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 Symptoms and Cause Prevention - Control 

Avocado   

 

 

 

 

Phytophthora—a soil fungus disease Avocados require a free draining soil. 
Heavy clay soils with poor drainage will 
lead to phytophthora. Plant trees on a 
mound of good potting mix 30cm above 
surrounding soil. 

Citrus   

 

 

 

 

Citrus brown rot—a different fungus to 
stone fruit brown rot. Usually on low 
branches near the ground, especially if 
branches and foliage are dense.  

Prune off low hanging branches. Remove 
debri from under trees. Thin out if foliage is 
dense. Spray bi-monthly with Grosafe Free 
Flo Copper (copper hydroxide).  

Grape   

 Downy mildew—yellow or brown spots 
on leaves. Brown spots on fruit.  

Spray in September and as required 
through out the season with Grosafe Free 
Flo Copper (copper hydroxide) 

 

Passionfruit    

 Septoria brown spot—Leaves develop 
brown spots. In severe cases leaves 
yellow and fall. More likely to occur in 
cool wet weather. 

Spray in September and as required 
through out the season with Grosafe Free 
Flo Copper (copper hydroxide) 

Stone Fruit   

 

 

 

Oriental fruit moth—Young growing 
tips wither and die. Close inspection will 
show a hole in the stem at the base of 
the dead tip which has been caused by 
a small caterpillar. 

Cut off the dead tips 4 cm below the dead 
tip, and spray with Yates Success Ultra. 
Repeat as necessary.  

 Silver leaf—A fungal disease which 
spreads via the sap flow through a 
branch or in some cases, the whole 
tree. Leaves roll and become silvery. 

There is no cure for this serious disease. 
Cut out the tree to avoid the disease 
spreading. Sterilize secateurs after pruning 
affected trees.   

Additional pest/disease identification photos 



 Symptoms and Cause Prevention - Control 

Pip fruit   

 Woolly aphid—A fluffy grey-white cov-
ering around buds, cracks or wounds. 
The woolly mass is a covering which 
protects the aphid from predators. 

Spray with Grosafe Enspray 99 + BioNeem.    

Beetroot   

 Cercospora leaf spot on beetroot. 
Maintain good hygiene by removing all 
diseased spots, leaves. Rotate crops to 
avoid growing in the same area for two 
consecutive years. 

Remove spotted leaves at first sign. If 
plants are still young spray with Grosafe 
Free Flo Copper to protect leaves from in-
fection. 

Onions   

 Thrips on onions—elongated white 
spots from the feeding areas of thrips.  

Spray with Grosafe Enspray 99 + BioNeem. 

Alternative products that can be used are- 

Yates Mavrik, Yates Success Ultra. 

Carrots   

 Carrot Rust Fly—photo shows where 
the larvae of the carrot rust fly have en-
tered and eaten into the carrot. Second-
ary bacteria and fungi then begin the 
decay process creating a rot. 

In areas where carrot rust fly has been a 
problem, cover carrots with a fine mesh.  

 

 

The following products have been discontinued and are not available.  

1) The total range of Tui Products ‘Single Shot’ pesticides and herbicides 

A pack size and presentation that did not catch on with gardeners. 
 

2) All products containing neonicotinoid insecticides 

Yates Confidor; Yates Complete Lawn Insect Control; Yates Rose Gun Advanced;  
Kiwicare Insect Hit; Kiwicare Rose Force; Kiwicare Lawn Pro Lawnguard. 
Unlike other systemic insecticides which only translocate in foliage, neonicotinoids  
also move into the flower where bees are affected—hence the reason for withdraw-
al. 

3) Grosafe ‘Bactur’ the organic Btk insecticide. Although this product is or-
ganic, it is a living culture with a short shelf life, exacerbated by slow 
sales in turn leads to less than satisfactory results. 
 

4) Yates Tomato Dust, a good product, superior to and safer than Derris  
 dust but it didn’t catch on with customers.. 

