 � Fairness – Embracing equity

ABOUT ARTS AND HERITAGE
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Snowflake Festival participants and visitors at 
the Art Gallery of St. Albert



Positions stated as of December 2019 
(for an updated list of staff & board please visit our website)

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Chair
Vice-Chair

Secretary/Treasurer
Trustees

FOUNDATION OFFICE
Executive Director
Finance Director
Marketing & Communications 

Community Development Coordinator
Graphic Designer
Program Registrar & Admin Assistant

ART GALLERY OF ST. ALBERT
Director/Curator
Program Manager 
Indigenous Visual Arts Programmer
Community Programs Coordinator
Rental & Sales Associate

Exhibitions Assistant
Visitor Services Coordinator

Visual Communications

MUSÉE HÉRITAGE MUSEUM
Director
Curator
Program Manager
Education Programmer

Aboriginal Programmer
Archivist
Heritage Sites Facility Manager
Heritage Sites Curator
Visitor Services Coordinator 
Weekend Visitor Services Coordinator
Contract Project Archivist

Barry Bailey
Tim McFetridge (until May)
Jennifer McCurdy (appointed June)
Megan Hurley
Craig Cameron
Susan Jones
Tom Thackeray (elected May)
Stacy Maurier (elected May)

Ann Ramsden
Natacha Stewart
Isabel Onaba (until June)
John Vandenbeld (July–October)
Shawna Randolph (started December)
Suellen Pineau 
Caitlin Chandler
Kayla Goodwin

Jenny Willson
Shannon Vance
Heather Shillinglaw
Katherine Hutton
Pamela Gendron (until July)
Leah Louden (started July)
Emily Baker
Heather Shepherd (until July)
Alison Prsa
Janine Karasick-Acosta

Shari Strachan
Joanne White
Sharon Morin
Roy Toomey
Brett Lamoureux
Alex Despins (started March)
Celina Loyer
Vinothaan (Vino) Vipulanantharajah
Merlin Rosser
Amy Samson
Edna Baker
Aayla Vance
Jia Jia Yong

BOARD OF TRUSTEES AND STAFF

Visitor Services Coordinator, Alison Prsa at 
the Art Gallery of St. Albert's First Look Event 

Photo by Graham Roth 

Curator, Joanne White prepping an artifact for 
the museum's Gold Mountain Dream exhibition
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I was excited to take time and reflect on the past year on behalf of the Arts and 
Heritage Board of Trustees.  That’s because we actively started to implement 
our 2018–2020 Strategic Plan.

The plan is our direction to ensure that our team is dedicated to playing a 
prominent leadership role in fostering a thriving arts and heritage community 
and providing exceptional experiences to the public.  The Foundation has been 
actively sticking to its values; to serve the community, live its mission, and build 
relationships in the most innovative way possible.

In 2019, the Board welcomed Stacy Maurier. We thanked Tim McFetridge for 
his time as a trustee and as Vice-Chair, as he moved on from the team this 
year. Jennifer McCurdy became our new Vice-Chair. 

Our board team members this year attended as many exciting and fun-filled 
events as possible that the Foundation’s staff and volunteers coordinated for 
the community.  We witnessed first-hand how those events have resulted in 
truly outstanding experiences for residents.

On behalf of the entire Board, we would like to thank you for your support; 
either your kind donation, a sponsorship, registering for one of our community 
programs or simply absorbing the awe of our exhibitions. 

We are also tremendously thankful for the City of St. Albert’s continued finan-
cial support of the Arts and Heritage Foundation.  

Lastly, we have gratitude towards Ann Ramsden, the Foundation’s Executive 
Director and her team; for their endless dedication to keeping the arts and 
heritage community thriving for you, in St. Albert.

Barry Bailey, Chair of the Board of Trustees

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR OF THE BOARD
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Reflecting on 2019 has been exceptionally exciting for me as this has 
been a year of impressive growth for the Arts and Heritage Foundation 
of St. Albert. We experienced not only growth in interest from community 
members but also growth within our partnerships. In 2019 we are proud to 
have served 83,376 visitors, students and class participants.

We welcomed more visitors to the Art Gallery once our beautiful barrier-
free expansion and renovations were complete. (You will read later in this 
report how the changes have enhanced our ability to offer this space to the 
community as a popular destination place for people to express their own artistic 
expressions).  I can’t thank the City of St. Albert, Government of Alberta and 
Government of Canada enough for their outstanding financial support to 
make this expansion possible and successful. 

We also opened the Hogan and Cunningham houses on river Lot 24 to 
the public this year. This allowed us to provide more opportunities for the 
public to learn about St. Albert’s history and celebrate its diversity.  

I am also excited to share with you that in 2019 we enhanced our school 
field trip programs at the gallery, museum and heritage sites to provide 
exceptional arts and heritage experiences to both students and teachers 
in the community. As a result, we noticed a significant increase in field trip 
attendance at all locations. 

We greatly appreciate all who support us, which enable us to manage and 
maintain our well conserved historical buildings, programs and exhibitions 
to create unforgettable experiences. It’s what the community expects of 
the Arts and Heritage Foundation of St. Albert.

At the time of writing this report we are just coming to terms with the 
impact of the Covid-19 pandemic. I hope you and your families are safe 
and healthy. Museums and galleries are part of the community and we look 
forward to seeing you when we reopen. 

Ann Ramsden, Executive Director

MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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Our museum and heritage site staff members in 2019 not only enhanced ways to share history 
they also created unforgettable experiences, and focused on developing further partnerships and 
collaborations in the community. Our partnerships with school districts, teachers & students is 
growing each year as we continually expand our support to the provincial education curriculum. 
Our on-site and in-classroom field trips became more popular this year, as well as our programs 
offered to several community groups.  

