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 The Intro         

                                 
                                            

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC 

  Welcome to Newsletter no.10. It’s now December and 

we’re nine weeks into Pennant season. So far, the Pennant 

seasons are going very well indeed with 2 of our 4 teams 

sitting on top of their respective ladders. The Tuesday mid-

week team is 2nd, and the Saturday Div.7 team are sitting 5th 

on their ladder after a strong win on Saturday against 3rd 

placed MCC. All in all, a pretty good showing in all our 

competitions.                        

 Function season has just about run its pre-Christmas 

course 2023, which will, no doubt, please some of the 

members. It’s been busy, this year, which is always good for 

the club. Members concerns about functions encroaching on 

their rights are understood and efforts are made to avoid that 

happening, however, sometimes it’s unavoidable. Functions 

aren’t booked to annoy members; they’re booked to benefit 

the club. Without functions, we lose revenue and without that 

revenue, prices will rise. It’s well known that, come December 

each year, there will be a lot of disruptions to normal 

operations. When it happens, it helps to be prepared.     
   

 Volume 2, Issue 

10, December 

2023.  

What’s On.        
Every Friday Night: 

Members Draw.  

Every Sunday: Rotary 

Market in Oakleigh.    

 ****** 

 ****** 
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 Chair Report.          

 I would like to extend my own and the Board's best wishes to all our members, 

their friends and family for the Christmas/New Year period.  

It has been an exceptionally busy period at the club in the lead-up to Christmas. 

Jack Attack was another very good event, we thank all the teams that competed, and we 

hope to see them and some new teams back for the next instalment in February. 

There has been many external functions and barefoot bowls activities over the last month 

which has been great for the club's exposure to the broader community as well as its 

finances. 

I appreciate that at times these functions do at times impact member's access to some of 

the facilities at the club. There is a balance to get this right, at times we may not have, 

and the Board would value member's input on how we can do this better in the future. 

Having said that, the feedback we have received from these functions have all been 

positive. Special thanks to Michele, Don, and Neil along with a lot of other members (you 

know who you are) for their efforts in making these functions work so well.  And I am not 

forgetting our bar staff and cleaners who just do a great job. 

On a different note, Felicity Smith has resigned from the Board (and the Club). I would 

like to thank Felicity for her time and efforts whilst on the Board and wish her and her 

family all the very best for the future. 

As we look forward to next year, you will see we have a lot planned in January/February, 

hopefully we will see as many members and their families as possible at the club in the 

early part of 2024 where we can all enjoy the club environment in a safe, friendly, and 

respectful manner. 

Take care all.        GT.           
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 The Bowls Report.  
 As we reach the half way of the season all teams are well positioned. Div. 4 are on 

top of their section suffering only 1 loss for the season. Div. 7 after trailing the field have 

bounced back winning their last 2 games to be fifth in their section. Tuesday Pennant 

have done well in their first year are placed second  while the Night pennant are second 

in their division. We now have a break until the 20th January when Saturday pennant 

resume while the Tuesday pennant resume on the 23rd January. 

Congratulations to our Championship Winners - in the Mens Shane McLachlan was 

victorious over a Gallant Greg Telley 25 to 22 while Susan Luxford scored a come from 

behind win over Linda Gemmell 25 to 21. The pairs and Minor draws will be out in the 

next week or 10 days. Our next Jack Attack will be held over the four Fridays in February. 

The Pizza Pairs night to be held on Friday the 12th January is filling fast - if you still wish 

to enter please let Michele know. Wishing everyone a Merry Christmas and a Safe, 

Healthy and Happy 2024. 

From the Selection Committee. 

                      Regards, Don Boyd, Chair.  

    The Greens Report.  
 The grass green continues to improve. It’s running at a good pace both North/South 

and East/West and is quite good to play on. It isn’t perfect, but it’s a lot better than it has 

been, and full marks to Greenkeeper Geoff for his work on it. As it’s quicker than the 

synthetic, it makes a nice change to have a roll on. If you have the opportunity, take 

advantage of the break in Pennant and have a practice on it. The more it’s used, the 

better it will be.             

 The synthetic continues to play well, although the sand has been coming up a bit 

more frequently of late. The sprinkler issue is ongoing and I’m sure all effort is being 

made to sort that out.            

 And remember, when practicing, please take note of the direction of play on the 

greens for whichever day you are bowling.          
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                                                     Around The Club.                                                                                        

                                                                    

Members Draw.                 

This is currently sitting at $100. It hasn’t gone off in a few weeks and $100 would be 

handy for Christmas. 7pm, or thereabouts, on Friday is when it’s drawn and, don’t forget. 

You have to be there to win it.            