Discontinued products 



more….Discontinued Products 

5) Kiwicare Organic Weed Free Rapid, This blend of Fatty acids plus pine oil has  
     been discontinued and      replaced with Kiwicare Weed Weapon Natural Power,  
     which contains Fatty acids only. 
 

6) Kiwicare Thiram Fungus Control — Now repackaged and renamed  
     Kiwicare Lawn Pro Lawn Fungus Control. 

 

7) Kiwicare Root Protect—containing ‘Aliette’.  
    In most situations root rot was too advanced to be treated, so results poor. 
    Focus should be on improving draining by raising the planting area and addition of  
    compost. 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
 

 

Not all products listed as ‘New’ are necessarily so but are a new pack, label, or formulation. The active 
ingredient, purpose and use remains the same. This section begins with new products and follows with re-

branded older products. 

New - 
Grosafe GroVentive® 

Following Yates Confidor withdrawal from the home garden market, gardeners reverted to using 
mineral oil sprays for sucking insects—scale, mealy bug, thrip and white fly species on ornamen-
tals and fruit trees. Effective results from oil sprays required excellent total coverage including 
stems. The more difficult species such as mealy bug and scale often survived. Gardeners requir-
ing superior control of these difficult insect pests will welcome the new Grosafe GroVentive® sys-
temic insecticide.  
Containing spirotetramat, this new highly two way systemic insecticide is more effective than 
Confidor and less damaging to bees, provided it is not used on plants in flower.   
Grosafe GroVentive® provides excellent control of sucking insects— aphids, white fly, mites, 
thrips and especially the difficult to control scale, mealy bug, psyllids, spit-
tle bugs and leaf curling midge. Registered and approved in New Zealand 
for use on roses and ornamentals.  
GroVentive Garden® is more expensive than oil sprays, but it is more   
effective, requiring only one or two applications to clean up serious infesta-
tions. The most effective home garden product for mealy bug and scale.  
Cost—$38.00 used at 10ml per litre of water—1.90 per litre of spray 

For more information see ‘GroVentive’ under pesticides on this website. 
Available from most garden centres and some Mitre 10 Mega stores.  

New products 



New  products continued….   

Kiwicare Fungus Control (Ready to use) 
Contains three powerful fungicides (boscalid, pyraclostrobin, tebuconazole) which  
provide very good control of a range of diseases on roses and ornamentals including — 

black spot, powdery mildew, downy mildew, rust, alternaria, sclerotinia, botrytis, blos-
som blight. Not for use on edibles. Not available in concentrate form.  
Without doubt the most effective broad spectrum fungicide available to home gardeners 
for those difficult to control diseases on ornamentals. Because it is only available in a 
ready to use form it is likely to be used only on special valued plants because of cost.  

Kiwicare LawnPro Protect Granules 

Contains Lambda-Cyhalothrin a pyrethroid insecticide for control of soil insects in lawns 
and ornamentals.  
Insects controlled include— 

Grass Grub—apply between October and March at 100g/15m2 

Porina Caterpillar—apply when damage and holes are seen in lawns at 100g per 30m2 

Also effective for slaters, earwigs, wireworm, cluster fly larvae, ants and cockroaches. 
Not registered for use on edibles. This product is a replacement for the old Yates Soil 
Insect Killer which was withdrawn in 2015 along with other organophosphate insecti-
cides. 
Available in Mitre 10 and garden centres. 

Yates Insect Killer for Lawns 

Contains bifenthrin a pyrethroid insecticide in a granule formulation for controlling soil in-
sects in lawns. Insects controlled include—army worm, Argentine stem weevil, African 
black beetle. This product is a replacement for the old Yates Soil Insect Killer which was 
withdrawn in 2015 along with other organophosphate insecticides. Similar to Kiwicare 
LawnPro Protect but controls a narrower range of pests. Available in garden centres. 

