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                                          South Oakleigh Bowling Club 

  Address:1216 North Rd, Oakleigh South VIC 3167             

Phone: (03) 9570 3924 

www.sobc.org.au    Editor: Neil Smith, sobcbar@gmail.com.  

 

                          

SOBC Newsletter.   

 Hello and welcome to the long awaited second 
instalment of the new club newsletter.  Apologies for 
the delay, there’s been a bit going on and it’s been a 
bit of a battle finding time to put another one 
together. Anyway, we’re back and I hope this issue 
brings you up to date with what’s happening around 
the club or gives you an idea of where the club is at 
during the off season.   Remember that it might be 
the off season but the club is still open and there’s 
still bowls being played and things happening, so feel 
free to drop in and say hello.     

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               
    

     
Upcoming Events              
Sunday, June 19.         
Irish Music Afternoon.    
Sunday, June 26. 
Fantastic Plastic Rd.2     
Saturdays, Every week.       
Winter Bowls                
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                A BRIEF FROM THE CHIEF.  
                                                      To All Members 
 
On behalf of the Board, we hope all our members are well.  We do recognise that we 
have to keep improving our communication with members and over the next few months 
it is hoped that there will be regular newsletters coming out to all of you.  Your feedback 
and suggestions for improvement are always welcome - please approach any of the Board 
members with any of your thoughts on how we can make things better at the SOBC. 
 
Take care 
 
Dave Meyer.     
sobcpresident@gmail.com 

*************************************************************** 
             

                                   THE GREENS REPORT.     

                                                                                           
As you are no doubt aware, the grass green is closed for the winter and can’t be 
used. For those of you that haven’t heard, the grass green is closed for the winter 
and can’t be used. I hope that’s cleared up any confusion. The synthetic green, 
however, is still open but not for much longer as work on the new one will be 
starting soon. This Saturday may well be the last chance to have a roll on the old 
one, although the weather doesn’t look too promising. Right now, we have the 
latest news on the new synthetic. For those interested…read on.        

                                                                                                                                               

                                     Update on New Synthetic Green 

                                                                                                                                                                                  
A major change in the last month or so is that Monash Council have decided they will no 
longer be managing this contract and have asked SOBC to take this on directly.   
Subsequently there has been a lot of contractual discussions with the State Government 
and our supplier (Berry) and we are super pleased to announce construction of the new 
green should start no later than 22 June 2022.   It is anticipated it will take 2-3 weeks for 
it to be completed.  There will be some disruption during this period and although we are 

hoping the club will remain open, we ask all members to take upmost care 
during the construction work. 
 
                      ******************************************** 
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                Discussions With SOC. 
                                                                                                                                                                                 

These are ongoing but we have every reason to believe that SOC and the SOBC will be 
forming an ongoing partnership in the near future. 
There are just a few matters that need to be worked through with Monash Council before 
both clubs can put a proposal to their members. This will take a little time and we are not 
prepared to rush it as it is essential, we get 'things' right to ensure the partnership 
between the two clubs is of maximum benefit to both sets of members and potentially to 
the broader South Oakleigh community.                                                                                             

            

   
           

       Around The Club.   
 

Things are a bit quiet at the moment being Winter and all but we’re open on Friday 
nights, as usual, and the members draw continues. It’s up to the princely sum of $100 
this week. Remember, you have to be there to win it so get down there on Friday 
nights for a couple of quiet ones and say g’day to everyone and maybe your number 
will be drawn.  

                Saturday Winter Bowls. 
 
 Every Saturday there’s social bowls happening. Turn up around 12 and put your name 
down and you’ll get a game. The format and duration will depend on the numbers, and 
the weather, but it’s usually 3 bowl pairs. This will go on until the synthetic green is 
pulled up and probably restart once the new one is down and ready to go. 
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                     The AGM.   
 