         

Functions/Events 2023.          

Club Championship Singles. 
 The finals of the club championship were played last Friday night. It was a perfect 

night for it and a good crowd was in attendance. In the womens event, Linda Gemmell 

played Sue Luxford in a gruelling 33-end marathon that saw Sue come from behind and 

grab a hard fought win. Final score was 25-21. In the mens final, Shane McLachlan faced 

Greg Telley in another tight battle that saw Shane prevail after 27 thrilling ends. Final 

score was 25-23.  Congratulations to all players on making the finals but particularly to 

Sue and Shane on their well-deserved wins.           

             

 Jack Attack. 

            This was another success, despite losing a week to wet weather. Another hard 

fought competition for the Jack Attack Cup was run and won with victory going to The 

Bowling Stones with Knackerbags coming in second and Old Balls grabbing third place. 

Despite the weeks delay and the cool and overcast conditions, the final round was a lot of 

fun with some tight games fought out. Numbers were a bit down, pssibly due to the 

weather, but those that braved the conditions had a great time.    

 The next competition starts in February and notices will go out well before then. 

We hope to see everyone back on the green then for some more bowling fun and games.   
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 Sunday Pairs.            

  Round three was played on the Sunday before last and congratulations to 

Bobby Deal and Gordon Phillpotts on a great win on the day. The list is up now for those 

who wish to play in the next one on January 7.                                                      

                                                         
                                                                                          

Friday Night Lights.           

 This is a new competition. It’s a 3-bowl pairs tournament being held on January 

12th, under lights(not surprisingly, given the title: Ed). Anyone who’s interested in playing 

can enter as a team, or a single, by submitting your entry via email to Michele at 

dodsonmichele1@gmail.com.                                                                                                                                                                      

               
              

 Socially Speaking. 

  As the function season draws to a close, I think I can honestly say that it has 

been a big one. We have had a couple of huge days and nights over the course of 

December, largely thanks to Monash Health. The staff there are not only very good at 

what they do, they know how to unwind. Along with Monash health we’ve had Mazda 

Aust. and Auswim, amongst others, who have enjoyed the hospitality of the club. So far, 

there have been very few, if any, negative reviews about the club.     

 There’s been a lot of barefoot bowls, which has kept an army of volunteers busy 

and many thanks go out to all those who have helped out with those functions. There’s a 

lot of work goes into setting up the greens and then packing it all up again and, along 

with some coaching and supervising, it can make for a long day.     

 The “Unity in Community” music night was excellent. Although the crowd was 

mailto:dodsonmichele1@gmail.com
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small, they were enthusiastic. The music was terrific, the bands were tight and the food 

was great, and a good night was had by all. We have another night coming up on January 

25th. This one is called “Remembering The Legends” and features Heita Afrika. Tickets are 

available at: www.trybooking.com/CNVGA. If you’re into African rhythms and reggae 

then get along to this and have look at this band. If you want get into African rhythms and 

reggae.. then get along to this and have a look at this band. If you’ve never heard African 

rhythms and reggae, well then, have I got a night for you. By the way, you can bring your 

own nibblies. See you there. There’s a poster below with all the details.   

 On the bar side of things, we’ve introduced a zero alcohol beer, Great Northern 

Zero is now in stock. We no longer have Cascade Premium Light on tap due to Asahi, the 

owner of CUB, no longer putting it in kegs. We do still stock two light beers in James Boag 

Premium Light and Cascade Premium Light. On tap, we’ve introduced Pure Blonde. As 

always, we have plenty of soft drinks and water available, along with coffee and tea.  

 I would like to make a special mention to all our bar staff who have been fantastic 

working the functions. Kim, Emily, Ethan, Sophie, Lilli, and Lilla, have done a wonderful 

job. And an extra special mention to Michele, who managed to work a couple of days but 

then took over organising the rosters and found time to put together the Christmas 

hampers. Thank you all so much. The Christmas Hamper raffle was very well supported 

with Damian Donohue, Josie Broad and Brian Eden winning one each. Congratulations 

everybody. Thank you to Tony for organising the hams.      

             

 

http://www.trybooking.com/CNVGA
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  Krushers Notes. 

Hi all, just a quick update on the Krushers and the look ahead for the 2024 season. 

Coaching Positions for 2024.     Jimmy Francis-Senior Coach, Zac Thiessen-Reserves Coach,                                                       

Pat Torpey Senior Women's Coach, Paul Guergues Development Squad / U19s Coach,                                                        

James Chapple / Andy Powers are heavily involved in the over 35s, 3rds team TBC but 

talking with a couple of people. 