 

BotryZen  
A biological FUNGICIDE/BACTERICIDE containing a non-pathogenic natural fungus. When 
applied at commencement of flowering and again at early petal fall Botry-Zen is effective 
against botrytis, sclerotinia and brown rot fungal diseases, plus some bacterial diseases 
such as PSA in kiwifruit. Approved for use on berry fruit, stone fruit, grapes, avocados and 
kiwifruit. Timing and good coverage is essential. Botry-Zen is BioGro certified organic.  

Armour-Zen 

A natural FUNGICIDE containing soluble chitosan. When applied at commence-
ment of flowering and again when disease pressure is high, Armour-Zen is effec-
tive against botrytis and sclerotinia. Approved for use on berry fruit, grapes, and 
kiwifruit. Armour-Zen is BioGro certified organic. Low toxicity to humans. Low 
toxicity to environment.  

Midi-Zen 

A natural organic fungicide containing soya-bean oil for control of powdery mil-
dew on grapes and tomatoes, and ornamentals. This product works primarily by 
killing the fungus on contact, so complete coverage of all surfaces is essential. 
Edibles can be harvested immediately. A useful product for use close to or during harvest.  
Very low toxicity to humans. Very low toxicity to environment.  
Available in some garden centres. 
For more information see BotryZen under pesticides on this website. 

 



New products continued….. 

Yates Zero Tough (Ready to Use) 
Zero Tough is a broad spectrum weedkiller containing two very systemic herbicides—
glyphosate and trichlopyr. This combination controls almost any weed including gorse, 
blackberry, wandering trad, convolvulus, docks, ivy, onion weed, bamboo, agapanthus, 
oxalis, pampas grass and tuber ladder fern.  
Do not use in garden beds or close to desirable plants. Apply with a light but complete 
spray on to actively growing weeds in full leaf. Do not apply to point of run-off where 
surplus spray runs into the soil. Wait 6—8 weeks before removing dead weeds. Availa-
ble in 750ml and 3 litre trigger packs and a 5L refill. Not available in concentrate form. 
Available in garden centres, Bunnings, and Mitre 10.  

Slasher 
This is a new contact-action herbicide based on pelargonic acid. Like other con-
tact herbicides—Natures Way Organic Weed Gun, Kiwicare Weed Weapon Nat-
ural Power, Goulters WeedX, and Round Up Natural, Slasher rapidly kills the 
green leaf growth, but the roots of many weeds regrow requiring repeated spray-
ing. Thorough coverage of the weeds is important for a satisfactory control. 
WeedX and Round Up Natural  are based on Vinegar which is classified as a 
poison and not approved for home garden use in concentrate form. All these 
products are useful for spraying weeds close to desirable plants as accidental 
drift will cause little if any damage. All these products are 3—4 times more ex-
pensive than the a glyphosate weedkiller which is more effective. Slasher and 
Weed Weapon Natural Power are available as concentrates as well as ready to 
use.  

Kiwicare Copper Fungicide Liquid 

This product is a new form of liquid copper concentrate, containing tri-basic copper 
sulphate. It is more cost effective than copper oxychloride but not as good as 
Grosafe Free Flo Copper (copper hydroxide) There is a higher risk of  foliage burn 
with liquid copper as it is less compatible with other products and has rigid condi-
tions of application —Do not apply in conditions over 35 deg.C; Do not mix with wa-
ter below pH6.5; Do not apply to wet foliage or if rain is likely before drying; Do not 
apply to copy shy varieties; Do not continue use on species where there are signs 
of injury.  

 

Grosafe Buxus Blight Fighter 
This product contains potassium salts of phosphorus acid. It is a systemic fun-
gicide which is translocated through the plant system. It has curative and pro-
tective properties, effective against buxus blight, downy mildew and dieback 
from phytophthora. (It is showing promise in trials against Kauri dieback)   

Available from Garden Centres and some Mitre 10 stores. 

