
To Our Committed Volunteers:

Here are some proven strategies for helping students with reading.  These
helpful ideas come from WITS in Chicago, (Working in the Schools) an
organization that invites corporations to volunteer at lunchtime to assist with
reading in Chicago’s toughest schools.

COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES

Predicting: Using what is known to think about what will follow while
reading continuous test.

Before reading:   “What do you think this story will be about?”

During reading:  “What clues do you have to help make new predictions
about the book?”

After reading: “Did your predictions change or not?” “Which of your
predictions were the most helpful?”

Encourage students to use their own background knowledge plus clues from
the pictures and text to make logical guesses about the story and enhance
their comprehension.

Making Connections: Searching for and using connections to
knowledge gained through personal experiences, learning about the world,
and reading other texts.



Text to Self: Students make connections with what they have read to their
own personal experiences.

Text to World:  Students make connections with what they have read to
world events.

Text to Text:  Students make connections with two or more stories they have
read.

Inferring: Going beyond the literal meaning of a text to think about what
is not stated, but is implied by the writer.

What did the author mean by……….?

What made you think that?

What did the character mean when he/she said?

“Reading between the lines”

Summarizing & Synthesizing: Summarizing is remembering what one
read and selecting only the most important points to share.  Synthesizing is a
summary plus the reader’s own opinion or thinking.

Tell me what you read in one or two sentences
What was the theme of the reading?
How have your opinions or feelings about the characters, ideas, or problems
in the story changed?

Putting together information from the text and from the reader’s own
background knowledge in order to create new understandings.


