
How to Help Students With Reading



Definitions

• Comprehension is a measurement of 
understanding of a passage of text. (Wikipedia) 

• One of the hardest things to teach and 
understand is inference.



What is it?

• Inference is using the text and what you know 
to figure something out. 

• Inference is considered an analytical skill. 
• One of the most important, yet hard to teach 

skills. 
• An inference is the ability to connect what is in 

the text with what is in the mind to create an 
educated guess.  (Beers, 2003, p. 6162



Bloom’s Taxonomy



Example First Grade Level

Pat sat by the tree. 
“Mom wants me to work,” Pat said. 
“ I do not want to help her work. 
I will hide by this big tree. 
She will not find me. 
I will hide from her. 
My mom will not find me. 
I will hide by this big tree!”



Examples of questions

Knowledge 
Where is Pat sitting? 
Comprehension 
Why is Pat hiding? 
Inference 
What is said in the story that makes you think 

that Pat doesn’t want to work.?



Responses

• Answers 
• Pat is sitting by the big tree. 
• Pat is hiding from mom so she won’t have to 

work.  I don’t want to work so I’ll hide. 
• Inference:  Child knows that if her mother can’t 

find her she won’t have to work.



Second Grade Level

Whiz! The baseball went right by me, and I struck at the air! 
 “Strike one,” called the man,  I could feel my legs begin to 

shake! 
Whiz the ball went by me again, and I began to feel bad. 

“Strike two!” screamed the man. 
I held back because this time I would kill the ball! I would hit it 

right out of the park! I was so scared that I bit down on my 
lip.  My knees shook and my hands grew wet. 

Swish! The ball came right over the plate.  Crack! I hit a good 
one! Then I ran like the wind.  Everyone was yelling for me 
because I was now a baseball star! 



Knowledge  How did the child know he missed 
the ball? 

Comprehension Why did the child feel bad?  

Inference: Who is the man? 
• Answer: the umpire 
• Child knows that the person who calls strikes in 

a game is the umpire

Examples 



Grade 4 Level

• A long time ago people became frightened when they 
saw a comet.  They thought a comet was a sign that 
unpleasant events such as an earthquake would take 
place.  Scientist now know that these ideas are not 
correct.  

• A comet is a space object made of ice particles mixed 
with dust.  Comets probably  come from the far outer 
edge of our solar system.  Comets can be seen only 
when they are close enough to the sun to reflect  its 
light.  A comet has two parts; the head and the  tail. The 
tail is present only when the comet is heated by the 
sun.   The tail is made of dust and gas. 



Comet continued

an be millions of kilometers long.  The head is 
made of ice, frozen gases, and particles of rock 
and metal.  It could be described as a dirty 
snowball.  The heads of most comets are only a 
few kilometers wide. As they near the sun, 
reflected sunlight makes them appear large



•   A comet’s tail always points away from the 
sun.  It can be millions of kilometers long.  The 
head is made of ice, frozen gases, and particles 
of rock and metal.  It could be described as a 
dirty snowball.  The heads of most comets are 
only a few kilometers wide.  As they near the 
sun, reflected sunlight makes them appear 
large.



Sample questions

Knowledge: What is a comet? 
Comprehension: What happened a long time ago 

when people saw comets? 
Inference 
• What is said in the passage that helps you 

figure out that the comet’s tail is formed from 
its head



What can be inferred?

• The student can infer from the text that the tail 
is made from the head, because the sun warms 
it and creates the tail.



Sources

• All stories and some of the questions are taken 
from the Analytical Reading Inventory Fourth 
Edition by Mary Lynn Woods and Alden Moe.   

• Published by Merrill Publishing Company 1977



Bloom’s Taxonomy



Sources

• Source  
• Clemson University web site



Ways to Assist

• Think 
• Pair  
• Share 
• Think of some questions you could use for  

Stone Soup. 
• Tell your partner about them. 
• Share them with the group.



Stone Soup 
retold by Heather Forest

• There once was a comfortable little village nestled 
in the mountains. The people who lived there had 
more than enough to keep themselves content. 

• One day two travelers came along.  Their coats 
were tattered.  Their hats were torn.  Their dusty 
shoes had holes in their soles. 

• Hungry and tired, one traveler said to the other, 
“Surely someone here can spare a bit of food.”



Stone Soup continued

• They knocked boldly on a door.  It cracked 
open and a woman asked, “What do you 
want?” 

• “Please,” said one of the travelers, “ we are 
hungry.  So you care? Will you share?  Do you 
have any food?” 

