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Welcome to the inaugural Hawkes eZine. 

In our first issue, we start off by exploring 

the early history and development of 

what we now know as overlanding, 

then spotlight the work of one of our 

favorite visual artists, Berlin-based Leif 

Podhajsky. Next, we take a road trip to 

the mysterious pink lake of Torrevieja, 

Spain, update an Old West coffee recipe 

for a new generation of caffeine-lovers 

on the road, and finally, get close up and 

personal with a Hawkes x Leif Podhajský 

edition 2021 Subaru Crosstrek sure to turn 

the gears of any overlanding enthusiast.

Welcome 

Note.
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While travelers have crossed vast distances 

on foot, horseback, or wheeled vehicles for 

millennia, the fundamentals of land travel 

were relatively little changed until the 

advent of the internal combustion engine. 

But change came quickly in the 20th 

century, laying the groundwork for what 

we now know as overlanding.

Just seven years after Horatio Nelson 

Jackson and Sewall K. Crocker made U.S. 

history by completing the first-ever coast-

to-coast drive in 1903, automaker Pierce 

Arrow debuted the Touring Landau, a 

rudimentary overlanding rig featuring a 

Overlanding 

101.
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Hawkes x Leif Podhajsky Jeep Wrangler.



rear seat that converted to a 

bed, a fold-down sink, and a 

chamber pot. In 1918, aircraft 

designer Glenn Hammond 

Curtiss introduced the first 

solid body trailer coach. By 1923 

the Zagelmeyer Auto Camp 

Company offered kits to convert 

a Ford Model T into a pop-top 

camper with fold-down side 

beds. As soon as Americans 

could drive, they sought to 

spend as much time in the great 

outdoors as possible.

By the mid-20th century, with 

private automobile ownership 

growing exponentially, tens of 

thousands hit the road every 

year, looking to discover the 

natural beauty of their own 

country. As Peter Schmit wrote 

in 1967, the “back to nature” 

movement that saw affluent 

Americans bring nature to the 

city by way of urban parks and 

estate gardens in the late 19th 

and early 20th century “shifted 

from being a luxury of the rich 

to a preoccupation of an urban 

middle-class.” For this growing 

middle class, “the recreational 

vehicle came to serve as a means 

of taking the urban lifestyle to 

nature’s arena.”

While precise definitions differ, 

overlanding is typified by the 

experience of packing up a 

vehicle -- whether a small city 

coupe or tank-like 4x4 -- and 

setting off with a vague idea 

of where to go, veering off the 

beaten path, and plugging into 

pure nature on one’s own terms.

Aside from some type of 

motorized vehicle, overlanding 

does not require a specific set 

of gear. An overlander need 

not look a certain way, speak a 

particular language, or have a set 

amount of money in the bank. At 

its most orthodox, overlanding 

is often defined as an extended, 

perhaps weeks- or months-long 

activity that crosses state or even 

national borders -- some purists 

would say only this kind of travel 

constitutes “real” overlanding. 

But today, overlanders include 

everyone from the city-dwelling 

enthusiast to serious off-

gridders, customizing small 

hatchbacks, pickup trucks, 

or SUVs and setting off for 

weekends in the country or long 
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long treks over harsh terrain.

Anyone can be an overlander, 

and over the past two years, 

many have become overlanders 

for the first time. With millions 

kept indoors for extended 

periods due to the COVID-19 

pandemic, the prospect of a 

getaway in one’s own vehicle 

and the freedom to explore, 

create new memories, and enjoy 

new experiences is increasingly 

irresistible. This is fostering 

breakneck transformation 

in the world of overlanding, 

attracting new talent and 

enticing innovative brands to 

enter the scene. The rush is 

on now to manufacture the 

lightest, thinnest rooftop tent, 

most efficient generators and 

batteries, best off-grid outdoor 

shower, or most portable stove to 

offer the conveniences of home 

virtually anywhere on earth.

Overlanding is what you 

make it. Rather than “what is 

overlanding?” perhaps a better 

way to frame the question is, 

“what is overlanding to you?”

“What is 

overlanding 

to you?”
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A seasoned collaborator with brands, 

record labels, and musicians around the 

world, Australia-born, Berlin-based visual 

artist and creative director Leif Podhajský 

recently took his first steps into overlanding 

with the creation of the Hawkes signature 

camouflage. 

Exploring themes of connectedness, the 

relevance of nature, and the exchange 

between organic systems and new 

technologies that strive to inspire and 

stimulate thought, Podhajský’s Grammy-

nominated work aims to push boundaries 

and communicate engaging ideas. 

Hawkes recently sat down with Podhajský to 

learn more about his work, his reimagining 

of camouflage for the modern age, and his 

ideal overlanding itinerary.

