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The Intro.                 

       

          Hello again and welcome to Issue 2 for 2023. The year 

has not started all that well for us on the green with the Div.3 

team failing to avoid relegation despite a strong finish to the 

season, and the Div.8 team, after a tough season, locked in 

second spot and a place in the finals only to go out in straight 

losses. A sad way to finish off the year but it was a great effort 

to get there.         

 Off the green, we’re humming along nicely with Friday 

nights becoming more popular with the locals and friends. 

Functions are picking up again and Jack Attack has launched 

bringing even more people in. The place is getting busy, which 

is just what we want. 

 Given the amount of people now using the club, it 

would be nice if we could make it more comfortable for them 

by showing a bit of decorum and toned down the behaviour a 

little bit, particularly the language. People come here to relax 

and enjoy themselves: nobody needs to hear loud swearing 

when they walk into the club. All of us need to be respectful. 

It doesn’t take much to show a little respect.   

 Autumn Leaves is filling up fast so, if you wish to put a 

team in, see Scott. I believe there are a few spots left.  

 Keep reading, there’s some good stuff in here.    

                    
         

Upcoming Events.    
February 17th – 

March 10th: Jack 

Attack.          

March 5th: Family 

Day, Adventure 

Before Dementia.          
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A Note From The Chair.      

 Hope this newsletter finds all members in good health and being able to enjoy a 

fine spell of Melbourne weather. 

 Our Saturday pennant season has now finished and although the season itself had 

its disappointments I am firmly of the view that it was a season that has laid the 

foundations for a bigger, stronger, more successful bowls section in the upcoming 

years.  And not to forget our Tuesday night side is finals bound and looking good. 

 The broader SOBC is continuing to grow and improve.  Bowls wise our numbers 

have grown and there appears to be some significant interest in people from other clubs 

looking to join us next year. 

 The club has also become an important part of the local community and our 

revitalized relationship with the Oakleigh Amateur Football Club will only assist SOBC in 

its goal of becoming a preeminent community bowls club in the southeast of Melbourne. 

 We have a lot on in the next few months (see following for some of the events), 

hopefully there are some things which will appeal to all members.  We are always looking 

for new ideas to promote the club, function ideas etc, please let me know if you have any 

suggestions on this. 

 The surrounds of the club are looking great (thanks to all involved), the updated 

women's toilets likewise.  We will continue to try and improve on our clubhouse facilities 

in the coming years. 

I hope to be able to able to provide an update on our discussions with Council re a long-

term lease in the next few weeks.  Once we have this we can then move forward with our 

'coming together' with SOC. 

Take care, 

GT. 
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 The Bowls Report.  
 Another Pennant bowling season has come to an end, unfortunately not with the 

results we wanted. Div.3, despite coming home with plenty of wind in their sails, did not 

manage to avoid relegation. Div.8 made the finals only to go out in 2 straight losses. 

Congratulations on a good year, better luck next season. We’ll be back, bigger and better. 

One night of Jack Attack has been very successfully held with a total of 10 teams 

competing. A lot of old faces and a few new ones. It gets bigger and better each time both 

with bowlers and spectators on the decking.  

Autumn Leaves will be held on 1st April. There is plenty of interest from clubs near and 

far with close to the maximum with 28 teams already registered. We’re looking for 32 

teams so if you want to put a team in then let Scott know as soon as possible.  

Social Bowls will commence on 11th March. Single entry draw, 12.30pm turn up with the 

draw to be made at 12.45 for 1pm start.  

  Don Boyd.                        
                                                                                                                 

                         

The Greens Report.                 

   Both greens are looking and running quite well, at this time. We’ve had a couple of 

issues with the sprinkler system which has caused a headache but the problem on the 

synthetic was fixed and it now appears to have moved over to the grass green. I believe 

the specialists have been recalled to have a look at that one. That should please Fitzy who 

has had to hand water the section of the green affected by the recalcitrant sprinkler 

head. In Jims absence, Brian has been looking after the synthetic green, giving it a regular 

sweep and cleaning the ditches, and thanks for doing that, Brian.    

 Directions of Play are still in force and we ask all users to help out by following 

those directions, please. The notice for that is on the notice board next to the mat locker 

on the west green.   

              

                                        

      

             

                                                   

                                                 
                  



4  

  

                                         

                

 Around The Club.         

 Bar Staffing and Serving. 

Our liquor license is a key part of what allows us to operate as a club and we need to 

follow all the required rules. 

We generally do this very well, so much so that we are a gold-rated club by the Liquor 

Commission. 

But we do need to remain vigilant. 