We are in the process of setting a date in July or August and we will give as much 
notification as we can (and that is required).  It is a critical 12 months for the club and 
we encourage all eligible members to attend the meeting and to all consider how they 
can help the club. 
Please note only full bowling club members who are financial at the time of the meeting 
are able to attend the meeting (and of course vote) so, if possible, when the subs notice 
is sent payment as soon as possible would be ensure voting rights on the night. 

    

                                                     Smoking.        

 
We are aware that smoking is not allowed within 10 metres of the entrance to the 

clubrooms.  The Board will implement a couple of designated smoking areas in the next 
few weeks and all members will be advised.       

                                                         

Maintenance. 
 
The drainage problem with the BBQ kitchen sink has been fixed. The waste water is now 
being directed to the sewerage at the back of the club rather than into the storm water. 
Hopefully when we next get a downpour of biblical proportions there won’t be any 
flooding both in the kitchen or at the drain next to the green.                    
               

The new roof has been installed and the old asbestos riddled roof has been 
dispatched to places unknown. We hope that this will bring an end to the leaks in 
various parts of the club when the aforementioned downpours occur.  
             

          The Clubrooms.                

 
The clubrooms are back in use by some of our user groups like OC Connections during 
weekdays, Swing Patrol dance group on Tuesday nights and the car clubs once a month so 

it seems everything is getting back to pre-covid normality.     
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     Chappy’s Tantalising Training Tips 

 

Chappy will make you a better bowler!                Rule No 2:   Bring bowls.   
 
 Seriously, though. When you practice do so with purpose, try to eliminate the weakest 
part of your game.  This could be weight control, always cutting the head, dumping, 
wobbling bowls, not stable on the mat etc. 
 
If you have trouble with any of the above, ask for a lesson.  The club has a video camera 
which can be used to correct problems so book a session with Chappy starting next 
month. 
 
Remember everyone can improve.  

                                            

                                                                                                            

 

Newsletter Competition - $20 Voucher of your choice to be won!     

The name should be imaginative, short and reflect the essence of our club.   

If you have previously submitted an entry, please resubmit. (Sorry!) 

Submit your entry for a new newsletter name to: sobcsec@gmail.com  

 

 

For coaching, you can 
contact Chappy on 
0409023177 to book a time. 

mailto:sobcsec@gmail.com
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                                THE BAR SIDE.      
                         
Things have quietened down a bit since the season ended, which is not unusual.  We’re 
still having functions just not as many, also not unusual. This quiet time allows us to 
assess how the bar is going, what we’re selling, how we can improve the way the bar 
functions and try out new things. Such as, new wines. The two Greg’s, Telley and Ward, 
have introduced some premium wines to the club, two reds, a shiraz and a pinot noir and 
a white which is a sauvignon blanc.  These wines are, I’m told, quite good and, being 
premium wines are a bit more expensive than our usual varieties.  Currently they’ll set 
you back $8 for a large glass and $40 for a bottle. If you’re a wine drinker give them a go 
and give us some feedback. 
                          
An investigation by the board into our drinks prices has revealed that we haven’t had a 
price increase in a number of years, during this time CUB has raised their prices 
considerably which has made it impossible for us to carry the cost any longer and has 
forced us to increase bar prices. It’s not something we want to do but we really have no 
choice.    
 
So, as of July 1st the members prices will be: 
Cans/bottles in bar:  

Heavy - $5.00                                                               
Mid - $4.50                                     
Light - $4.00 

Schooners:   
Heavy - $6.00                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Mid - $5.50                                                    
Light - $5.00  

Pots: 
Heavy - $4.50                                                      
Mid - $4.00                                           
Light - $3.50  
 
 

  



7 
 

                                               

                           THE BAR SIDE cont…. 
 

 Wine :   
 Glass $5.00   
 As explained above, premium wines are dearer.   
 
We do plan to introduce Happy Hours from July which will be advertised. 
 
As part of the change, it has also been decided to stop the use of the beer cards as our 
membership cards will reward members for their patronage. 
 
