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Text handling

1. Mrs Ericson thought that Marian’s cousin made her 
nervous by doing what?

2. ‘Oh, I don’t think it’s that’. (line 7) What does Mrs Eric-
son mean by this?

3.  ‘to slip them’ (line 20) means (a) to hide from (b) to 
bribe or (c) to escape.

4.  What documents did Marian need to have?

5.  Why was Mrs Ericson so keen for Marian to pass her 
driving test?

6. What is the relationship like between Mrs Ericson and 
Marian? Quote one example from the passage to sup-
port your answer.

7. What was Marian’s reaction on seeing the inspectors?

8. The inspector who failed Marian the first time is de-
scribed as being ‘self-important’ (line 34), explain what 
this means.

9. Why was Mrs Ericson bewildered?

10. Why do you suppose the inspector called Marian ‘Man-
dy-Lou’?

11.  What can you tell about the inspector’s attitude from 
the questions he was asking Marian and the comments 
he made to her replies?

12.  ‘feigned astonishment’ (line 65) means what?

13.  Why would Marian’s voice be ‘not quite steady’? (line 
74)

14. ‘The inspector lost his joviality’ (line 82) Do you think 
his ‘joviality’ was genuine? Give a reason for your an-
swer.
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15. The Inspector deliberately speaks in non-standard Eng-
lish to Marian? What does this imply?

16. ‘You –all sho can read fine’ (line 73) write this in stand-
ard English.

17. The Inspector uses the word ‘pickanninies’ what does
this word mean?

18. The title is ‘The test’. Can you explain the two likely
meanings implied?

Written production

• Mrs. Ericson wrote a letter of complaint to the Chief In-
spector. Write her letter.

Text handling

1. Football pitches are being destroyed. True or false?

2. The forests are being destroyed illegally. True or false?

3. High amounts of carbon speed up climate change. True
or false?
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4. Greenpeace protects the forest. True or false?

5. The Amazon is rich. True or false?

6. Indigenous peoples are being destroyed. True or false?

7. Name one animal species and one plant species men-
tioned in the article.

8. Belgium will disappear. True or false

9. Greenpeace is running in a campaign. True or false

10. Local people are involved in helping to save the rainfor-
ests. True or false?

Text handling

1. Select the correct alternative in the above article 1-6.

2. Scientists are manipulating their genes. True or false?

3. GM organisms are pollutants. True or false?

4. GM foods are tolerated. True or false?

5. Eating GM food is catastrophic. True or false?

6. How is GM food created?

7. Some restaurants serve GM food. True or false?

8. How would you know whether or not you had eaten 
GM food?

9. ‘Both these backdoors need closing’. Name one example 
given to illustrate this.

Text handling

•	 Words have been taken from both sections on the next 
page. Replace them in the correct spaces.

 (1) urgent; (2) problem; (3) local; (4) dangerous; (5) 
temperatures; (6) obvious; (7) vulnerable; (8) offshore; (9) 
enormous; (10) abundant; (11) engulf; (12) havoc; (13) tox-
ic;(14) problems;(15) recycling; (16) hazardous; (17) incin-
erators; (18) linked (19) sustainable; (20) legacy; (21) strategy 
(22) defects; (23) chain; (24) speck; (25) emissions
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Text handling

•	 The paragraph headings were removed from the advertise-
ment below. Replace them correctly
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Headings:

(1) Knowledge (2) Action (3) Vision (4) Strength (5) Speed 
(6) Power

Text handling

•	 The five headings were removed from the following article, 
where should they go?

Headings:

(a) Greenpeace Takes Action (b) Greenpeace Means Business. 

(c) Greenpeace Is International. (d) Greenpeace Campaigns 
24 Hours A Day. 

(e) Greenpeace Is Independent.
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Text handling: What happened when?

When What
1989

Change in materials used in toys
1983
1987

Demolition of plants
Oils plan abandoned
Government accepts new technology
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