 2023 / 24 Pre season training. Pre-season training got under way on Monday the 20th of 

November with awesome numbers on the track representing all teams, over the last few 

weeks we have been averaging 83 players on the track each night from all teams. 

The numbers look brilliant and there is certainly a good vibe at the club again. 

Tonight is the last night for 2023 with good numbers expected to finish off. 

2024 per season starts Monday the 29th of January 2024. 

Practice matches in 2024. So far we have locked (16-3-2024) in Donvale and it should be 

played at Scammell reserve ( Depending on cricket and council) we are talking to other 

clubs regarding a second club . Once locked in we will let everyone know. 

2024 fixture. The 2024 fixture is out and we have an excellent start to the season with 5 

home games out of the first 7 games at Scammell Reserve .  

Rd 1 Hampton Vs Oakleigh, Rd 2 Oakleigh Vs Mazenod Rd 3 Oakleigh Vs Parkdale these 

are big games for the club ! 

200 Club. Next season our aim is to hit 100 members in the 200 club !! This year we went 

from 37 to 69 so 100 members is not far away . 

I am appealing to past players and supporters of all clubs affiliated with the Krushers. 

Players and supporters from Oakleigh YCW, Oakleigh Sacred Heart , Emmanuel and 

Oakleigh Amateur please dig deep and join our 200 club which makes the club 

competitive but also survives in these ever going tough financial times.     

We would like to wish everyone a safe and Merry Xmas and look out for the Krushers in 

2024 !!! 

Thanks, OAFC Committee.             GO KRUSHERS!!!                      
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 Photo Gallery.          

  Jack Attack                                      

  
                                

                 
                                                    

     

                                
Club Championship.                                                     
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 New Members.                        
We have another new member, this time a player, who has joined up recently and we’re 
all very happy to have him on board. So, welcome to James Gardner and his family. James 
has taken up Pennant after catching the bowling bug at Jack Attack. It’s good to see 
someone graduating from the Jack Attack Academy.. At last.  

                                                                                                                                                                            
                                     
                                                                                                 

The Wrap.                                           

 And here we are. At the end of another newsletter. This is, obviously, the last 
one for the year and I hope you enjoyed it. On and off the green, the club is going 
quite well. Success on the greens has brought a buzz to the club and having the club 
busy with barefoot bowlers and others, enjoying themselves has brightened it up.  
Here’s hoping the brightness and the buzz continue well into the new year. 
 With that, I’d like to wish all our members, friends, neighbours, along with 
their families, a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. Share the love and 
the joy and stay safe.         
 Good luck, good bowling, and best wishes.       
   See you all around the club.       
       Cheers, Neil.   
 P.S. Here’s another quote you all might like: “In the old days, it was not 
called the Holiday Season; the Christians called it "Christmas" and went to church; 
the Jews called it "Hanukka" and went to synagogue; the atheists went to parties 
and drank. People passing each other on the street would say "Merry Christmas!" 
or "Happy Hanukka!" or (to the atheists) "Look out for the wall!".” Dave Barry.                                            

https://www.azquotes.com/quote/397215
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/397215
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/397215
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/397215
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/397215
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Partners.           

 SOBC would like to welcome Ray White Oakleigh, Bendigo Bank, Just Cuts for 
Men Oakleigh, and Oakleigh Nail Spa, as our new partners for 2023/24.   

                                                                                                                                                      

The Oakleigh-Clayton-Huntingdale (OCH) Rotary Club is one of the main sponsors of 
the SOBC. 

Rotary does a lot of fantastic work internationally, but the OCH Rotary Club is also very 

active in supporting the local community.  It provides financial support for several local 

sporting, school, and community groups.  It really is a club that gives back to the 

community. 

One of its main fund raisers is the Oakleigh Market, held every Sunday in the Hanover St. 

carpark from 8am to around 1pm.  It is a great place to get a bargain, some terrific fresh 

food, inexpensive flowers, and there is always the chance to find some hidden treasure. 

It is free entry for shoppers (if you want to buy a stall, it is only $30 for the day) and all 

SOBC members are encouraged to go and have a look, it is an easy way to support a key 

sponsor of the club and it can be a bit of fun as well.                                                                                                                                                                                            
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           Thanks to our Partners                 

We are hopeful of attracting additional sponsors in the next few months. If any members 

can suggest businesses that may be able to provide sponsorship for the club, could they 

please contact Greg Telley on 0447 018 350 to pass on relevant details. 
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 unior Membership
 Playing 

$ 0 A  UALL 

Social Membership
  on Playing 

$ 0 A  UALL 

Social Bowling
Membership

$100 A  UALL 

 ull
Membership

$1 0 A  UALL 

                           

                    


