
1. The book explores issues such as immigration, the true meaning of the American Dream,
and the limitations of women’s role in society. Do you believe that Mina’s story is typical of
most, or at least many, newly arrived immigrants? Did the novel affect your opinions about
these topics? How so?

2. The perspective shifts between Margot and Mina, alternating between the present and the
past. Why do you think the author chose to structure the novel this way? How does Mina’s past
inform the kind of mother she is for Margot? What does their relationship teach us about how
we understand and communicate with members of our family and our community? 

3. Margot has spent most of her life trying to be different from her mother, a perpetual
foreigner ---both in the United States and in Margot’s life. Yet they both feel like outsiders,
searching for what it means to truly belong. Discuss the similarities and differences between
Margot and Mina. How would Mina and Margot each define home? How did the role of food
and eating play an important role for Margot, Mina and Mrs. Baek? 

4. “Because their life would be part of the lie that this country repeated to live with itself- that
fairness would prevail; that the laws protected everyone equally; that this land wasn’t stolen
from Native peoples; that this wealth wasn’t built by Black people who were enslaved but by
industrious white men, “our” founders; that hardworking immigrants proved this was a
meritocracy; that history should only be told from one point of view, that of those who won and
still have power.” (Page 104, Margot Fall 2014)
How does Margot’s perspective acknowledge the dangers that a single story point of view can
have on an individual, the community and the country. 
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