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spread welcome by a New American made for 
themselves or for a loved one.

thanks to a generous donor!

designed by teen Social Enterprise intern, 
Peninah, were printed sharing her mental 
health journey and empowering other young 
women!From our women’s group celebrated their skills and 

earned income through Social Enterprise by creating 
winter hats and woven baskets, and invested that 
income into matched savings as part of the Sister 
Circles program.

had one-on-one development with our Social 
Enterprise team. They identified their strengths, 
opened bank accounts, learned how to sell 
at events, underwent the creative process to 
launch their capstone product, refined their 
skills in storytelling and social media, and 
gained confidence in their voice and creativity.

gained screen 
printing experience.

Treetops’s lead sewer used her savings from this job 
to pay for travel back to Iraq for the first time since 
settling, giving her son the chance to experience their 
culture, visit family and revive his early memories of 
home.

A program member, shared her Sudanese art of 
basket-weaving. We watched her light up at the 
opportunity for her work to be valued. One impact 
of connecting women to the marketplace is that 
she used her earning to be a founding leader in our 
matched savings group, each month contributing 
a portion of her earning and using her voice to 
encourage women to do the same.

where more than 81,000 community members were 
to our products and missoin!

including Harvard Art Museum as a repeat customer. 
We spent the year building relationships with 
businesses-- making everything from high-end velvet 
pillows for Stoffer Home, mission based tee’s for 
churches and organizations, and custom apperal and 
totes.

1
TEEN
landed a full-time 
job at another social 
enterprise in town by 
a connection through 
Treetops.



SISTER CIRCLES PROGRAM
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WOMEN
participated in the 2019 Sister Circles Cohort.

covered topics like High School Education, Post High 
School, Jobs and Careers, Personal Health, Finance, 
Relational Health, Leadership and Recap.

      93% of girls shared resources they recieved 
through the program.

      100% girls had an increased sense of 
hopefulness after the SC program.

      The biggest change in pre and post program 
for the girls was their situation concerning 
relationships and community in GR. They feel 
not just more welcome here, but like they have a 
supportive community now. 

      The biggest change was in confidence in 
accessing resources in the community.

      75% of women have an increased sense of 
hopefulness after the SC program.

      Three teens were connected with and 
participated in the mayor’s LEAD program which 
helps teens prepare for careers and life as an active 
community member.

      Two families represented by women and teens 
in our program partially furnished their home 
through our relationship with The Storehouse.

      Women who participated in matched savings 
were able to make life-changing purchases-- like 
translation services, drivers license tests, and a new 
vehicle.

      One woman was able to enroll her son in 
school and apply for a green card with the help of 
Treetops.

      One woman submitted her application for 
a green card with the help of her cross cultural 
partner.

covered topics like Earning Income, Finance, 
Leadership, Immigration, Housing and Recap.

“[The Sister Circles Program] 
is helpful in so many ways, 
especially in improving English 
and making new friends. This is 
a good program for people who 

are alone and need 
help.” - Pabrita, 
women’s cohort 
member.

“Through Treetops this past year, my 
life is changing and I’m happier. I like 
coming together with other women, 
learning at workshops, and seeing 
the team at Treetops. Now I feel more 
like a human. I feel respected, I feel 
like a woman again, I feel alive, and 
I’m closer with God and want to be 
active.”
-Rebab, Women’s Cohort Member



FINANCES & FUNDRAISING

WE TAKE STEWARDSHIP 
SERIOUSLY

THANK YOU

and we’re grateful for how you have invested 
in spreading welcome in our community. This 
year, we were blessed with gifts from 260 NEW 
GIVERS and 98 MONTHLY GIVERS. Here is how 
we utilized funding last year.

Thanks to the generosity of partners like you, 
we received $308,925 in charitable donations, 
$70,865 in earned income from our social 
enterprise, and $76,215 in rental and other 

income in 2019.

These numbers only begin to capture the impact you made 
possible last year. Your support has been a deep investment 
in the lives, creativity, and potential of our newest refugee 
neighbors—helping them put down new roots and restore a 

sense of community.

Tarah Carnahan - 
Co-Founder, Executive Director260 98

NEW GIVERS MONTHLY GIVERS

OUR WORK WAS MADE POSSIBLE BY:

With 97 giving more than they did in 2018!



VOLUNTEERS
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CROSS-CULTURAL PARTNERS

shared their time and gifts in 2019. This work is truly 
done by an entire collective of people who want to 
spread welcome.

2019 programming was made possible by 20 
transportation volunteers, 35 cross-cultural partners 
and 13 childcare volunteers.

built relationships with new neighbors.

      12 hours - the average time each volunteer spent 
with us in 2019.

      38 hours - average amount of time each 
cross-cultural partner spent together throughout the 
program.

      74% of CCPs saw their partner progress in one or 
more of their goals during the 9 month period.

      89% of CCPs helped their partner in specific 
areas such as finances, employment, education, 
housing, leadership, navigating relationships or the 
community.



ADVOCACY
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WELCOME TEES SOLD

HARVARD ART MUSEUM

WORLD REFUGEE DAY

RISE FOR REFUGE

GLIMPSE OF AFRICA
UICA

OTHER SPREAD WELCOME 
PRODUCTS SOLD

allowing audiences to wear welcome in languages 
representing refugee communities and reminding 
some West Michiganders our own Dutch heritage and 
immigration stories.

reached out to feature our products in their gift shop 
during their exhibition “Crossing Lines, Constructing 
Home.” They are now a repeat wholesale customer.

Treetops partnered with Refugee Education 
Center to host an event that recognized 
the varied cultures, unique contributions, 
and considerable strengths of people with 
refugee status in West Michigan. The Treetops 
team served delicious food made by New 
Americans, educated the 49 guests present, 
and facilitated a panel discussion.

In response to a proposed (and now set) ban 
on new asylum seekers and a decrease in 
the national refugee resettlement ceiling, a 
nationwide campaign called Rise for Refuge 
emerged in September 2019. Treetops 
collaborated with 5 other organizations to host 
a local event at Tabernacle Community Church 
where 264 people heard from New American 
voices, contacted their representatives, and 
signed up for volunteer opportunities.

In 2019, Grand Rapids was fortunate enough 
to see the first all-African downtown festival 
celebrating the varied countries and cultures 
of the African continent as well as the values 
and pride that unify all Africans. Treetops 
sponsored the event, acted as fiduciary, 
hosted planning meetings in our space, and 
had a booth at the festival.

sought our input on their exhibition “HOME” and 
featured our products in their gift shop during the 
showing.

including 73 Spread Welcome Mats greeting visitors 
at spaces throughout West Michigan and beyond, 90 
Spread Welcome totes handsewn by a New American, 
and 180 Spread Welcome Stickers.


