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[abire, Yl Thie Wilkas im progress of hazandens matercal remaval. lanps afe (abird, ripl ) Bnmedialion ol lead paisl aad midd Lalies bl dis week

unsighlly bl arn part of Ihe lead aod meld remediztion precess. Sara Iho pre<ess bagins wilh sxpsils meazeniog U levels of the lozic bacands.
chuse lo havi Ehe buildings reedialed b Silfereal Limes ©» the can work fver The conrse of Lha woak, Wy 3ot up, ressedials The haraids and clean
i sach building as iL's Gwishod. up. "Then comes e Bual roperiing 1o snsure Die Villas bave a clean hill

ol beafth. " Sara says.

o T —— Id buildings are full of surprises.
o ulifont living mocs “Whes Oftentimes, those surprises aren’t
s wmathear it fair, punll Sl . of the fun variety. Thesa can inclede
e everything from foundation problems
and environmental hazrards to pests
that hawe taken up residence, and, in the case of our

Minden, Louisa Project House, a spring welling up into
the property.

When it comes to these unfortunate surprises,
owner and blogger Sara McDaniel of Simply Southern
Cottage says. "They are inevitable when warking

s own

with historic structures. | hope for the best but always
plan for the worse” Luckily, Sara is no stranger to the
unexpected. As someone who's life radically shifted
after leaving an established career and moving back
home to Louisiana, she's faced her own share of

surprises and allowed them to strengthen her.
That mentality translates well into rehabbing the

old buildings of the Villas at Spanish Court. Though

termites, surprise springs and walls ridden with

L BY AUTUMMN KRAUSE'!: "~ | | ¥ !
FHOTOCEAFHY BY SARA WCDAMIEL S 40 0 400 ; e . : ashestos try to stymie her, she's prepared and ready

to work with the process, not against it




[aborva lett) Sara's home is Tull of seal and kas a collected, dymamic foeling, “Whan you got
2 sign Tram 2 big box shere, five thousand olber people 3cress the walion will alse hawe "
Sara says. “Bul when you shep (rom antigues sheps anid garage sales, you'll Sod spacial
Hems thal yo aboae will have.” For example, thesa Ehealer chairs, mhich s loond al 3a
anligues marksl, are fram an old Wesler i Michigan and are U sorl of one-ol-a-ked

pimces Sara loves. Shell use this ssmme mentalily when decoraling the Villaz.

STAYING

meulral Barmbswse siyls was 2 big trend. *| lsased mls
iL,” Sara says. Thew a Iriend broughl ever same chairs
In Sara's boma bei 2 pholacheal. “Ibey were o joyiul,”
Sara says. ] immediately thought, | kave bo bring color
inln my hama!™

Louisiana's climate is its own main character with heat and humidity.
But guests of the hotel will find nothing but perfect temperatures, thanks to
mini-split AC units from MECOOL, a Kentucky-based air conditioning company.

rHOTCGERAPH COURTESY OF MECOOL

» CLIMATE CONTROL. The MRCOOL team are ceperts
an climate, and know which type of unit wall work for
loral weather patterns. "Louisiana is 3 warmer area fir
conditining is a necessary respite from hot weather that
can sometimes be dangerous to spend too much tome in,”
says the MR O0OL team. "Our units also remose humidity
from the air as it cools, ensunng you're comiortable as well
as safe="

= MINISPLIT UNITS. Central AC units have air handies thai
push air into rooms through a vent. But the MBCOOL tearm
suppgested mmimi - split AC onits for the Villas, which aflow
homeowners bo choose precely where thedr air handler
qoes. "In the case of the Villas, it will allow coch separate
¥iflla 1o hawe its own temperature control,” the team sys

» DIT FRIENDLY. Most AC unils requine professional
insiallation, bul MRCOOL has an optson {or those who
want to DY their arr conditioning. “We came onto the
zoeme with a product that was almost unthinkable” the
team says “TU's called the DIY and it allows homoowners o
take control of therr own systems mstallabon.”

{abaree, righl ] Wiven Sara sl senbored il inlerior desigm,

(2%l | Balieve it or sol, Sara gol all the pioces im bir galiory wall bar
umidnr §100 3l a shors thal was kavieg 2 massive sale om arl “Afsr bping
lham sul am Uhe foer, | jusl gol my hammer snd nsils and wenl Ter il,” the
sayx. A il toreed sol s dam cule!™ The Yillaz will kave 2 miz belween
i cillage shyle and allier larmbaase-Iriandly slybis.