We continue to grow our partnerships with Indigenous communities, government agencies, other 
non-profit organizations and local businesses. These partnerships allow us to expand how we serve 
the community by building and sharing knowledge about our history.

The Arts and Heritage Foundation is known as the primary resource for historic experiences in our 
community. More than ever, community partners are approaching our museum and heritage site 
staff members to work together to provide this service to St. Albert. Whether it be an exhibition, a 
student field trip or community program, providing access to archival materials, a special event, or 
simply a family visit on a weekend afternoon, our museum and heritage buildings have provided long 
lasting experiences and memories and 2019 was no exception. 

The Musée Héritage Museum is the keeper of the history, traditions and heritage 
of St Albert and district. Together with the community we build knowledge, explore 
our relationship with the natural environment, and celebrate historic diversity.

MUSÉE HÉRITAGE MUSEUM

SERVING THE COMMUNITY

We were honored that the Alberta Museums 
Association (AMA) presented our Musée Héritage 
Museum with the 2019 Robert R. Janes Award 
for Social Responsibility. The AMA observed our 
museum staff members’ long-term efforts to imbed 
social responsibility through programming, events, 
development, and community relationships. Our 
demonstrated commitment stood out as a model 
for other institutions!

Visitors at the Sit Down and I'll Tell You A Story museum exhibition
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(Held over until January 13!)
Alberta and the Great War 
This exhibition started in October 2018 and was 
part of the Provincial Archives of Alberta’s effort to 
commemorate the centennial anniversary of the First 
World War. This was an opportunity for us to add 
stories and artifacts from our museum collection 
which highlighted specific war experiences of St. Albert 
residents.

January 22–March 24 
Pandemic! 
This focused on the 100th anniversary of the worldwide 
Spanish Influenza Pandemic in 1918–19. The exhibition 
also reminded the community about the impacts of 
local and global illness that changed the course of 
history, still threaten us today, and their social and 
economic impacts. 

April 9–June 2
Gold Mountain Dream 
An exhibition from the Royal British Columbia Museum
Gold Mountain Dream told the story of the personal 
triumphs and sacrifices of Chinese migrants in the 
1850s as they landed on British Columbia’s shores in 
search of gold. Our Musée Héritage Museum added 
local content to the exhibition with tales of prospectors 
willing to risk everything for gold.

June 11–September 8
Looking Back Again 
This exhibition was inspired by an idea we had ten years 
ago to sift through our archives for compelling photos 
illustrating the wide variety of people and experiences 
that make up our local history. We also invited the 
public to submit their own photos for display. Looking 
Back Again became a hit with the public who were eager 
to offer their photos and come to view this collection of 
St. Albert people, landscapes, events and activities that 
have been part of life over time.

2019 EXHIBITIONS

Awesome museum. Little, but BIG in 
history. Thank you!

–Comment from visitor, Sergio

Pandemic! exhibition at the museum

MUSEUM TOTAL 
AUDIENCE REACHED 27,127



1,268
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September 18–November 17
Sit Down and I’ll Tell You a Story 
From the halls of government to the beauty parlour, 
everything we do involves chairs. Each of the chairs in 
our exhibition was connected to a story, a person, a 
time. A selection of these often-overlooked objects was 
brought together from the community and combined 
with photos to tell the engaging stories of their owners.

November 26–January 19, 2020
Enemy Aliens 
Internment in Canada, 1914-1920
An exhibition from the Canadian War Museum
During the First World War, national security fears 
and wartime prejudice drove the policy of internment, 
which lasted until 1920. Canada interned 8,579 people 
identified as “enemy aliens”, mainly Ukrainian and 
German immigrants, across a network of 24 camps.  We 
added to the exhibition to tell the stories of internment 
in Alberta during the Second World War.

We continue to tell the history of St. Albert and frequently 
make changes to the content in the history gallery. New 
biographies were added in our Arriving section and the 
Discovering section, was added to talk about archives; 
what they do and how important they are. There is always 
something new to see and experience! 

ST. ALBERT HISTORY GALLERY

MUSEUM SPECIAL 
EVENT ATTENDANCE

For the Enemy Aliens exhibition, we used 
approximately 36 meters (118 feet) of 
leather faux barbed wire!   

Dylan Reade presenting: Backwards In Time – Reconstructing Precolonial Settlement in 
the Edmonton District at the museum during the Looking Back Again exhibition

y



3,154

10,992

Grade 9 students from Lorne Akins School work on a class 
assignment while visiting the Enemy Aliens exhibition
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Our field trips are essential for us to build knowledge within 
the community, especially for the “adults of the future”. Field 
trip students interact with our education programmers; 
heritage buildings; archival documents and photos; and 
objects that are part of current exhibitions. The field trips 
enhance awareness of local and regional histories of the 
First Nations, Métis, Francophone, Immigration and the 
natural history of our area. We are proud to be a valuable 
resource to help school students and teachers celebrate 
historic diversity.

MUSEUM/HERITAGE SITES FIELD TRIPS
17,611 children in pre-kindergarten up to grade 12, enjoyed 
trips to both our museum and heritage sites in 2019 to 
enhance what they learned in the classroom. The field trips 
provide hands on learning for the students and also support 
teachers by offering them additional learning opportunities.

