
1. How would you describe the atmosphere of the impromptu Christmas party in the
Toros’ apartment (p. 137)? What brings the residents of the building together, as a group
and in more intimate settings? Why do you think Cristina Henríquez brought all the
characters together during this particular holiday? What are other ways in which food, culture
and language cultivated a sense of belonging?

2. Do other characters besides Alma struggle with guilt? How does this emotion echo
throughout the book, even among the varying narrators/voices?

3. Alma and Mayor are the primary narrators of the book, yet they have very different
voices and perspectives. How does the chorus of their voices and others affect the main
story and challenge the ways you view immigration and the Latino experience in the
United States? In what ways does the single story play a role in the book and how do you
see that reflected in your own community?

4. Throughout the book we hear multiple characters express their appreciation for the
United States despite their hardships. When Celia’s family couldn’t fly home to Panama,
they went to the beach in Delaware and Mayor narrates, “But one beach isn’t every
beach. And one home isn’t every home. And I think we all sensed, standing there, just
how far we were from where we had come, in ways both good and bad. “It’s beautiful,”
my mom said, staring out at the ocean. She sighed and shook her head. “This country.”
Similarly, how does the final chapter, told in Arturo’s voice, influence your understanding
of what the characters may have felt about America? What do you make of how he ends
his narrative, “I loved this country,” and that it is the last line of the book?
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