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South Oakleigh Bowling Club 
Address:1216 North Rd, Oakleigh South VIC 3167 

Phone: (03) 9570 3924 

www.sobc.org.au     Editor: Neil Smith, sobcbar@gmail.com. 

                                     
        

 Hello, here’s issue number three. I know 
you’ve all been dying to know the latest 
developments from within the club, and some from 
outside the club, so here’s what’s happened since 
we last chatted. I do hope you find it interesting.         

A Message From The Chair.                       

Only 5-6 weeks away from Pennant starting (15/10) 
and there is a lot of activity going on to have a 
successful season on and off the green. 
The new synthetic green looks great and appears to 
be rolling well.  Special thanks to Jim Keena and 
Ronnie Bywaters for a heap of work to get the rink 
up with the new numbers, rink markers and lines, 
and, also, to Jim again along with Dave Meyer, Greg 
Ward and Brian Eden for their work with Berrys and 
Henselite to get the green in place and for the 
additional equipment. 
Hope to see everyone at the club in the next few 
weeks. 
It is a happier place when Geelong are winning. 
GT. 
  

               
    

     
Upcoming Events              
September13: Grand 
Opening Day.         
September 27: Rotary 
Mental Health Forum.   
Saturdays: Social Bowls   
every week until the season 
starts.                          
October 15. Pennant 
season starts.         
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THE GREENS REPORT.          

 At the time of writing  the grass green was just about ready for use so it 
should be ok to start playing on by the time you read this.                                                         

                                                                                                                      
Update on New Synthetic Green.                                                                                                                                                                               
As you are all probably aware, the new synthetic green is ready, and all 
players are urged to get down to the club and have a roll on it. Berry, the 
company who made it and laid it, have urged us to use it as much as possible. 
So, get down to the club, dust off your bowls and get out and practice. Just 
one thing, when you do could you make sure you have a look at the 
“Directions of Play” notice on the outside notice board near the mat cupboard 
at the synthetic green end. Thank you.       
                                                     

Greens/Barefoot bowls – access. 

With our new green, we need to look after it, we did become a bit slack with 
the old one. On both greens members must follow the directions of play (we 
need to bowl east-west on both greens on a regular basis). Access to the green 
is largely limited to bowling members, social members are not permitted to 
bowl. If social members wish to bowl, they need to pay $5 and be 
accompanied by a bowling member.   
There are exceptions to this rule such as when social members or perspective 
members are wanting to try bowls, as long as they are accompanied by a 
bowling member, we encourage this activity. This should largely be a one-to-
one type thing and if they are really interested, we can book them in with a 
session with one of our coaching group.   
Barefoot bowls in groups must be booked in within the booking process and 
be supervised by a nominated member (the plan is we will pay our volunteers 
to supervise groups - just need to do basic coaching course online).  We cannot 
have anyone drinking on the green and we need to always ensure correct 
footwear is worn. 
We cannot just allow individuals or groups on the green unsupervised, all 
members must try and enforce this. It’s our green, our responsibility,   
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Around The Club.                         
Gala Opening Day.                                      

The new green will be officially opened by our local MPs at 11am on 17 
September. 
Invitations have been given to Clayton, Oakleigh and we are hoping Chadstone 
will have some representation and there will be a mini tournament of 3, 7 end 
games over the day for 3, 4 person rinks.  We hope to give as many SOBC 
bowlers a chance to play across the day so players may rotate through the 
teams during the day.  The first game will start at 11.30am. 
The grass green will be open and there will be games organised for all bowlers 
not playing in the mini tournament.  For this day only we are allowing social 
members access to the green without additional cost. 
We would like as many SOBC members as possible to be there on the day, it is 
a day of celebration. 
A fully catered lunch is being organised (spit roast, vegetarians will be catered 
for) - it is $20 a head (this is being subsidised by the club) - we need to know 
firstly if you are available to bowl on the day and secondly if you want to book 
into lunch by 15 September. You are most welcome to book in family 
members in for the lunch.  If you do not advise Greg Telley by 8/9 (or put your 
name on the list in the clubrooms) that you want to book into lunch, you 
simply will not be able to participate in the lunch. Greg can be contacted via 
phone, 0447 018 350 or on email, thetelleys@hotmail.com to book your 
place. To bowl on the day, please either put your name on the list in the 
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clubrooms or let Don Boyd know. An email has gone out about this so please 
reply yes or no to it asap.        
 