Prices for non-members will be listed in the next couple of weeks.  Remember! Carry your 
membership card with you.  If anyone is interested in becoming part of a Friday night bar 
roster, then let me know. At the moment we have five members, Dave, Scott, CK, Zlats 
and myself. A few more would be handy. The shift is for no more than 4 hours, less 
depending on the numbers.  An RSA is mandatory.    
  
 Regarding the bar, would it be possible for those who close up to give the bar a bit of a 
clean before you go? It’s not much, just rinsing the drip trays, wash the glasses and empty 
the slops bucket, after a few days of this not being done the place begins to stink. Also, if 
sections of the fridge need restocking, then please restock them. And don’t forget to turn 
the heater off and the alarm on. 
    
That’s all I have for now.  
 
Thank you.  
 
Neil.  
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              THE SOCIAL SCENE.                                                                                   
            
                 The Trivia Night. 

                                                                              
The night was a real success. Feedback was really positive and we will look to 
do it again in the future. It was great we could help a local community group 
(Monash Oakleigh Community Support and Information Service) as well as 
make some money for the club.  Special thanks to Shane and Deb for their  
contribution in making the event so successful. 

         
               

                
               

            

              The Irish Music Afternoon.   
Don’t forget about the music day on June 19th, featuring Felix and Friends from 4.00pm 
until 6.00pm. $20 a head.  Bookings can be made at:  

www.sobc.org/collections/irish-music. Or you can pay on entry.  

http://www.sobc.org/collections/irish-music
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                         VOLUNTEERS BBQ.  

 
This Sunday starting around midday, a BBQ lunch and a few drinks to say 
thank you to everyone who has volunteered to help out over the year. 
Members and their families are most welcome.  
 

           FANTASTIC PLASTIC.    

 
 After a two-year absence Fantastic Plastic returned to North Road. A winter bowls 
competition that has been running for some 15 years or so, Fantastic Plastic involves 
four clubs, Coatesville, Hampton, Hampton RSL and ourselves. It’s run over four months 
with each club taking turns to host a round which are played on one Sunday each 
month. It’s played to pennant rules with each club fielding three rinks of 4 players in a 
round robin format where each club plays each other over three 7 end games. As in 
pennant the team gats 10 points for a win and 2 points for each winning rink. At the 
end of the mornings play, lunch is served, the results announced and the raffle drawn 
and we all disperse. The first round this year was hosted by SOBC largely due to the 
possibility of there not being a green available later in the year. This turned out to be 
quite good for us as we leapt out of the blocks winning the first with 44 points, next 
were Hampton RSL with 30 points followed by Hampton on 16 and Coatesville bringing 
up the rear with 6. The next round is at Hampton on June 26th and there’s a list  
on the end of the bar for those interested in giving it a go. It’s a good social day, if a 
little cold at times. 
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                                        THE WRAP.  

                                                              
That’s it. The June Newsletter. I hope you have enjoyed it and found it informative. The 
idea behind it is to keep everyone updated with what’s happening with the club. There 
are some big things happening and they affect all of us so we should all be made aware 
of what is going on in and around the club.                                                                              
It would be good if we could get more people to become more active in the running of 
the club. Not necessarily at board level but getting involved in committees such as: the 
bowls committee, the bar committee, the social committee, maintenance, sponsorship, 
coaching and general volunteering. The more people involved the less work for 
everyone.  
Some years ago, one of the players in the Oakleigh Amateurs Football    Club next door 
made a statement at a presentation night, I think it was. He finished his speech with the 
phrase “It’s your club, your responsibility!” In other words, it’s your club and it won’t 
survive without your help. Have a think about it. And if you think you can help the club, 
get stronger then put your hand up.  You might surprise yourself at what you can get 
done.  
 
 Until next time.  

 
      Cheers, 
 
       Neil Smith. Editor. 
                                                     
P.S. If anyone would like to contribute to this budding information powerhouse, then let    
me know at sobcsec1@gmail.com.      
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 Notices for membership renewal will be sent out shortly, the membership 
categories and fees are above. 
 
 
 

  
 Don’t forget, wherever you can, support our sponsors. They support us. 
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