Interview:

Leif 

Podhajský.
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How do you balance life in the 
city and your love of nature?
During the pandemic, it’s been 

extremely difficult to get out 

into nature as much as I would 

like. The best I’ve managed is 

doing some day walks/lake trips 

outside of Berlin as a quick reset. 

I also managed a camping trip 

to Sächsische Schweiz national 

park on the border of Germany 

and Czechia.

Before lockdowns and travel 

restrictions I had a group of 

friends who would meet up a 

few times a year in a remote 

location and hike and hang out. 

Snowdonia, Scotland, etc. 

I was planning a hut to hut hike 

in Austria and a few climbing 

trips to Fontainebleau before 

things went south.

What inspired the Hawkes 
overlanding camo? 
My work has always been 

inspired by the patterns and 

shapes found in nature – I’ve 

also always been fascinated by 

optical illusions. 

Hawkes x Leif Podhajsky Lexus LX
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So for the Hawkes overloading 

camouflage designs, I was 

really interested in developing 

patterns that harnessed those 

two concepts, but in a more 

modern style than some of the 

traditional camo that’s been 

developed in the past. 

The idea was to develop an optical 

system that explores abstract 

pattern based camouflage 

designs, whilst utilising a subtle 

combination of depth-based 

pattern mimicry.

At its core, these designs 

look to break up form by not 

using smooth sharp lines and 

mimicking the fractal-based 

patterns found in nature. Digital 

distortion is used to create a 

scattered and unstructured 

optical illusion, helping mimic 

a range of vegetation and 

environments.

I used different colour 

combinations to reflect the 

tones found in varying terrains. 

I’m really happy with the 

outcome and think they offer 

a new approach to camouflage 

patterns, something that can be 

adapted and used for car wraps 

to outdoor apparel.

Your ideal overlanding trip -- 
where would you start and end 
up? 
I would start in Santiago, Chile 

and drive south down Highway 

5 and then 7 into Patagonia. I’ve 

often spent hours exploring with 

Google Maps, the area just looks 

unlike anything I’ve ever seen 

with only one road continuing 

all the way to Villa O’Higgins. 

I’d love to somehow cross into 

Argentina and continue down to 

the tip of Tierra Del Fuego. 

What are the five overlanding 
essentials you’d take along on a 
trip?
I’m a complete overloading 

novice so would probably end 

up taking the wrong equipment. 

But I think a good camera, 

good coffee, and good friends 

will more than make up for my 

equipment shortcomings.

What are your favorite outdoor 
brands?
There’s a lot – Probably my 

favourite at the moment is 

And Wander, which is more 

of an outdoor/meets modern 

Japanese styling brand. Also 

Arc’teryx, Snow Peak, Salomon, 

La Sportiva, Black Diamond.
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Hawkes 

Destination: 

The Pink 

Lake of 

Torrevieja, 

Spain.



Also known as the Laguna 

Salada de Torrevieja or Laguna 

Rosa de Torrevieja, the pink 

lake of Torrevieja is one of 

Spain’s best-kept secrets, a 

must-see destination for the 

growing number of overlanders 

crisscrossing the southern 

region of Andaclucía. 

Located one hour east of Murcia 

and one hour south of Alicante, 

the pink lake attracts locals and 

tourists alike, drawn both to 

the unusual hue of the water 

and the therapeutic benefits 

of its black mud. Just outside 

of Torrevieja (population   

83,337), a popular destination 

for British, Scandinavian, and 

German retirees and vacationing 

Spaniards wedged alongside the 

Mediterranean Sea, the pink 

lake offers an unforgettable 

experience for any overlander 

exploring the dramatic coastline 

of southern Spain. 

With a distinctive hue the 

result of a unique combination 

of halobacterium (“salt 

bacterium”) and microalgae 

(Dunaliella salina), the lake is 

most dramatic at sunrise, when 

its soft pastel hues seamlessly 

meet a milky blue sky. Parking on 

a residential street and entering 

through an unmarked gate, we 

made our way to the lake via a 

winding dirt trail, with our only 

company a small flock of birds 

and a significantly larger swarm 

of mosquitos. 

As the first rays of golden sunlight 

flood the area and heighten the 

pink tones of the lake, the area 

suddenly springs to life, with 

locals eagerly smearing bare 

arms and legs with the famed 

mineral-rich mud or engaging 

in a little al fresco yoga. After 

a golden-hour photo shoot, we 

took our cue to leave around 

7:00 AM as the dog walkers and 

Instagrammers poured in -- the 

perfect time to head over to La 

Churreria (C. Marco Antonio 

Marcos Frias, 1) for a breakfast 

of café con churros.
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The pink lake is approximately 5 km 

(3.1 miles) from Torrevieja city center. 

We suggest streetside parking near the 

intersection of Calle Sol and Calle del 

Lago, which offers the easiest access to 

the lake via the nearby unmarked gate 

across from Calle Sol 72.

