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The main reasons people become refugees include a

well-founded fear of persecution for reasons of:

What makes someone a refuge?

Globally, the number of international migrants has

grown by 49% since 2000, going from 2.7% to 3.4% of

the world’s population - over 70 million people

worldwide are displaced.  In 2016, the total number of

refugees and asylum seekers in the world was

estimated at 25.9 million.Migration is projected to

continue to increase for many reasons, including

demographic changes, climate change, and conflict.

What does the global refugee crisis
look like?

If not for immigration, the state of Michigan’s

population would have been on the decline for the

past five years. In Kent County, the population grew by

4.6% between 2011 and 2016, while the New

American population grew by 15.3%. Based on 2017

information, there are nearly 80,000 New American

residents in Kent County.

What does this look like locally?



Unfortunately, the narrative around

immigration can be negative.

Messages spread that immigrants

and refugees take from society more

than they contribute. However, in

2017, New Americans in Kent

County paid nearly $500 million in

state, local, and federal taxes and

hold $1.4 billion in spending power.

Additionally, New Americans are

more likely to be of working age

(between the ages of 16-64). This

holds true in Kent County where

80.7% of the New American

population compared to the U.S.-

born population where 63.8%, are

working age. What is more, in Kent

County in 2016, a smaller

percentage of immigrants received

Medicare or Medicaid than US-born

residents––26.3% as compared to

31.3%. 

The narrative that New Americans

are a burden on American systems is

false. New Americans contribute to

the livelihood of the community and

economy, benefitting not just

themselves but everyone in our

society. New Americans directly

enhance communities not just

economically but by providing

treasures of diversity and culture.

 

However, New Americans will only

choose to stay in a community

where they not only feel welcome

but that they belong. They are

looking for a community as their

home, not just a place they

live. New Americans experience

many barriers that hold them back

from feeling like they can reach their

goals––including feelings of

alienation, lack of economic mobility

due to limited English-speaking

abilities and/or issues around

certification and licensing, having

limited knowledge of laws and

customs, and struggles of finding

community. New Americans have no

lack of resilience and hope which

makes them eager and committed

to achieving goals in the face of

challenge.

new americans

POSITIVELY

IMPACT OUR

COMMUNITY



What can you do to make sure a new

neighbor feels welcomed? How can you

connect New Americans to people and

opportunities so they can feel at home in

their new community and thrive? What are

the ways you can celebrate their gifts and

strengths?

join us! 

treetopscollective.org/volunteer
VOLUNTEER with Treetops

GIVE to Treetops 

treetopscollective.org/give

SHOP New American Made Goods

treetopscollective.org/collections

we are all

BETTER

TOGETHER


