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South Oakleigh Bowling Club 

Address:1216 North Rd, Oakleigh South VIC 3167 

Phone: (03) 9570 3924 

www.sobc.org.au     Editor: Neil Smith, 

sobcbar@gmail.com. 

                                     
Hello, here’s issue number three. I know you’ve all 
been dying to know the latest developments from 
within the club, and some from outside the club, so 
here’s what’s happened since we last chatted. I do 
hope you find it interesting.         
        

 A BRIEF FROM THE CHIEF                      

I hope this contact finds everyone healthy and happy 
as we battle our way through winter.  Although there 
is not any competitive bowling going on at the club at 
the moment there is still a heap of work going on in 
the background to try to keep making the SOBC a 
growing, vibrant club. 
 
 These newsletters are a way of communicating with 
all members, the current Board think it essential our 
members are fully informed on all aspects of the 
club.  Your feedback and suggestions are valued, and 
we do want to hear from you. 
  
Best regards 

 
 
Dave Meyer.         sobcpresident@gmail.com 
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             THE GREENS REPORT.     

                       

The grass green is still asleep and cannot be disturbed so there 
won’t be any bowling on that until further notice. The good news is 
the synthetic has been removed in readiness for the new one. Read 
on…                                                                                       

                                                          

                  Update on New Synthetic Green 

                                                                                                                                                                                      
As notified last week work has started and despite some ordinary 
weather work has progressed well. 
We are hoping that the work will be finished by the end of July. 
Until then you will need to go in via the main car park and every 
effort should be taken to stay clear of the new green and its 
surrounds. 
  
Jim Keena has the role as Project Manager and should there be any 
issues, he will be ensuring they will be communicated to the Board 
 Plans are under way to have a members only opening on 20 August 
with a formal opening the following Saturday but this will be 
confirmed in the next few weeks. 
  

                                   Grass Green 
 
Please note this is still closed and it is not to be bowled on even 
when the synthetic green is unavailable.  We appreciate it will be 
frustrating for some of us not to be able to bowl over the next 4 or 
so weeks but it is essential we protect the grass green over the 
winter months.  We want the grass green to be first class for the 
22/23 year so need to follow the advice of Fitzy at all times. 
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                   Discussions With SOC. 

 These continue, more so with Monash Council than SOC at the 
moment as we work through issues with our lease agreement.   
  
There is still a lot of good will from both sides but we have to get all 
elements correct for this coming together to work for both parties. 

                                                                                                                                                                            
            
            

    
            

   Around The Club.           
Things are still a bit quiet at the moment ‘cos it’s still Winter and all but 
we’re still open on Friday nights, as usual, and the members draw continues. 
It’s risen to a staggering $200 this week. As always, you have to be there to 
win it so get down there on Friday nights for a couple of quiet ones and say 
g’day to everyone and maybe your number will be drawn.  
    

                              Saturday Winter Bowls.  
 
 Every Saturday there’s social bowls happening, somewhere. Except at SOBC 
there isn’t at the moment largely due to a lack of playing space, what with 
the grass green asleep and the synthetic…well…not being there anymore. 
Give it a few weeks and we’ll be back with a shiny new green to play on. In 
the meantime, the club is open and there’s horse racing on the TV and footy 
as well so feel free to pop in for a drink or two.     
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                                             The AGM.                       

 
The date for the AGM is August 5, probably about 7pm - formal 
notification will be sent shortly.  Meeting will be at the club 
There will be vacancies on the Board as Dave has to retire (club 
constitution requirement) and Neil Smith and Pete Denys are 
wanting a spell. 
  
If you are interested then please let Brian know or you can 
nominate on the night. 
Please note to vote on the night you have to be a fully paid 
financial bowling club member as at 31/7 
The current Board are in the process of establishing a number of 
sub committees to help with the running of varying elements of the 
club.  These will be discussed in more detail at the AGM but it is 
expected a number of members will be tapped on the shoulder and 
asked to be on these sub committees (but no pressure).   
 Please remember we are a club run by volunteers and it is hoped 
all members can contribute in some form to helping the club if they 
can.  If you have any suggestions on how you may be able to assist 
in this please contact Brian, Greg Telley or Scott. 
  

 

                                            Smoking.        

 
 We are aware that smoking is not allowed within 10 metres of the 
entrance to the clubrooms.  The Board will implement a couple of 
designated smoking areas in the next few weeks and all members 
will be advised.          
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                                Pennant 22/23 
  Bowls Vic have informed us that for next season there will be a 14-
round season (8 teams per section) starting 15 October.  There will 
be a break on 19/11 and the last game before Christmas is on 17/12 
and we resume on 14/1 with the last game of pennant on 11/2 
before 3 weeks of finals (the last final would be on 4 March). 
 Hopefully this helps with some holiday planning. 
 The club does need to nominate what sides it needs to enter by the 
end of this month. 
 Can we ask, as a matter of urgency, that you let Brian (or one of 
bowls subcommittee????) know whether you will be playing 
pennant in 22/23 as this will help in our planning. 
  