 

  

 



 

 

Often products are launched as ‘New’, that are only new to the particular distributor, or are new packag-
ing/branding. There are other identical or very similar products already available. Some examples follow. 

Neem 

Neem product based on azadirachtin, an extract from neem tree kernels has found a place as a 
home garden insecticide. The first neem products available 10 years ago were unregistered and  
not approved for edibles. Five years ago Naturally Neem was the first registered neem approved 
for edibles. Two more brands have now been approved for use on edibles—Grosafe BioNeem 
and OCP Eco Neem. These latter two plus Naturally Neem all contain 10g/litre of azadirachtin the 
active ingredient. All three are also free of aflatoxin, a natural toxin which sometimes occurs in 
neem. For more information see ‘Neem’, under pesticides on this website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The above recommended products are available in garden centres and some Mitre 10 stores. 

The following brands of neem are not approved for use on edibles and contain less than 3g/litre 
of active azadirachtin (therefor need to be used at 4x the rate). Levels of aflatoxin are not de-
clared.  

 

 

 

 

  

Kiwicare Buxus Blight Buster Thiram 

This product contains thiram, a disulphide fungicide which has been available for 70 
years. It is effective for controlling blight on buxus as well as leaf spots and some die-
back on roses and ornamentals. A useful alternate fungicide to use from time to time 
on ornamentals to reduce risk of resistance to rose sprays. Kiwicare have sold this 
product under several different names over recent years. 
 

 

Additional new brands of existing products 



Additional new brands of existing products continued….. 
OCP eco-fungicide 

This is an additional brand of an existing product. It contains potassium bicar-
bonate which is moderately effective against powdery mildew and rose black 
spot for organic gardeners. Also useful as a cleansing agent for removal of 
sooty black mould. (eco-fungicide does not control sooty black mould which 
is caused by sucking insects) 

 

OCP eco-oil 
This botanical oil based on canola is a vegetable oil alternative to mineral oil 
insecticides. Although mineral oils are certified organic, many organic garden-
ers prefer to use a botanical oil alternative. This product was formerly sold as 
Tui eco-pest, is now sold by OCP a Dulux company. Botanical  oils are similar 
to mineral oils in that they control small soft sucking insects by smothering. 
Although Eco-oil  is effective against aphids, thrips, white fly, mites, mealy bug 
and scale, a quality mineral oil such as Grosafe Enspray 99  is more effective 
at lower cost. 

Approved for use on fruit, vegetables and ornamentals. Safe to bees and beneficial insects.  

Kiwicare Insect Hit Natural 
This product is one of several pyrethrum products in a ready to use applicator pack. 
As with other pyrethrum products it is fast acting, controls most visible moving insects, 
and can be used on edibles and ornamentals. It must not be used on plants in flower 
when bees are active. It is highly toxic to beneficial insects. Sythetic pyrethroids such 
as Yates Mavrik are safer and more effective alternatives.  
Available at Mitre 10 and some garden centres 

 

RoundUp Natural  
RoundUp Natural is a natural organic weedkiller containing acetic acid (vinegar).  
This product is essentially the same as Goulters WeedX which has been available 
since 2016. These vinegar weedkillers are only available in diluted form ready to use 
because the normal vinegar concentrate is classified a ’poison’ and as such is banned 
from sale and use to home gardeners. As a contact action weedkiller it simply burns 
all green foliage which kills young weeds, but established or perennial weeds will re-
grow. It is useful for using on weeds close to desirable plants because any small acci-
dental drift onto these plants will do minimal damage if any. 
Other contact action weedkillers Such as OCP Slasher, or Kiwicare Weed Weapon 
Natural Power, are more cost effective organic options.  
Ironically RoundUp original containing glyphosate is less toxic, more effective, and 
much lower cost than the organic version.  

Further information on the subject of these updates can be found on this website under the 
relevant headings. Total science based detail can be found on the ‘Pro Advice’ subscriber 
section when it is complete and live approximately April 2022. 