New Committee Structure.                                                                                                                                       
To assist the Board in the running of the club, 5 committees have been 
established with supporting sub committees. 
The 5 committees are: 
Bowls - The chair of this is Don Boyd, this group will also oversee the 
maintenance of the greens and associated equipment e.g., scoreboards (Jim 
Keena and Ronnie Bywaters will be in charge of this ably supported by Ken 
Brentwood and Peter Chapman), oversee the selection committee (selectors 
for this year are Don Boyd, Neil Nicholas and Ron Bywaters - we all know that 
this is a tough, tough job and I ask that all members support these 3 as much 
as possible), organise club competitions, autumn leaves, oversee barefoot and 
social bowls, put in place coaching programs (Chappy, Dave Meyer and Eric 
Katz), be the conduit to BowlsVic (Greg Telley and Brian Eden), ensure bowling 
rules are adhered to (Dave Meyer, Scott Taylor, Chappy) and manage our 
junior schools development Don Boyd, Ken Brentwood and Greg Telley) 
Functions and Events - Joint chairs, Josie Broad and Deb Mester with a lot of 
help from Chris McGrath, Chris Donohue and Greg Ward), to set up social 
activities (music afternoons, trivia nights, superbowl etc) oversee the bar 
management team (Neil Smith is Bar Manager, Caes King and Josie Broad will 
assist), manage our Events Manager (Deb Mester, Chappy and Chris Donohue 
to assist her) and co-ordinate our event promotions and communications 
(Scott Taylor). Organise staff for functions for bar and green. Note Deb will 
organise bar staff for functions and events and Neil will manage a bar roster 
outside of this (although it is planned Deb will work on Friday nights and 
Saturday afternoons as we move towards the pennant season)  
Greg Ward and Greg Telley are working on a working on establishing a 
simplified booking arrangement for the hall and green with an associated form 
to ensure all costs are clearly stated and expectations from both sides easily 
defined. 
Building and Maintenance - Chair is Peter Chapman, hopefully he will be 
assisted by Peter Denys, George Buchanan, Brian Eden, Ronnie Bywaters and a 
host of others.  Will look at all our internal building needs as well as our 
external surrounds e.g., garden, paths, need for shade, BBQ area 
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People and Community - Chairs are Greg Telley and Brian Eden - with help 
from Felicity Smith - this group will be the main source of liaison with Council 
and Govt officers, will look at establishing welfare checks, liaise with 
community organisations, manage volunteers (Don Boyd), oversee 
sponsorships (Shane McLaughlin, Greg Telley), We are still looking for 
someone to assist Scott and Dave Meyer in managing our web site. Oversee 
newsletters (Greg Telley and Neil Smith). 
Finance and Governance - Chair is Scott Taylor and he will be assisted by Greg 
Ward and Felicity Smith.  This group will review our expenditure and focus on 
increasing income streams.  Will oversee function and events costs (Caes and 
Scott), establish financial reports, prepare budgets and conduct internal audits 
and stocktakes, ensure required compliance and manage govt programs eg 
grants (Brian Eden, Greg Ward and Felicity Smith) 
We welcome all members to assist with the running of the club and if you 
think you can help, please approach any of the people on the Board or on the 
committees.  But also, do not be surprised if you get a tap on the shoulder to 
see if you can give us some time at certain times. 
 
 

Saturday Spring Bowls.                                                                     
Every Saturday there’ll be social bowls happening at SOBC now that the new 
green is available so, if you’d like to have a roll then pop down on Saturdays 
around 12-12.30 and there’ll probably be something happening.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
The Punters Club.                                                

The Punters Club will be up and about in 4 weeks so, if you’d like to get 
involved then see Scott Taylor or put your name down on the list in the bar. 
  

The Members Draw.                          
The member’s draw has jackpotted to $375(at the time of writing), a handy 
little sum, so if you’re a paid up member and wouldn’t mind pocketing that 
then head to the bar on Friday night before 7pm and your number might just 
be the one to get drawn. If you’re not paid up yet, then get your bum into gear 
and get your fees to Scott as soon as possible. Remember, if you’re not paid 
up, you can’t win it.                                                                                                                                      
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Mental Health Forum 27 September 2022.                                                                                                                                                                 
The Rotary Club of Oakleigh, Clayton and Huntingdale have organised a 
breakfast forum on mental health at our clubrooms on 27 
September.  Breakfast will be free.  Details are on our web site and there are 
flyers throughout the bar area.  All members are welcome to attend.  It is such 
an important issue in our community that we are hoping this forum will 
increase awareness and allow us to talk about mental health issues without 
fear.  We want to be there for each other, information in this session can only 
help in that regard. 