New bowlers are very much welcome, our hope is to increase the 
number of pennant bowlers we have every Saturday. 
 More details will be provided on the Tuesday night competition as 
we receive them. 
  The club is also looking at entering at least one side in a new 
competition called the Friday Night 6's. This goes for 6 rounds and 
starts on September 7th and ends on November 11th. 
 The competition format will be 2 rinks of triples, playing 2 x games 
of 9 ends, with a 7.00pm start time 
 Feedback on interest in playing in these new initiatives would also 
be highly valued - please let Brian know 
                     -------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Chappy’s Tantalising Training Tips 

Rule No 3: Listen to your coach                       

Seriously, though.  When you practice do so with purpose, try to 
eliminate the weakest part of your game.  
This could be weight control, always cutting the head, dumping, 
wobbling bowls, not stable on the mat etc. 
If you have trouble with any of the above, ask for a lesson. 
The club has a video camera which can be used to correct problems 
so book a session with Chappy starting as soon as we have 
somewhere to play. Hopefully next month. 
Remember everyone can improve with the right advice and a good 
practice regime.  

                                                                                                                                                    

                 
Newsletter Competition - $20 Voucher of your choice to 

be won!  Name the Newsletter.                                                                                 

The name should be imaginative, short and reflect the 

essence of our club. Submit your entry for a 

new newsletter name to: sobcsec@gmail.com 

For coaching, you can 
contact Chappy on 
0409023177 to book a 
time. 

mailto:sobcsec@gmail.com


 

7 
 

               
           THE BAR SIDE.     
  It’s business as usual at the moment. Nothing much to 
report at all. We’re still open every afternoon around 4pm through 
‘til 6pm – 7pm. There’s Saturday and Sunday Sippers going on, 
mainly because we don’t have a green to play on. Friday nights as 
usual. All in all, it’s as expected.        
  Due to a couple of things beyond my control, the 
expected rise in members prices didn’t occur on July 1st. It will be 
happening shortly and there will be a notice going up in the bar 
notifying everybody of the change.       
   Just a reminder of what the changes are: 
Cans/bottles in bar: Heavy $5.00      
                            Mid $4.50      
          Light    $4.00      
Schooners:        Heavy  $6.00      
                   Mid      $5.50      
          Light    $5.00        
Pots:          Heavy  $4.50      
                   Mid $4.00       
          Light $3.50                 
Wine :                         Glass $5.00. Bottle $ 22.00                                                        
Premium Wine:        Glass $8.00. Bottle $40.00              
We still plan to introduce Happy Hours from next month which will 
be advertised. Aas part of the change it has also been decided to 
stop the use of the beer cards as our membership cards will reward 
members for their patronage. 
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Prices for non-members will be listed in the next couple of weeks.  
Remember! Carry your membership card with you.      
If anyone is interested in becoming part of a Friday night bar roster, 
then let me know. At the moment we have five members, Dave, 
Scott, CK, Zlats and myself.  A few more would be handy. The shift 
is for no more than 4 hours, less depending on the numbers.          
An RSA is mandatory.                              
Regarding the bar, would it be possible for those who close up to 
give the bar a bit of clean before you go?  It’s not much, just rinse 
the drip trays, wash the glasses and empty the slops bucket, after a 
few days of this not being done the place begins to stink.  Also, if 
sections of the fridge need restocking, then please restock them. 
And don’t forget to turn the heater off and the alarm on.   
That’s all I have for now.  
Thank you. 
Neil.  

                                                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
            

 Telstra issues 
  

Telstra did disconnect our internet and phone as we prepare to 
swap over to the NBN.  This was done without consultation, and we 
do apologise for any inconvenience. 
  
As you are reading this it still has not been rectified, latest advice is 
it should be 'fixed' by the end of the month. 
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               THE SOCIAL SCENE.                                                                                   
            

The Irish Music Afternoon.             

Our first venture into music was a success on a number of 
levels, the small outbreak of Covid wasn’t one of them. It was 
great to see a number of non-members in attendance 
(basically outnumbered the members that were there) but as 
it is a club for members, we would hope at our next venture 
we will have more members come along. 
We will keep you informed what we are doing next re music, 
but please be assured we are committed to this activity. 

  

 Jack Attack                                           

Plans for the next Jack Attack is for it to start on 2 September.        
Spread the word and see if we can get a green full of happy 
bowlers. 
Formal notice will be sent shortly - please let family and     
friends know - it has proved to really popular in the past and 
we expect similar again. 
 

Opening Day.                                                                                                
This has been set for August 20th and will include Presentation 
Day. Once all the finer details have been organised then a 
notice will be sent out.       
               

Opening of the New Green.                               

 
The date for this has been set down as August 27th.  We’re 
hoping it will be a big day with our local MPs coming along to 
perform the official duties. Again, once the finer details have 
been settled then a notice will come out. This will be a great 
day for the club and we’d love to have all our members and 
families come along to join in the fun.     
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THE WRAP.  

                                                
As Bugs Bunny used to say, “That’s all, folks”. This is the July 
Newsletter. I hope you have been enlightened by it and are 
now up to date with what’s happening around this wonderful 
club of ours and feel you are now better informed that you 
were yesterday.  We aim to inform and entertain, and I 
remain hopeful that, one day, we will achieve those lofty 
ideals. If anyone would like to contribute something to the 
newsletter then you are more than welcome to do so. Just 
send whatever you have, be it an article, a photo or an idea to 
sobcsec1@gmail.com.        
          
 Cheers, and thanks for reading.      
 Best wishes, Neil Smith.           
 

mailto:sobcsec1@gmail.com
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                Thanks to our Sponsors  