IN-SCHOOL FIELD TRIPS
Our education programmers are a trusted resource for 
teachers and schools to pass along St. Albert’s history 
to youth. In 2019, our interpreters visited 101 schools 
providing in-school field trips. The visits support teachers 
by providing hands on learning with programming artifacts 
and archival materials. Teachers often tell us how much 
they enjoy this option, to enhance what is happening in the 
classroom, without having to leave the school.

FIELD TRIPS

MUSEUM FIELD TRIP 
ATTENDANCE

MUSEUM COMMUNITY 
PROGRAM ATTENDANCE

Boyle Street Community Center Outreach

1571 finger weaves were made in the 
museum’s school and public programs in 
2019!



6,619

5,303

Roy Toomey reading Leah Dorion’s The Giving Tree: A Retelling of a 
Métis Story, sharing museum artifacts and doing a beading craft

More grade 9 Lorne Akins students at 
the Enemy Aliens exhibition
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COMMUNITY PROGRAMS
Our heritage sites and museum are extremely popular 
venues to welcome seniors’ groups, Brownies/Guides/
Scouts, other various community clubs, and organizations 
for adults. Our educational interpreters and program 
manager welcomed 250 community groups in 2019. Our 
staff members often designed a history or exhibition related 
program to meet the groups’ specific needs.  Working with 
partners again this year was key in building programs that 
met the needs of many community groups. 

INDIGENOUS FIELD TRIPS/PROGRAMS
We continued to focus on enhancing the public’s 
understanding of indigenous history in 2019 at our 
museum and heritage sites. We partnered with Michif 
Cultural Connections to provide an interactive learning 
opportunities focusing on Indigenous cultures. Blanket 
exercises and talking circles were part of indigenous field 
trip programs.  

“Interpreter Roy has been visiting our 
classroom for the last 10 years and we 
always look forward to his presentation. 
It’s a great review for the students.”

–Comment from visitor, Kennedy

y
HERITAGE SITES 

FIELD TRIP ATTENDANCE

HERITAGE SITES 
COMMUNITY PROGRAM 

ATTENDANCE
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THE ARCHIVES

In 2019, 46% of our archival reference requests 
came from outside of St. Albert, which is up 
from 33% in most previous years. The farthest 
request came from Liverpool, England. 

ARCHIVES USAGE

Service

Research Inquiries 216

Staff Time 212.25 hrs

How archives are accessed

In Person 79

By Phone 25

Email 105

Social Media/Other 7

We strive to educate people about how archives play a significant 
role in our lives. Research gathered at the archives is used to 
research and write books, filmmakers acquire photographic 
and film footage from the archives, and museums incorporate 
archival materials in their exhibitions. It is fulfilling for us to 
witness how people are genuinely touched after visiting our 
archives. The deeply appreciative comments we’ve received 
in 2019 from our patrons show that we are more than just an 
institution that gathers materials. Our sharing nature actually 
gives us the opportunity to positively connect with people on an 
emotional level, which cannot be measured statistically.

In 2019, our Musée Héritage Museum Archives were utilized 
in many different capacities. Almost all of our exhibitions 
incorporate our archival materials. 2019 in particular was special 
with a dedicated exhibition, Looking Back Again, that focused 
on our photographic collection of St. Albert. This exhibition 
allowed citizens to take a trip down memory lane, many of 
whom provided us with more information to add to our archives. 
We were also asked to provide content for different projects, 
including calendars, online articles, magazine and newspaper 
articles, books, and an online exhibit about Franco Albertans by 
the CBC Radio Canada.



Artifacts were temporarily relocated as the Archives staff upgraded their storage space

11

We are thankful once again for receiving two grants 
from the Archives Society of Alberta (ASA) in 2019, 
to help us process our records in order to share 
materials with the public. 

We were also honoured this year to be presenters 
at the ASA’s archives conference in Banff. We shared 
our experience of putting together the award 
winning Michel Band exhibition from 2017. 

Crystal Morris’ response to a photo retrieved 
of her grandfather, Wes Kluthe, from our 
archives:

“Wow, you have no idea how much this means 
to me. Thank you. My grandmother has led a 
hard life and misses [my grandfather] dearly 
(as do I) and so having this is such a special 
and amazing surprise … Thank you so much 
for this.”

In 2019 we continued to upgrade our collections 
storage areas with custom shelving. Generous donors 
surprised us with fabulous artifacts from St. Albert's 
history and our staff worked on finding period 
furnishings for our historic houses on River Lot 24.

COLLECTIONS

Jia Jia and Vino presenting about the Michel Band exhibition that 
was hosted by the museum in 2017. (Photo courtesy of ASA)

In the St. Albert History gallery, we created Discovering, a display 
about the archives to explain what an archive is as well as its 
benefits and the work that goes into preservation, digitization, 
and protecting our records. We also included a TV to showcase 
different audiovisual items we have digitized from the archives, 
which we will continue to update in 2020 as we work on new 
materials. Our interactive station has been very popular with 
people of all ages as visitors have the opportunity to test their 
knowledge of St. Albert and its history.

y
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We strive to maintain and continue to develop strong collaborations to 
ensure our ongoing arts and heritage leadership in the community, and 
last year was no exception especially within our museum and heritage 
sites. The buildings we manage and operate play a big role in being part 
of these partnerships:

TRAIN STATION 
Metis Nation of Alberta used our train station for a jigging class this year.

Francophone seniors’ tours, LOSECA tours and Edmonton Devonshire 
Village tours all visited our train station. 

Urban Agriculture used this space for the following courses in 2019:
microgreens, community building, soap making organic gardening, 
lotions and lip balms

The Alberta Heritage Resource Foundation had their board meeting 
here in February.