Please note the following essential elements. 

The staff working in the bar have been rostered on, all have RSAs. 

Other than Board members who have RSAs, or the following members are permitted to 

be working behind the bar - no exceptions - members cannot and must not go behind the 

bar and get their own drinks. 

Members permitted behind the bar are; Neil Smith, Michele Dodson, Jim Keena, Chris 

McGrath, Ron Bywaters, Dave Meyer, Caes King and Con.  

If any of these seven, or myself or Scott are not in the clubrooms (being on the green does 

not count) the bar must be closed unless we have a paid casual staff working. Others who 

have a current RSA may also be called upon to help out. 

            Private Functions and members access to the bar area. 

When a private function is booked at the club the hirer will be advised of the following: 

Monday to Thursday: Access for members to the bar will be by negotiation - would be 

unusual for members not to be able to access bar area in this period. 

Friday nights: Any private function booked will be advised that facilities will be shared 

with members unless Board makes an executive decision to give private gathering sole 
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access. If this occurs members will be advised in writing and given at least 4 weeks 

advance notice. 

Saturdays: All bookings will be told that will have shared access with members to 

6.30pm.  Members, please note that, unless you are working it is expected you will leave 

the premises by 6.30pm. 

 Sundays: If a private function is booked the group will have exclusive access to the 

clubrooms/bar area.  Members can still access the green and associated bowls facilities. 

Board members are happy to explain the reasons for these rules - please talk to us if you 

have any concerns. 

As was mentioned in the opening comments; please try to tone down the language 

around the club, particularly when we have guests on the premises, notably children and 

ladies. Thank you.   

An update on Jim Keena. He has been discharged from hospital and is doing rehab as an 

outpatient. He’s not yet up to having visitors or speaking on the phone but will be when 

he’s feeling better.     

                            

Chappies Coaching Tips.         

 Hi all, I hope everyone has been practicing their drills. If not, why not? Now that 

the season is over, there are precious few excuses for not dropping in and having a 

practice, if things are a bit quiet and you’re looking for something to do, then come down 

and have a practice. Next season we might go a bit further.     

  Not everybody is blessed with natural talent, there are some people who might tell 

you otherwise, but they talk rubbish (or they’re drunk) and it’s mostly about themselves. 

To become a competent player you need to learn the basics and practice them. Practice. 

It’s what makes ordinary players good and good players great. Learn something and 

practice it. It’s easy enough to do. If you’re serious about playing Pennant bowls and 

being good at it, then practice. Talk to the coach, work on your weaknesses, and sharpen 

your strengths.   If you have a few minutes to spare, I recommend you watch a series of 
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coaching videos on YouTube called “The Delivery Doctor: Bowls Delivery Sequence 01 The 

Grip 02 The Pre stance 03 The Stance 04 The Back Swing etc”.       

         Cheers, Chappy. 

              

              

          

 Functions/Events 2023. 

SuperBowl - 13/2/23. 

Was a really successful day, numbers are growing each year and everyone who was there 

seemed to enjoy it. 

Special thanks to Adriana for her work in the kitchen. 

Already looking forward to next year. 

Jack Attack. 

Has started, 2 weeks to go. 

The first Friday was very busy, 10 teams, everyone had fun and this last Friday night was 

even bigger and more fun. 

We’re thinking the next two weeks will be even bigger. 

It is a great night for members to enjoy the activity at the club and also an excellent 

opportunity to introduce friends and family to both the club and lawn bowls. 

Family Day - 5 March 2023. 

This is looking like a big day for the club, have 77 people already booked in. 

The dance on the green starts at 10am with an organised Zumba Class,  

this will go for an hour and then we have free bare foot bowls after. 

There will also be a free BBQ. 

And then in the afternoon, we have…. 

Adventure Before Dementia. 

This is a stage play, has great reviews and is really all about having fun as we grow older 

(please note in no way it is making fun of people with dementia) 

Cost is $30 (if you went to a theatre the cost could be double this) and you can bring your 

own food and nibbles. 

Starts at 2pm. 
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Tickets are available now on-line - please use the link below and book, we are really 

interested if members are wanting live events at the club. 

https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/972527 

Autumn Leaves. 

Our gala day is set for 1/4 

Places are filling fast, in fact so fast that we only space for another 2-3 sides 

Presentation evening. 

We plan to hold this on a Friday night in April, just need to see when night pennant will 

cease to lock in a date.  This will be an evening to celebrate the year that was and 

applaud both individual and team success. 

Trivia Night. 