Getting 

There.

20



Get there early: By mid-day the water is 

decidedly less of a bubblegum pink and 

more of a murky gray.

Don’t forget the insect repellant: The 

marshlands surrounding the lake are 

home to hungry mosquitoes and chiggers. 

Stick to clear days when possible to see the 

water at its most vivid.

Resist the urge to jump in: Although you’ll see 

some visitors enjoying a soak, swimming 

is strictly prohibited in the protected 

waters, with fines of up to 6,000 euros.

Suggestions.
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Overlanding 

Coffee:

An Update 

on an 

Old West 

Classic.
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Whether they’re out on the open 

road or camping way off-grid, 

most overlanders find comfort 

in a good cup of coffee. But being 

away from modern conveniences 

doesn’t mean relying on sachets 

of the instant stuff. With a bag 

of high-quality beans, a simple 

kettle, clean water and a camp 

burner, any overlander can get 

their caffeine jolt by adapting 

the tried-and-true method of 

cowboy coffee. 

So named for its roots as a 

humble beverage enjoyed 

around the campfire on long 

cattle drives, cowboy coffee still 

packs a welcome punch to this 

day. With the easy availability 

of exceptional coffee beans and 

precise hand grinders, many 

city-dwelling overlanders have 

put a high-end spin on cowboy 

coffee even when well off the 

beaten path or hours from the 

nearest coffeeshop.

Provided you use the best, 

freshest beans you can find, this 

virtually foolproof recipe will 

produce a rich, full cup.

 1.Add filtered water to 

your pot (we used a traditional 

Spanish enamelled kettle with 

a removable steeping basket 

from Madrid’s Réal Fabrica, but 

anything from a simple pot to an 

old-fashioned percolator works 

just as well).

 2.Using a camp burner or 

-- if you’re looking for the real 

Cowboy Coffee experience -- 

an open fire, bring the pot to 

a boil, then remove from the 

heat source and let rest for 

30 seconds. (This should get 

the water to the ideal brewing 

temperature of 200°F/93°C.)

 3.Add 2 tablespoons of 

finely ground coffee (we used a 

light-roasted Colombian single-

origin from Astro Café Roasters 

in A Coruña, Spain) for every 8 

ounces / 227 grams of water and 

stir well. For best results, grind 

beans just before brewing.

 4.Let the coffee brew for two 

minutes, stir, and wait another 

two minutes.

 5.After the full four-minute 

brew, slowly pour some cold 

water into the spout of the kettle 

to help the grounds settle.

 6.Slowly pour the coffee to 

minimize grounds in your cup.

 7.Relax and enjoy your time 

in the great outdoors.
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“Stand out 

from the 

crowd -- 

but stay 

practical.” 
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Artist Leif Podhajsky teamed up with 

the Hawkes team to outfit a 2021 Subaru 

Crosstrek, a compact vehicle highly 

coveted by city-dwellers from Brooklyn to 

Berlin for its car-like driving experience 

and endless customizability. 

The Hawkes x Leif Podhajsky Subaru 

Crosstrek improves an already versatile 

platform by integrating the full gamut of 

overland essentials. Additional features 

include a lifted suspension for additional 

ground-clearance, off-road tires for better 

traction and durability, auxiliary lighting 

to illuminate the trails, a secure and easy-

to-deploy roof-top tent, a refrigerator to 

keep food fresh and beverages cold, and 

LP Adventure rock sliders to tackle any 

trail.
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For millions, the COVID-19 

pandemic has been a reminder 

of the humbling power of the 

natural world and a cue to 

reconnect with nature. Owing to 

extended lockdowns and social 

distancing, many have looked 

beyond the cities or suburbs 

in which they live, yearning 

to experience fresh air and 

open skies and travel freely, 

unrestricted from the stress of 

airports or train stations. 

For this particular type of nature-

minded traveler, overlanding 

has become much more than a 

hobby -- it has become a lifestyle, 

a passion, and a personal project. 

In a world marked by stress and 

anxiety, where we are chained to 

our laptops and smartphones, 

millions are reconsidering how to 

reconfigure their lives for a post-

COVID world. The evolution 

of the overlanding market now 

means that millions can -- for the 

first time ever -- customize their 

existing vehicle and hit the road, 

venturing off the highway and 

far from the chain restaurants 

and strip malls. 

Editor’s

Note.
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In this, the inaugural Hawkes 

eZine, we have sought to 

highlight some of the places, 

people, and equipment you can 

encounter as an overlander. 

In upcoming issues, we’ll look 

to even more destinations and 

spotlight our favorite off-grid 

food, high-tech equipment, and 

inspiring personalities. We look 

forward to having you join us 

again soon. 

Avery Booker, Editor.
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