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The Intro.                 

       

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC 

     Here we are, December already, on the cusp of Christmas. 

Where has the year gone? Time does fly, apparently whether 

you’re having fun or not. Anyway, this is Issue number 8 of 

our famous club newsletter (and they said we wouldn’t last. 

Ha!). It’s chock full of news and…stuff…that may be of interest 

to you, the members…and others. It’s been a busy few weeks 

with Jack Attack, functions, bowls, and functions and more 

bowls, and more functions. Lots to do. But it’s what we want, 

as a club, to see the greens busy, and the clubrooms busy, 

filled with people enjoying themselves. This is what we’re 

about, playing bowls and enjoying ourselves. Life’s too short 

to waste working all the time, we have to get out sometimes 

and engage in a bit sport and recreation, relaxation and 

enjoyment. It keeps us young. Merry Christmas and a Happy 

New Year to all.           

     Go South Oakleigh!    
                      

Upcoming Events.    
December 16th: 

Friday Sixers Grand 

Final.            

December 17th:     

Last round of 

Pennant before the 

Christmas Break, 

Christmas drinks and 

raffle.            
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   A Message From The Chair.      

 It has been a busy month at the club. With pennant season in full swing, along Jack 

Attack and a large number of social events, there has been a lot of activity and lots of 

different/new people/groups at the club. It has been fantastic to observe, feedback has 

been overwhelmingly positive, basically summed up, by people saying the place has a 

good vibe!  This is a credit to all involved in the planning and running of the club. 

 This has been good for the finances (and a further increase in membership) which 

we need as a club but I have to say a huge thank you to all the volunteers (the likes of 

Brian, Scott, Ronnie, Knackers, Don, Chappy, Jim, Chris McGrath, Chris Donohue, Josie, 

Greg W and George, along with our paid staff Deb, William, Paul and Fitzy plus Mark C do 

really make the club tick, apologies to anyone I didn't mention like Shane, Dave, Ken B, 

Felicity and Trevor.  We, as a club, need the commitment and time of our members to 

ensure our long-term viability.  There is the old saying many hands make light work, I 

would really ask every member, full or social, to take the JFK (paraphrased) statement to 

heart. 

 It is not what the club can do for you but what you can do for the club. 

 I also would like to mention that one of our key values at the SOBC is RESPECT.  This 

should be paramount in all our actions and words.  Sure, be passionate, have an opinion, 

agree to disagree and I am not saying we have to like everyone but as a club we need to 

be sure we RESPECT each other and everyone that comes into the club.  We are getting 

more and more recognition (externally) as THE friendly club; we have to build on 

this. Want people to be happy not angry. 

 I would also like to take this opportunity to wish all members, their families and friends, 

a safe and happy festive season.  Looking forward to seeing you all in 2023.                                        

 Take care, Greg T. 

             

 The Bowls Report.  
 Div 3 Broke through for their first win of the season last week against Bentleigh 

away on quick grass with all rinks successful and a 30-shot margin. Can they repeat last 

year when they came from the bottom to host a semi-final. Keep our fingers crossed. 

 Div 8 have continued their winning form, still holding down 2nd on the ladder and 

should make the finals. We hope the side can settle down as more bowlers come 

available.             

 The Friday Sixers have won their way into the Grand Final against Bennetswood at 
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Coatesville on Friday at 7pm. A remarkable effort. We wish them all the best in the game.

 Don’t forget the club games that have to be played. If you’re entered in the pairs 

then check the draw for games and dates. The singles competition is getting closer to the 

business end and all games need to be completed as soon as possible, please.   

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

From the Selection committee.         

 Don Boyd.                      

P.S. The selection committee are doing their best, if you have an issue then speak to Don, 

Neil, or Ron directly.    
                                                                                                                 

The Greens Report.               

 Both greens are progressing well thus far with lines now fully marked on both 

greens. 

The synthetic is true and in time will pick up pace, we just have to be patient, it was 

always going to be this way. 

 The grass green has generally run very well, been a credit to Fitzy to have it this way with 

all the ordinary weather (rain) we have had. 

 To help the grass green it is essential that on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Sundays that if 

practicing members bowls east-west on both greens. 

 Social functions on the plastic will still be north-south as we lack shade, at the moment, 

on the east/west ends plus access to the bar area and BBQ is needed by social groups. 

 It needs to be stressed that if any member has any concerns about either green, they talk 

to Jim Keena, he is the green's director and he is happy to discuss anything about the 

greens with all members.  

  *************************************************************************  

       

      

    
                                  

Honouring Mick Toohey. 

 The club, in association with Coatesville, 

is looking at an event to celebrate the life 

of Mick, sometime in January. 

 Mick was a much-loved member of both 

clubs (as well as at Clayton, SOC and 

Cobram) and he deserves a big send off, 

even it is belated. 

 More details to follow 
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 Around The Club.         

  The female toilets are now up and running, looking really quite good.  Thanks 

to Mark C, Chappy and Ronnie for all their work. 

 Looking at the next big project now!  Peter be warned! And yes, those big pot plants now 

in the lane way will be back on club grounds soon! 

 Still working on getting a replacement dishwasher! 

 The 2 buildings adjacent to the car park, the old baby health care centre, and the Guides 

Hall, are due to be demolished next month and a super type of childcare/kindergarten 

will be built. 