                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                                                   

Presentation Day.                                                                                                                    

Last Saturday we had our presentation day and, despite some dire predictions 
from the weather forecasters, we enjoyed a mostly sunny, if a little cold, 
afternoon which included some lovely food courtesy of Chappy, Deb, Chris.D. 
and Greg.W. There was social bowls enjoyed by some including our friends 
and night pennant teammates from Dandenong RSL, a couple of our friends 
from OC Connections and a couple of new faces who were made most 
welcome.                                                
Once again, there were few awards due to not being able to get all our 
competitions up and running for one reason or another, mostly the pandemic. 
Anyway, the successful Night Pennant team were presented with their team 
photos and Dave Meyer along with Steve Massuger were presented with 
medallions for their part in the success. Dave was also honoured with Best 
Club person for his years of service as a board member and chairman along 
with his continued hard work around the club. The only competition we 
managed to complete was the club singles which was won by Neil Smith in a 
tough match against Trevor Law and both were presented with striking 
trophies for their efforts.  All in all, it was a good day and thanks go to Deb, 
Chappy, Chris.D, Greg.T, Greg.W, Brian, Don, Scott and everyone else who 
helped out on the day. And congratulations to everybody on their awards.   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

New members.                                                                                                                                 
Over the coming weeks we hope to have a number of new members join the 
club.  Please take the time to introduce yourself and welcome them to 
SOBC.  We want to grow the club and be known as a friendly, inclusive bunch 
of people. 
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Jack Attack. 
Dates are still to be confirmed but at this stage we are looking at starting on 4 
November. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Smoking.                                                                                                                

Just a reminder that smoking is not permitted withing 5 metres of any of the 
buildings.  Smoking is certainly not permitted at any time on the balcony of 
the clubrooms or on the steps leading up to the rooms.  We hope this is 
embraced by all members.  
 

Footy Tipping.                                        
Results of this year’s footy tipping are: 
Winner - Ron Bywaters. Runner-up – Wombat. 
Thanks to everyone who participated. 

   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Chappy’s Tantalising Training Tips 

Rule No. 5: Practice, practice, practice. As you learn new things, you need to 
put them into practice. Improvement will only come with practice and once 
you’ve gotten rid of the bad habits then it’s time to practice the good habits. 
The greens are always there and available for practice so try and find some 
time and get out and have a roll. 

For coaching, you can 
contact Chappy on 
0409023177 to book a time. 
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Newsletter Competition - $20 Voucher of your choice to be 

won!  Name the Newsletter.                                                                                 
The name should be imaginative, short and reflect the essence of our 
club. Submit your entry for a new newsletter name to: 
sobcsec@gmail.com. We’ve only had one suggestion so far, for a new 
name for the newsletter, Nigel Sanderstock offered up “SobcStory” 
which isn’t bad. I must say it’s a little disappointing (not the suggestion 
the lack of interest), I had hoped we had some more creative types out 
there. Come on you lot! Get at it!       

 

 

 
        

 

 

                                                                                                         

The Bar Side.                                                                                          

The new bowls season is drawing ever closer, and excitement 

is building. And now that the weather is beginning to warm up      

the people are beginning to venture out, blinking, into the 

sunshine, and even the night time, looking for something to do. 

As luck would have it, the bar is open, and the usual suspects 

are gathering to catch up and chat (or talk rubbish) over a few 

drinks. The footy finals are on the big screen and, when there’s 

no footy, the races are on, (insert gratuitous plug for the 

Punters Club here. Get on board!).               

 The jackpot for Members Draw, as mentioned above, is 

now heading toward $400, so, if you’ve paid your fees your 

number might come up and you’ll have enough in your kick to 

shout the bar…or you could be a tight arse and do something 

worthwhile with it. Anyway, my point is, you must be there to 

win it…and be a paid- up member too.                                                                            

In coming weeks we’ll be bringing in Happy Hours, we’re still 

working on the details for these so please bear with us. We’re 
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also thinking of having some food such as, dim sims, party pies 

and sausage rolls, to begin with, and see how that works out. 

We have some specials on, at the moment: Asahi stubbies, 

Goat cans and Guinness cans for $5 each, while stocks last. I 

won’t be buying these on a regular basis anymore so grab 

them while they’re hot (or, better yet, cold). We’ve introduced, 

due to popular demand, Carlton Pure Blonde bottles, at the 

regular price, which is still better than the pubs. We also have 

the premium wines, which I’m told are particularly nice. These 

are, of course, a bit dearer than our regular wines but they’re 

worth it, from all reports.          

 The bar is nice and cozy, so come along down and have 

a refreshing and a relaxing drink with some friends.    

 See you at the club. Cheers, Neil.    

 The Wrap.                  

 Well, that’s it for another newsletter. We’ve got a lot going 

on this month and we want everyone to be a part of it all. 

Come along to the club, catch up with your friends and 

teammates, start loosening up the bowling arm and getting 

those old bones working again and get back into it. Summer’s 

not far away, fresh air, sunshine, good company. What a way 

to spend your time!                                                     

See you all, on the greens or in the bar.      

    Take care. Neil.         

           

      

                                                                                         

  Thanks to our Sponsors 
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 Fees are due, please pay them as soon as possible.   