• The woman squinted her eyes and tartly 
replied, “No!” She quickly slammed the door 
shut



Questions



Stone Soup continued

• The travelers walked a little farther down the road 
and knocked on another door. A young boy 
answered.  His chocolate brown eyes were sweet.  
“Good day,” he said shyly. “What do you want?” 

• “Please,” said one of the travelers, “we are hungry.  
Do you care?  Will you share?  Do you have any 
food?” 

• The boy replied, “There is no food here” and 
closed the door.



Still More Soup!

• The travelers wandered wearily through the 
village, knocking on every door.  But everywhere 
they heard, “I don’t care.  I won’t share.  There is 
no food.” 

• They sat beside a well. One traveler sighed and 
clutched his empty belly.  He said. “If there is no 
food in this elegant little village, then the people 
who live here are in greater need than we are.  
We should make them our magical soup.”



Sample questions



And more…….

• The two travelers climbed up on the edge of the 
well and shouted, “We are master cooks! If anyone 
in this town has a big black pot, we will make the 
most delicious soup anyone ever tasted!” 

• A door slowly opened. A round man emerged 
carrying a gigantic black pot.  “I love to eat!” he 
said.  “Here’s a pot.  Let me see what two master 
cooks can do with it.” 

• “Watch and see!” said one traveler with glee



Making Soup

• The travelers filled the pot with cold water and 
built a fire.  Soon the flames licked the sides of 
the pot and billows of steam rose into the air.  
Curious people began to gather. What is 
happening?” the townspeople asked.   

• “We are making an unusual soup,” said one of 
the travelers.”  It requires a special magical 
ingredient.  I am certain we will find it in this 
town



All join in…

• All eyes in the crowd watched as one of the 
travelers reached down and picked up an 
ordinary stone.  He tossed it into the pot with a 
splash.  “We’re making Stone Soup!” he said. 

• It will be nutritious, delicious, incredible, and 
edible!  But it would taste better,” he paused 
and sighed, “if we only had a carrot.”



Stone soup continued

“Where would we find a carrot in this town?” the 
other traveler asked. “We knocked on every door 
and everywhere we heard, “I don’t care.  I won’t 
share.  There is no food!” 
Then perhaps we cannot make this delicious 
soup after all,” they both announced with a sad 
shrug of their shoulder, and began to turn away. 
A child timidly raised her hand and said, “Wait! I 
might have a small carrot



Additional ingredients

• “Excellent!” shouted  the travelers.  “Bring what 
you’ve got! Put it in the pot!  We’re making Stone 
Soup!” 

• This magical soup would taste even better if we 
had a potato,” they added. 

• A deep voice in the back called out, “I have a 
potato.” 

• “Wonderful!” shouted the travelers. Bring what 
you’ve got! Put it in the pot!  We’re making Stone 
Soup!



All in the pot……

• “It would taste better still,” they said, “if we 
had just a few more ingredients.” 

• “Perhaps,” said one villager, “I could bring a 
green bean.” 

• “Well,” said another, “if you are going to bring 
a green bean, I will bring a kernel of corn.” 

• “I shall not be outdone,” cried another, “I will 
bring an egg noodle.”



Still more!

• One by one the voices announced, “ I will bring 
a slice of celery!”  “I will bring a pinch of 
pepper.” “I can bring a sprig of parsley!” “ I 
might have a tiny turnip.” 

• “Well why are you waiting?” cried the 
travelers.  “Bring what you’ve got. Put it in the 
pot.  We’re making Stone Soup!” 

• Everyone in town ran home to bring one small 
thing to put in the pot



Bon appétit!

• Food flew through the air and landed with 
splashes in the growing soup.  Soon the huge 
pot was full and simmering.  A wonderful smell 
drifted through the air.  The smell was so 
tempting, people brought out  bowls, spoons, 
chairs and tables.  They placed hearty loaves of 
bread, chunks of cheese, and bowls of fruit on 
the tablecloths. Everyone came to taste the soup 
and marveled at the flavor.  “It’s amazing!” said 
one woman



The lesson

• “These two travelers made such a delicious soup 
out of a stone.” 

• “Out of a stone,” said the travelers with a grin, 
“and a magical ingredient… sharing.” 

• As the travelers left town they said, “If anyone 
ever wants to make this soup again, just 
remember the recipe. 

• Bring what you’ve got , Put it in the pot, Every bit 
counts, from the largest to the least.  Together we 
can celebrate a Stone Soup feast!”



Activitiy

Now look at the books on your tables. 
Think of some questions that you could 
ask. 
Use the “buzz” words from Bloom’s 
taxonomy



 Sample questions