ST. ALBERT GRAIN ELEVATOR PARK (SAGE) & RIVER LOTS
The St. Albert Historical Society held their annual general meeting at our 
St. Albert Grain Elevator Park and toured the river lot site.

We hosted professional development days on the river lots for teachers. 
This included a river lot tour, program planning discussion as well as 
fresh bannock and jam!

Alberta Culture Days were held on the river lots in September.

Food Trucks at our grain elevator park had 5,248 visitors who were 
served an amazing variety of foods.

Alberta School Trustees joined us for a BBQ and tours of the elevators 
in August.

CFCW radio’s mystery bus tour visited the grain elevators this year.

HERITAGE SITES & 2019 SPECIAL EVENTS

Arts and Heritage staff working the Taste of the 
Past event at the Father Lacombe Chapel

The Food Trucks are Coming Father's Day 
event at the St. Albert Grain Elevator Park

The museum and heritage 
sites gift shops sold 1253 candy 
sticks and 616 maple candies 
in 2019!



Interprative staff touring a visitor through the 
Cunningham House on River Lot 24
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LITTLE WHITE SCHOOL
Athabasca University’s Heritage Resource Management Program used 
the Little White School and river lot houses for a Documentation and 
Condition Assessment course.

Engineering for Kids (STEM programming) used the Little White School 
for regular and summer programming.

Breadlove (breadmaking classes) used the school kitchen to conduct 
classes 4–6 times/month in 2019.

The St. Albert and District Chamber of Commerce Annual Small Business 
Week Breakfast was held this year at the school.

MULTIPLE LOCATION USEAGE
We hosted the filming of Blimp TV (Quebec) “Fond de train” (similar to 
the Amazing Race) at our museum, elevator park and our Little White 
School.

Daycare programs visited our heritage sites throughout the summer.z

Canada Day celebration events were held once again at our various 
sites.

Walking tours included Downtown Tours, Riverside Tours, Mission Hill 
Tours and the “Lots on the Land” river lot tour.

St. Albert Neighbourhood Connectors groups met in our various spaces 
throughout the year. 

Weddings, wedding and engagement photos, family photos, maternity 
photos were often held at our various sites.

“River lots are full of history!  
Can’t wait to see them fully 
restored. Would love to hear 
more stories about the families 
who lived in the houses.”

–Comment from visitor, Linda

23,583HERITAGE SITES TOTAL 
AUDIENCE REACHED

6,404
HERITAGE SITES 
SPECIAL EVENT
 ATTENDANCE
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One of the ways that we give back to the community is by caring for 
our buildings. We partner with the City of St. Albert to restore and 
maintain St. Albert’s significant heritage buildings. 2019 was a year 
dedicated to completing restoration projects and moving onto the 
implementation of long-term maintenance programs for our heritage 
sites and their resources.  

THIS WORK INCLUDED:
• Continued restoration (in collaboration with the City of St. Albert) 

of Maison Chevigny and Brosseau Granary which are located on 
River Lot 23. Updates to these historical buildings include the 
structural, mechanical, electrical and architectural features to 
align with the approved conservation plan.  

• Small projects at our various sites such as the repair of gardening 
equipment, building repairs such as fixing doors, patching leaks 
and replacing boards that have reached the maximum extent of 
their lifespan.  

• Preparations for the scheduled 2020 repainting of the grain 
elevators. 

RESORATION AT OUR HERITAGE SITES Wild animals spotted at the 
St.  Albert Grain Elevator Park 
in 2019: 

• muskrat
• porcupine
• coyote
• moose
• mice
• fox
• crows
• ducks
• gulls
• geese
• magpies
• red wing blackbirds

We’ve even had neighbourhood 
house cats come to visit us!

In 2020 we will be opening the first phase of 
our new river lot heritage site for educational 
and community programming. 

Laura Charrois performing Stop Being Sad at the Hogan 
House for her St. Albert Amplify Festival music video
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The Michel Band Tabletop Exhibition

Arts and Heritage staff with Ashley from the St. Albert 
Public Library during "Pete the Cat" scavenger hunt event

Michif Cultural Connections:  together we provided Blanket Exercises for school 
students, teachers and administrators; City of St. Albert Council and staff; and 
various other organizations and businesses throughout the Edmonton region 
as part of our commitment to truth and reconciliation and to celebrate our 
community’s Indigenous roots.

Our museum and heritage sites programming department regularly organizes 
Edmonton Public Library summer programming at branch locations: in 2019 
we presented a Metis focussed program based on The Giving Tree: A Retelling 
of a Métis Story book by Leah Dorion.  This included a hands-on activity where 
participants learned to make daisies using pony beads.  

Working with the St. Albert Public Library, we participated in the weeklong 
scavenger hunt for “Pete the Cat” at the museum, our grain elevator park and 
Father Lacombe Chapel.

Craft Thursdays hosted at our grain elevator park included the St. Albert 
Public Library van coming on site each week to share stories and activities with 
families.

The hugely successful and award winning Michel Band Exhibition, curated by 
members of the Michel Band Council and hosted at our museum in 2017/18, 
was exhibited at the Onoway Museum this year. Our staff members worked 
closely with the Michel Band and Onoway Museum to make this possible. Also, 
our table-top version of the Michel Band story made its way to Jasper to add to 
their showing of "Hiding in Plain Sight".

Lougheed House in Calgary also included some of our Métis artifacts in 
"Exploring Métis Identity Past and Present". Each of these opportunities 
showcased our local stories and artifacts across Alberta.

Two St. Albert Amplify Festival videos were filmed at our sites this year, one at 
the school and the other on the river lots.  