Has been set for 26 May - lock in the date, details to follow.  Last year's event was a 

fantastic night and we are looking to do better this year  

 

                    

Socially Speaking. 

 Well, the season is over and done and you’d be excused for thinking that the place 
might quieten down a little. Not so. If anything, we’re busier than ever, what with Jack 
Attack, SuperBowl, and private functions. The greens have been awash with players. It’s 
great to see. And there’s more to come in the next few weeks.    
 Mannix College dropped by again and had a bowl, I have never seen so many 
people on a green in all my years at this club. 200 people! It was bloody marvellous! They 
all dressed in white and had a wonderful time. Mannix College are becoming regular 
visitors to the club, a lot of the faces change, but they’re always respectful and fun-loving 
and it’s always a pleasure to have them back.       
 A big thank you here to Michele for all her work in the bar on Friday nights and 
Saturday afternoons through January and February. She has slotted seamlessly into the 
job and has now taken on functions and organising the bar roster. It’s a fair load so, if she 
asks for some help with the bar work, please do what you can to help.   
 Don’t forget the Family Day and “Adventure Before Dementia” on March 5th, the 
more, the merrier.            
              
              
 SOBC is sponsoring the Oakleigh Amateur Football Club in 2023 

Please note the following re upcoming practice games 

https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/972527
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First Practice match against Donvale on the 25th March 

Ground to be confirmed but format will be the same as below 

Murrumbeena 1st April practice match at Scammell. 

• Women starting at 9.00am, 
• U19’s at 11.00am, 
• Reserves at 1.00pm 
• Seniors at 3.00pm            
• All games are fixed 20 minutes quarters. 
• Bar and Canteen open (possible BBQ/Spit?) 
• Merchandise and various club membership and sponsorship available 

  ---------------------------------------------------------------  

              

 Latest Photo Gallery. Some of the crowd at SuperBowl and some of the action 

from round 1 of Jack Attack. Also, there are a few shots from the Mannix College day. 
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The Wrap.            

 And so, the season is done. Not one of our better seasons, although the Div.8 team 
did make the finals and, given the shortage of players each week, that is a great effort. 
Sadly, the finals campaign didn’t go the way we wanted and by Sunday afternoon the 
season was finished. Still, a great effort.         
 The Div.3 team came home strongly but couldn’t do enough to stave off relegation. 
It was a disappointing season; we were so close to winning so many times and just failed. 
The games we did win, we won well but we couldn’t get a streak going until it was too 
late. Such is life. Next season we’ll bounce back.       
 A word about Autumn Leaves; this is our major tournament and we need to 
present the club in its best light, so we’ll need members to put their hands up to make 
the place presentable and to ensure our guests on the day are looked after and have a 
great time. We want the club to get a reputation as not only having a great tournament, 
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but being a great place to come to. So, over the next few weeks, the gardening group and 
the maintenance group will probably giving the buildings and surrounds a bit of a spruce 
up before the big day, and there’ll be jobs to do on the day so, if you’re not actually 
playing in it, can you help out with the organisation of it? Keep your eye on your emails 
and the notice boards for more information.       
 Okay, just because the season is over does not mean the club is closed so don’t be a 
stranger. Come down, have a practice, and catch up with your clubmates.    
   Until next month, take care.  Cheers, Neil.                                                                      

         

 Sponsors.  
             

 The Oakleigh-Clayton-Huntingdale (OCH) Rotary Club is one of the main sponsors of 

the SOBC. 

Rotary does a lot of fantastic work internationally, but the OCH Rotary Club is also very 

active in supporting the local community.  It provides financial support for several local 

sporting, school and community groups.  It really is a club that gives back to the 

community. 

One of its main fund raisers is the Oakleigh Market, held every Sunday in the Hanover St. 

carpark from 8am to around 1pm.  It is a great place to get a bargain, some terrific fresh 

food, inexpensive flowers and there is always the chance to find some hidden treasure. 

It is free entry for shoppers (if you want to buy a stall, it is only $30 for the day) and all 

SOBC members are encouraged to go and have a look, it is an easy way to support a key 

sponsor of the club and it can be a bit of fun as well.                                                                                                                          

                                                                    
    

    
 

        

                   

           Thanks to our Sponsors                 
The club is always on the lookout for sponsors so, if anyone has family or friends 

who have a business or knows of a business that is keen to get some advertising 

through sponsorship of a sporting club, then tell them about South Oakleigh 

Bowling Club and that we’re happy to have a chat.                                                                                   
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   Fees are overdue, please pay them as soon as possible.                              

                                                                                                                                                             

                                                           
      

   