EXPECTATIONS VERSUS REALITY
Sara is extremely organized while juggling several
areas of entrepreneurship at once, from filming an
HGETV show to overseeing the Villas' renovations. Her
organization and firm control of her projects lets her
adapt. no matter the circumstance. "My crganization
is the scaffolding for when things go awny.” Sara says.
“And something always will. especially with delays"
For example, Sara leamed that the Villas would be
inaccessible to her as their environmental hazards
were remedied. 5o she prepared for the delay and
figured out ways around the closures. *l had the
buildings closed off one at a time,” she says. "That
way, | was able to work on the open ones. When the
first building was closed oft, | took measurements
prior to the remediation and had contractors also
come and take measurements of the floors, windows
and cabinet spaces.” Thanks to her planning the
project has moved forward, even when no one could
set foot inside.

[belem| A warimly of Lhrifled pieces adorm Sara's mantel, including 51
artwerk amil 3 reslic wesden box thal she pol Irom a parage ale. She akse
added in cure books sl teprarbes lor addilional bexlure and inberesl
“You'll nelice Uke whabs Lableau i kind of af-conlered. | lave axymmelry
M gives 3 seise of SEirpiide.” the ia7s



Gafoand SECURE

Onoce the Villas at Spanish Court
reemerge from their renovation cocoon,
the premises will be secured by Eufy, a
company that offers the latest in smart
technology for homes and businesses.

SMART HOMES. We've ofl experienced the inlegration
of our lives with technology. Fuly has a varsety of smart
home systems, from robo vacuomes to baby and pek
momitors. What Sara will use at the Villas is their security
msystems, which use modern kechnology to burm devices
mbo command cenlers jor salety. This includes securthy
sy<lems and alarms Sara can control from her phone, ax
wedl 2 smart locks that guests wall be able to use to getm
and out of thesr Villa,

EASY TO USE. Fufy's motio is "Smart Home Simplifed.”
and theyve created easy-to-use smart home devices
and appliances: Wireless home secunty systems are

one of their premiere offenngs. This plays outn
practical ways; for example, the smart locks each hawe

a ingerprint entry system, and Sara will be able o reset
the code combimation from ber phone when new guests
stay at the Villas

UNHOBTRUSIVE. Sara is excaied to work with Euly
becase the security systern will be umohtrusive, yet
eficcine. The charm of the Villas will stay unmarred by
amy heavy or ugly cameras. Instesd, Eufy's system is
dizcrest, allowing guest to fooes on fun and relaation,
while giving Sama the peace: of mind that her property
will rerniain safe

Duiting Uhn pracais o hazariiis iialenal rofedialion, (e cealiacters
place Larps ever every door and mindew Le makie sare e lozic ssbeslos
amil lea pailicles stay imside the building and don't leak inlo the
walside air. bern esugh e Villas are sdill in Dheir decropil slale, lecals
amil teurists alikos driwe by 1o sew the sclivily and track the pregrass.
“Everyone is axciled, and that excitament is conlagions,” Sars says. “We
can'l wail ls Ukrow open Dhe desrs and welcsms sveryme in "

LESSOMNS, NOT LOSSES
Each unexpected surprise is a leaming process, and
Sara's experience teaches her where to find answers.
She’s never dealt with a spring welling up through the
ground before, so when water made an appearance
where it had no business to be, she knew just where to
tum. I go straight to experts,” she says. *| have a good
team | use for each project My team has invested in
me, and ['ve invested in them and that's gotten me
through so many difficulties.” She highly recommends
finding the right people to work with, in every area of
ife. Her plumber ended up putting a pipe on the spring
to catch the water and drain it to the nearby creek,
saving the Villas from a watery grave.

Ey staying organized and treating each surprise
as a heaming opportunity. Sara artfully navigates an
inherently daunting project. "Everything happens for a
reason,” she says. “5o | trust in the beauty of
every circumstance.”

SAL SEE SOURCES, PAGE 130, A%
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Reowalin RESOURCES

An old house rescue needs just as many building materials as a
new house. Here are some of our sponsors and what they can
contribute to Project House Minden.
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Traditional wooden shutters, starting at 5180
(BER] 801 -3309% or dogbernyeollechons com

1Y Doctless Min-Split AC unat,
tnguire for prace. (270 Z66-0457
or Mmool com

b
! DR it o

450644 Dorset fields natuzal
Meptune rug by Onam Rugs,
5356 [B00) BAS-0720 o

palmetioliving. com

Adelina comiorter =ot,
Sl {HSS) 396-6100 or
lauraashleyuss com.

sydnecy chain
hung pendant
light, startimg
at 5522 [800)
AD7-H7EA or
barnlight.com

Rectangular
muonolithic entry
s, Engquire for price.
Viml emiek com.

183 barn door,
iraguire for proce. Yisit
woodgraindoors.com

Antumn ot the lake

winlage arl prinl, startimg

at 529, (17) 864 - 1784 or
olvebranchiarmbouse com.
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