Several Métis artifacts from our collection were included in the Library and 
Archives Canada exhibition "Hiding in Plain Sight" in Red Deer this year. 

MUSEUM AND HERITAGE SITES WORK 
ACCOMPLISHED THROUGH PARTNERSHIPS 



Art Gallery of St. Albert’s mandate is to provide enriching educational experiences 
that celebrate visual culture and artistic achievement through research, exhibition 
and interpretation. Exhibitions celebrate diversity, providing vision, inspiration 
and education for the community. 

This is the first year that members of the community could enjoy their enhanced experience while 
visiting our newly renovated Banque d’Hochelaga building, which houses our gallery. We re-opened 
in February 2019 with a beautiful accessible/barrier-free space for our valued visitors to enjoy and 
with an exciting opportunity to enhance how we present exhibitions.

Not only is The Banque d’Hochelaga known for being accessible/barrier-free for the public, it is also 
quickly becoming “the” place to engulf oneself into a soothing and enriching art experience. The main 
Exhibitions Gallery is now on the second floor, with bright north-facing windows and high ceilings. 
The space is flexible and adaptable, with visitors commenting how each new show brings a fresh 
appearance. We are now able to exhibit large scale artworks, both in traditional and new media, 
that were not possible prior to the renovation. The building changes have allowed us to create a 
Staircase Gallery and enhance the Vault Gallery, where we have also been regularly showcasing 
stunning works of various artists in 2019. 

Those visiting the building to see the exhibitions are also always delighted with surprises. They find 
that perfect little unexpected item to take home, such as locally handcrafted creations from the 
Gallery Shop or a painting for their home or business from the Rental and Sales Gallery. However, 
the ultimate opportunity to truly embrace one’s artistic abilities is to really enjoy “the space” and that 
is what many visitors do. Either after absorbing an exhibition, purchasing handcrafted items at our 
Gallery Shop, purchasing or renting artworks from our Rental and Sales Gallery, or taking in an art 
program held in-house many visitors simply let their own creative juices flow.

ART GALLERY OF ST. ALBERT

A DESTINATION PLACE

Exhibition Assistant Emily Baker taking in the Boundary|Time|Surface 
exhibition by Sydney Lancaster (Photo courtesy of Robert Lemermeyer)
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A huge thank you to Gem Cabinets, a long 
time supporter, for donating and installing 
the beautiful kitchen. 



Reconciling Edmonton main gallery exhibition

Charionette staircase exhibition
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Since reopening February 2019, our gallery building hosted 
18 exhibitions: 9 in the Main Gallery, 4 in the Vault and 5 in 
the Staircase Gallery. Compared to 2018 (7 exhibitions) and 
2017 (8 exhibitions), we were able to more than double the 
number of artists that we exhibit in a year.

February 9–March 30
Main Gallery
Reconciling Edmonton
RISE – Reconciliation in Solidarity Edmonton featuring 
artworks by Jennie Vegt 
This collaborative project examined Edmonton’s past as a 
meeting place of both Indigenous and settler cultures and 
communities. The exhibit reflected the true reconciliation of 
Edmonton’s past, present and future.

Stairway
Open House
Various Artists including St. Albert Place Visual Arts Council 
members
This showcased works by 9 local artists. Past, upcoming and 
community artists were exhibited giving many in the local 
arts community a sense of inclusion and ownership of the 
new gallery. 

March 20–June 15
Stairway
Chairionette
Kimberly Ohman
Featuring a suspended, motion activated, animatronic chair 
sculpture, Chairionette responded to the movements of 
visitors on the staircase, which delighted children and adults 
alike. 

2019 EXHIBITIONS

In 2019, the gallery had a Four fold 
increase in exhibitions by Indigenous 
artists or collectives compared with 
the two preceding years!



34,666

April 4–April 27, 2019
Main Gallery
Splendid String
Cynthia Fuhrer 
Composed as formal portraits, Fuhrer’s stunning paintings blended 
human elements with iconic Canadian animals and landscapes. She 
examined the physical and spiritual relationship between humans 
and the natural world. 

May 2–June 1
Main Gallery
High Energy 24
St. Albert High School Students 
St Albert’s high school students displayed course work, and 
completed a gallery assigned challenge project in this exciting and 
dynamic community exhibit. 

June 6–29
Main Gallery
Abandon 
Pierre Bataillard and Ruth-Anne French 
These artists joined creative forces for a stunning exhibition that 
explored the form and aesthetic potential of objects. 

June 13–August 8
Vault
loco/ Belcarra Cottages/ Port Moody
Florence Debeugny 
This 3-channel video installation documented the area of Port 
Moody, which is about to be radically altered by the ongoing 
expansion of the Metro Vancouver area. The work spoke to “the 
transitory nature of memory and how we casually discard historical 
areas without contemplation of the consequences.”

GALLERY TOTAL 
AUDIENCE REACHED
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loco/ Belcarra Cottages/ Port Moody vault exhibition 



June 25–September 7
Stairway
People Between the Rivers
Aboud Salman
Syrian artist and newcomer to Canada, Salman presented a small 
selection of intricate, large-scale canvases that visually captured his own 
experience of the Syrian crisis and his dream of peace.

July 4–July 27
Main Gallery
Atlantic Rim: Ecologies
John Maywood 
This exhibition featured photographs taken at the historic site of 
Chysauster in Cornwall, England; cliffs on the west coast of Brittany, 
France; and the peninsula of Snaefellsnes in Iceland. This other-worldly 
exhibit merged the top and bottoms of cliff faces and questioned the 
future of untouched natural environments. 