 We will lose some car parking spots (note for Brian, we also must ask council to tidy up 

there as well as get the lights working) whilst this is being constructed and we will have 

the girl guides using our facility next year on a Monday and Wednesday night. 

 OC Connections have finished at the club for the year and will be back in Mid Jan and 

Swing Patrol have also finished for the year and will be back in February 

 Brian has done a great job with organising the garden committee (thank you to all those 

that help), there is another working bee coming up soon! 
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Coaches Report            

 Hi all, it was great to see 8 players practicing a weight control drill last Thursday. 

Hopefully, that will be a start of regular participation in training drills. This week I would 

like to do the same using a slight variation with a competition component added. It would 

be nice to see as many as possible come along and join in.     

  If you have a few minutes to spare I would recommend you watch a series of 

coaching videos on YouTube called “The Delivery Doctor: Bowls Delivery Sequence 01 The 

Grip 02 The Pre stance 03 The Stance 04 The Back Swing etc”.     

 Great wins last Saturday, it shows what we are capable of as well-balanced teams. 

Hope to see more players on Thursday night.        

  Cheers, Chappy. 

Functions/Events 2023. 

Superbowl 13/2/23 - put in your diary - a very good day.        

Adventure Before Dementia - 5/3/23 - there is a link on our web page to purchase 

tickets. Spread the word, we want as many people as possible on the day. It will be b.y.o 

nibbles. 

Ladies race day - on a Saturday in March - details to come.      

Autumn Leaves - 1/4/23 - get your teams in - please check in with Chris McGrath and Jim 

Keena.  

A Saturday night in May - Trivia night - details to come.       
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The Social Side. 

 This Saturday will be the last game before the Christmas break and, aside from the 

usual post game food, there will be pizza and drinks but not until the 8th Div side return 

from Cranbourne, social members are also welcome. We’ll also have the Christmas raffle, 

and many thanks to Michele for organising this. There are three main prizes, 2 hampers 

and a ham, and there will also be a few minor prizes. Tickets are available at the bar for 

$5 per strip. Don’t forget to write your name and contact number on the back of the 

ticket and place it back in the box, just in case you’re not there for the draw. By the way, 

it was great to see Michele at the club a couple of weeks ago when she worked the bar 

and took care of the food during match day and I’m sure everyone is looking forward to 

seeing around the club more often. It was also great to see Billy Mac at the club last 

week. The surgery went well and he’s now recovering. Hopefully we’ll start seeing more 

of him as well.             

 In the meantime, we have plenty of functions happening during Summer (which 

should eventuate any moment now), a lot of which include bowls which is, after all, one 

of the main reasons for the club’s existence. More people trying out bowls means there’s 

a better chance of someone taking the sport up. Hopefully, we’ll find a gem or two among 

the social bowlers who might become pennant players.      

 The Friday food trials during Jack Attack, although not a huge success, did show 

that people will embrace food at the club. Perhaps we can organise occasional meal 

nights  at the club using a variety of different menus until we find what works. Any 

suggestions?            

  The bar area is looking quite Christmassy at the moment, which is not surprising 

given the time of year, and thanks go to all involved in setting it all up.   

 And so, Merry Christmas and a safe, prosperous and Happy New Year to all. 

     Cheers, Neil.                                                                                                                                                                                       
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The Wrap.         

And so, we’re nearly at the end of the 2022 component of Season 2022/23. We are at the 

end of Issue 8 of SOBC News. The season so far has brought mixed results with the 

Division 3 side struggling to get a win on the board but finally breaking through in grand 

fashion last week, the Division 8 side cruising along nicely with second spot on the ladder 

seemingly sewn up, the Night Pennant team sitting atop the ladder after a fine start to 

their season and the Friday Sixers defying the odds to make the Grand Final. So, it seems 

that, apart from Div.3, the club is performing strongly on the green. So much for mixed 

results. Anyway, the number 1 team have the ability to push for a spot in the four, as 

unlikely as that sounds, but it’s possible. Our destiny is in our own hands. If we want 

success, then we need to work for it. In this regard, if anyone has concerns about their 

bowling then speak to Chappy and get his help to sort them out. It can’t hurt to find out 

where, and how, you can improve your game.        

At this point, the club seems to be moving along quite well with a few changes here and 

there. More people are visiting the club and using the facilities, a lot of young people too. 

This is the sort of thing we need, people of all ages becoming regular visitors and, 

hopefully, members of the club and taking an interest in making the club stronger.  

At the moment we would like our current members to get more involved. We have a 

good group of people who are willing to put up their hands to help out wherever they can 

but, we could use more. If you have the time, and you have some skills or interests, 

outside of bowls, that might prove useful at times then, please, come and join the fun. 

That’s it. I wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. Be happy, be safe 

and be kind to each other.                  

  Cheers, Neil.          

                                                                                 

Sponsors.  
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    Thanks to our Sponsors  
 The club is always on the lookout for sponsors so, if anyone has family or 

friends who have a business, or knows of a business that is keen to get some 

advertising through sponsorship of a sporting club, then tell them about South 

Oakleigh Bowling Club and that we’re happy to have a chat.    

 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------                                                                                        

  

 
                              

   Fees are due, please pay them as soon as possible.                              

                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                          
     

     