August 1–31
Main Gallery
Matrilineal Threads
Kasie Campbell in collaboration with Ginette Lund
This compelling and poignant collaboration delved into intergeneration-
al artmaking. Brave feminist artworks mined concepts surrounding the 
lived experiences of women through the exploration of sculpture and 
performance.

September 5–November 2
Main Gallery
Boundary/ Time/ Surface 
Sydney Lancaster
This intermedia installation including video, photography and silkscreen 
prints exploring the human understanding of natural processes, and 
the arbitrary nature of the boundaries that humans create as markers 
of space and time. 
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Opening reception for Abandon in the main gallery

High Energy 24 main gallery exhibition



September 10–December 7
Stairway
Works of Alex Janvier from the Collection of the Albert 
Foundation for the Arts
Works from 1975, 1994 and 2004 represented the 
distinctive graphic painting style Alex Janvier is well loved 
for. Bold, energetic canvases celebrated Indigenous 
culture and landscape with bright colour and swirling 
composition. 
 
August 10–October 12
Vault
Ada 
Lindsay McIntyre
Lindsay McIntyre is a Canadian film artist of Inuk/settler 
Scottish descent. Her process-based works, mainly in 
analogue film, explored themes of portraiture, place, 
and personal experiences.

October 16–November 15
Vault
Photos from the War in Afghanistan
David Bowering
This exhibit paid tribute to the men and women of 
Canada’s armed forces. Bowering granted us rare 
insights into the lives of the Afghan people and the 
harsh terrain they inhabit.

November 7–November 30
Main Gallery
Snag 
Wes Bell
This featured a series of 30 silver gelatin photographs of 
plastic bags caught on barbed-wire fences in Southern 
Alberta. Ripped and torn by constant, violent winds, 
these bags came to embody the mortality, pain and 
death that persisted in the artist’s consciousness as his 
mother struggled with terminal cancer. 
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Snag main gallery exhibition

Ada vault exhibition

In 2019, our staff members hosted 
9 talks and panel events in our 
gallery building in conjunction with 
our exhibitions.



November 19–December 14
Vault
Brain Storm
St. Albert High School Art Students
Sketchbooks are treasure troves of creativity. This mini 
exhibit offered a glimpse into the innovative minds of 
today’s burgeoning artists.

December 10–March 7, 2020 
Stairway
New works by Terry McCue
Terry McCue
New works contemplate human impacts on the 
environment. For McCue, this project further explored 
his spiritual calling to express the sacredness of all life. 

December 5–February 2, 2020
Main Gallery
Haven
Noemi de Bruijn, David Scott and Wendy Struck
Three artists working in painting, drawing and mixed-
media sculpture, explored humankind’s metaphorical 
and physical relationships to the built environment. 
Ideas of belonging, displacement, transience, nostalgia 
and abandon featured in the works, imbuing the 
represented spaces with emotion, meaning and history. 
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John Maywood speaking at his Artist Talk for Atlantic Rim: Ecologies

Number of artists 
exhibited in 2019: 

• Main gallery: 9 exhibitions, 
11 artists, 5 collaborators, 
140 students

• Staircase: 5 exhibitions 
– 4 solo, 1 group

• Vault: 4 exhibitions, 3 
artists and 11 students

• As part of the Arts and 
Heritage Foundation’s 
commitment to Truth and 
Reconciliation in Canada 
and to represent and 
celebrate our Indigenous 
roots, the Gallery featured 
four exhibitions by 
Indigenous artists or 
collectives in 2019.

“I love this gallery and the staff here; 
It's always a pleasure to visit. “

–Comment from visitor, Alexa



Six new Indigenous Visual Art programs were 
developed and launched in the 2018–2019 
school year. These programs address appropriate 
grade level curricula in social, science, math and 
art. These programs help students learn about 
Indigenous cultures and communities and how to 
respectfully connect with them through art. Boreal 
Healing, Midnight Sun, Tipi Painting, Birch Bark 
Baskets, Birch Bark Biting Inspired Printmaking and 
Animal Connections programs exceeded booking 
expectations for 2019.

Teachers and school administrators were excited to 
learn that our Indigenous Visual Arts Programmer, 
renown Métis Artist Heather Shillinglaw, could visit 
schools and teach her Indigenous visual art programs 
to every grade level. A total of six schools and 1,516 
students took part in our Artist in Residence Program 
in 2019. One program featured a collaborative mural 
at Overlander Elementary in which 300 students and 
their teachers took part in creating “Walking with the 
While Buffalo” with Heather’s artistic guidance.

FIELD TRIPS

In 2019, the Gallery was selected to present a 
case study on the success of our Indigenous 
programs at the Canadian Art Gallery 
Educators Conference in Toronto in 2020. 
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Walking with the White Buffalo

Art Explorers particpant during the High Energy 24 exhibition

Indigenous Visual Arts Programmer, renown Métis Artist Heather Shillinglaw 
leads an Animal Connections Professional Development workshop



16,149

STUDIO FIELD TRIPS
In 2019, we welcomed classes, along with teachers and 
volunteer parents, to the inspirational St. Albert Place Visual 
Arts Studios overlooking the beautiful Sturgeon River and Red 
Willow park trails. Students were engaged in art programs 
designed to increase their knowledge of school curricula 
in social studies, science, math, language arts and religion 
through fun and creative, hands-on learning. Students took 
part in a variety of clay and multi-media workshops presented 
by professional artists in artist studios, graciously provided to 
us by the City of St. Albert. 

IN-SCHOOL FIELD TRIPS
Our professional art instructors delivered specialized art 
programs to allow students to create unique, culturally 
inspired, curriculum-related art pieces. In-school field trips 
assist classes that are not able to leave the school due to 
distance, bussing costs, on-site lunch programs or other 
special needs.

INDIGENOUS VISUAL ART FIELD TRIPS
Our Indigenous Visual Arts programmer, Heather Shillinglaw, 
shared her knowledge with 1,878 students and 95 teachers 
this year. This encouraged them to express ideas, concepts 
and feelings through art while respectfully connecting with 
Indigenous cultures through exposure to Cree language, 
land-based learning and traditional ways of knowing. 

EXPLORING ART
Our new expanded gallery space in 2019 offered artistic 
inspiration to students through interactive school tours 
that also included creative, hands-on art making activities. 
Exploring Art Tours offer a multi-faceted approach to art 
education that inspires curiosity and deeper learning for 
all ages. Students learn the cultural, historical and social 
contexts of artworks on display and explore them through 
themes that are socially relevant, engaging and thought 
provoking.

HOMESCHOOL AND CLAY PROGRAMS
Homeschool Art and Clay Programs were held once per 
week in September, October, and June, and once per month 
from November to May. Programs were scheduled based 
on weekdays or timeslots not regularly booked by organized 
school classes. Children ages 5 to 13 came with their parent(s) 
to learn a clay or multimedia art program that we offer to 
school groups. 535 children took part in 2019.

GALLERY FIELD TRIP
ATTENDANCE

23

Homeschool Clay Program

FUN FACT: An estimated 200 pounds 
of fabric, paper, plastic containers, 
yarn, wire and other miscellaneous 
items were diverted from landfills to 
be recycled and repurposed as art 
materials for our Indigenous Visual Art 
programs. 



5,142

Looking ahead… building on the popularity of Homeschool Studio 
Programs, the Gallery this year started a pottery wheel class 
for homeschool students and their families. In 2020, we will be 
offering a regular monthly Homeschool Exploring Art Program to 
run January to June, and September to December.
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“Having a great time in the studio!” Our instructors 
and staff members heard this comment repeated 
many times in 2019. From sold out pottery classes to 
new family printmaking classes, participants enjoyed 
the value of creativity in their lives.  For some it is a 
release from stress, for others it is an opportunity to 
learn a new skill or build on an existing skill.  Either 
way, participants found joy in making art in a social 
setting through our community art classes. 

BENEFITS FROM RESIDENTS USING OUR 
COMMUNITY PROGRAM SPACES:
• Our After-School Art program remained a favorite 

among students in grade 3-6 with over 50% of 
participants returning to each session.

• This year we offered 25 pottery and clay classes 
and series with participants taking part in classes 
that ranged from an afternoon class to a 10-week 
series. We had classes running almost every day 
of the week!

• New this year was an art class geared to teens 
and young adults.  A highlight for participants was 
a combination of artmaking and tours – including 
a bean bag chair drawing session in the Gallery 
space.

• Our art making opportunities included community 
participation with activities hosted at the Gallery. 
In May we welcomed 707 school children to the 
Gallery during International Children’s Festival, 
and in November 1,117 people visited the Gallery 
during the St. Albert Snowflake Festival. 

COMMUNITY CLASSES

GALLERY COMMUNITY 
CLASS ATTENDANCE

Visitor doing a scavenger hunt during the Snag exhibition



Our Art Rental and Sales Gallery regularly promotes 37 local and regional artists, 
providing an opportunity for individuals and businesses to support the local arts 
community and display their work in their home or business.

Our Gallery Shop also offers a unique shopping experience promoting regionally 
designed and handcrafted items. In 2019 an improved Gallery Shop retail space 
contributed to an increase in sales in comparison to 2018. We installed new shelving 
and display cases as well as a new front desk to help welcome visitors to a bright 
and inviting space. Our updated displays and merchandise have received many 
positive comments from visitors, who also shared with us that after coming to our 
building to shop they then took in our exhibitions and programs.  

New Gallery Shop vendors in 2019 included 
EVAADA, Barb Pankratz, JShine Design, Ruth-
Anne French, MoonK Studios, Holly Boone 
Fibre Art, Solstice Studio 59, Crystal Driedger, 
and Shirley Randall.

New Art Rental and Sales artists in 2019 
included Pierre Bataillard and Anne McCartney.
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RENTAL AND SALES GALLERY & GALLERY SHOP

Leah Louden with a Rental and Sales Gallery client

The Gallery Shop

“Absolutely beautiful gallery. Friendly & very 
knowledgeable staff :)”

–Comment from visitor, Juliana



1,584

As part of continued approach to offer our 
Gallery building as a destination place, our 
staff in 2019 created the Art Nook as a space 
to provide free drop-in art-making activities 
and games for visitors of all ages (especially 
children).  In December we gave the Art Nook a 
bold new look which we loved.  We will continue 
changing its overall theme every few months 
moving forward. Over 500 visitors of all ages 
participated in free drop-in Art Nook activities 
and projects in 2019. 

ART NOOK
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Our Gallery building is becoming a very popular 
venue for local community groups to convene 
and celebrate, as well as fundraise and our 
event rentals bookings increased again in 2019. 
Our rates are competitive with other local 
venues and we offer the ultimate backdrop for 
elegant, engaging and exciting events.  

EVENT RENTALS GALLERY SPECIAL EVENT 
ATTENDANCE

“The Art Gallery of St. Albert is an amazing 
space. We're so lucky to have a place like 
this. Thank you!” 

–Comment from visitor, Sandy



2,528
VOLUNTEER 

HOURS
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We are so grateful to our volunteers who 
devoted more than 2,500 hours of dedicated 
support to us in 2019. Our Arts and Heritage 
Foundation volunteers helped us to ensure 
that our events were successful, our program 
materials are well organized and prepared, and 
our daily operations ran smoothly. Thank you 
to the almost 100 volunteers who opened their 
hearts and donated their time to us in 2019 - we 
couldn't have done it without you!

VOLUNTEERS

Two volunteers helping install the Gold Mountain 
Dream exhibition at the museum



LEGACY
City of St. Albert
Government of Alberta

 � Alberta Foundation 
for the Arts

 � Father Lacombe Chapel
 � Alberta Museums 
Association

 � Archivists Society of Alberta
 � Student Temporary 
Employment 
Placement (STEP)

 � Heritage Preservation 
Partnership Program

PATRON
Government of Canada

 � Canada Summer Jobs
 � Young Canada Works

Great West Newspapers, 
LP (St. Albert Gazette)
Rick & Brune Sinneave
Visitors
St. Albert Historical Society

LEADER
Canada West 
Leona Pritchard

CORNERSTONE
Google

CONTRIBUTOR
Rob Madden
John Inglis
Ann & David Conlin

SUSTAINER
Colleen Shepherd
Claudette Goh
Patricia Sinclair
Thomas & Kathleen Thackeray
Ena Gerritse
London Drugs 
Dr. Alan Murdock
Karl Tirschmann
Joseph Clare
Maryann Sabourin
Brenda Danbrook
Canadian Tire 
Marilyn Wrangler
Patricia Hartnagel
Donna Bereska
Shari Strachan
Patricia Hartnagel
Kevin Taylor
Tom Madden
Denise Garand
Diane Gwilliam 
Kentia Naud
Pat Fairbairn
Donations via Benevity
Peter Herman
Frances Gagnon
Elaine Royer
Tim Downey
Carol Donald
Marg Brenda
Gene Brenda
Jill Cameron
Kathleen Garand
Moon Kim
Shirley Randall
Nell Sadee
Heather Shepherd
Alireza Farrokhi
Ceres Yurkiw

SPONSORS & DONORS
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Artist donations for the Mugshots exhibition and 
fundraiser at the Art Gallery of St. Albert



REVENUES 2019 2018
 City of St. Albert operating grant $1,758,805 $1,724,589

 Program and site administration 311,198 244,880

 Other grants 247,843 713,016

 Donations, fundraising and sponsorship 102,883 159,726

 Gift shop, art rental & sales, and exhibition sales 97,611 128,258

 Father Lacombe Chapel 76,000 72,200

 Miscellaneous 17,417 40,365

2,611,757 3,083,034

 Wages, benefits and contracted services $1,683,514 $1,649,879

 Office 145,840 136,962

 Program supplies and expenses 122,304 120,777

 Projects 102,921 598,949

 Repairs and maintenance 86,919 86,822

 Rent 77,702 74,669

 Father Lacombe Chapel 70,123 66,537

 Exhibition supplies and expenses 65,819 86,809

 Advertising and promotion 56,416 60,734

 Utilities and telephone 54,457 51,198

 Goods purchased for resale 51,542 49,126

 Professional fees 17,156 15,953

 Insurance 11,655 10,021

 Amortization 11,432 11,221

 Professional development 9,413 13,090

2,567,213 3,032,747

TOTAL

To view the complete Audited Financial Statements for Arts and Heritage visit: 
http://artsandheritage.ca/about-us/annual-report/
For printed copies please contact suellenp@artsandheritage.ca

EXPENDITURES 2019 2018

TOTAL

FINANCIALS
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Alex Despins leading a craft during Snowflake Festival 

expenses

revenues



MUSÉE HÉRITAGE MUSEUM

January 28–April 26
Keeping the Peace
Early Policing in North-Central Alberta

May 5–August 16
On the Trail of the Monarch Butterfly

August 25–November 22
Our Songs, Our Roots
Music in St. Albert

December 1–February 28, 2021
Body Language
Reawakening Cultural Tattooing of the Northwest

LOOKING AHEAD TO 2020

30 Ignimaio blaut et vit officiendi cus et officimpore optaquata 
comnis am rest lacersp erectatqui cupta nos dolore pre

Updated Arriving section of the St. Albert 
History Gallery for Black History Month



ART GALLERY OF ST. ALBERT

February 1–29
Vault
Love thy Neighbour
Elsa Robinson and John Kayinamura, in 
collaboration with Reez Community Foundation

February 8–March 28
Main Gallery
Nintawin
Niamh Dooley

March 10–June 6
Staircase
Organic Flow of Nature
Arijana Lukic

March 10–June 6
Vault
Paper Dolls
Pat Grayston

April 2–25
Main Gallery
ILL Winds
Keith Harder

April 30–May 20
Main Gallery
High Energy 25
St. Albert High School Students

May 26–June 27
Main Gallery
Landwatch
Lynn Malin

August 4–October 17
Vault
These are the places in our neighbourhood
Jennifer Conneely

July 2–August 15
Main Gallery
Fire in Her Hands: A Retrospective
Elke Blodgett (1936–2018)

August 20–October 24
Main Gallery
29th Annual Juried Art Exhibition and Symposium 
2020
International Society of Experimental Artists

November 5–28
Main Gallery
Guilded: 20/20 Vision
St. Albert Place Visual Arts Council Guild Members

December 3–January 30, 2021
Main Gallery
Spectator Sports
Kyle Beal
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Nintawin  lunch time exhibition tour 
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