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The Intro.                 

       

          Happy New Year! I hope everyone had a wonderful 

Christmas and a relaxing break. And now it’s back to business. 

There are two home and away games left for this season plus 

finals for our Div.8 team in Saturday Pennant. The big 

question for the Div.3 team is whether they can win enough 

games to avoid relegation, it was hoped that the new year 

would bring a change of luck and victories would come, sadly, 

that hasn’t been the case, although we did have a good win 

on Saturday. All we can do now is try our best.                

 Night Pennant continue to dominate and should figure 

strongly in the finals. The Friday Sixers missed out in the 

Grand Final last month and hopes were high for the new 

competition but a lack of interest from other clubs saw it 

abandoned.         

 We have a new Jack Attack competition starting in 

February so all those interested in competing start getting 

your teams together and get your entries in.   

 Bowls aside, Friday nights have become more popular 

at the club, especially with some of the locals. It’s great to see 

our friends from the neighbourhood enjoying the summer 

nights out on the deck. We’re hoping to see more of it.  

 Cheers, here’s to a good year.     
                     

Upcoming Events.    
January 14th: 

Saturday Pennant 

restarts.      

January 17th: Night 

Pennant restarts.            
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A Message From The Chair.      

 I hope everyone is well and that 2023 is a terrific year for all our members and 

those close to them. 

We have a busy period ahead with a number of club functions over the next 2 months, 

really hope that our members can support these as best they can. 

See following for more details. 

Our membership continues to grow, and we are really becoming a strong, vibrant 

club.  Friday nights at the club are getting very popular, if you haven't been down I would 

suggest you make time to visit. 

Bowls wise, our top side has struggled but is still very competitive, we are building a 

foundation for future years.  The 2nd side is on top and will play finals and our Tuesday 

night side is going very well and on track to play finals once again. 

Our discussions with Council are progressing, I am personally confident that we will have 

a long-term lease agreement in place in the near future.  This will allow SOBC to resume 

talks with SOC on future options. 

Take care, 

GT 

The Bowls Report.  
 Unfortunately, because of a lack of bowlers for both teams, we struggled in our 2nd 

game back after the break. Div.3 were up against top side Chadstone, away at 

Murrumbeena Park and, after being competitive early, we couldn’t keep up with the 

hosts and failed by our biggest losing margin for the year, 39 shots. As the saying sort of 

goes, a week is a long time in lawn bowls, this was proven by the Div.3 team on Saturday 

who bounced back to thump Armadale by 31 shots at home, 82 to 51. It wasn’t enough to 

lift them off the bottom of the ladder but it certainly put smiles on a lot of faces. The 

quest to remain in Div.3 isn’t over yet but… we can still make it hard for the sides we play 

against over the last 2 rounds.           

 Div. 8 were visited by ladder leaders Murrumbeena Park. We went into this game 

with a completely different team than when we played them in the 1st round, our side 

was a shadow of the team that day as we could only field 7 bowlers, but Chadstone came 

to our aid, providing subs for us once again. We struggled all day but managed to walk 

away with a 9-shot win that put Div. 8 on top of their ladder. Saturdays game saw the 

Div.8 boys, and one lady sub from Glen Waverley, travel to Black Rock and come home 

winners, 59 to 48. This win strengthens their hold on top spot and a home final.  
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 For the last 2 games Div.3 will be at home to Cheltenham, who sit 4th, and then away 

to Hampton, sitting 7th, while Div. 8 are against 3rd placed Black Rock, 4th placed Highett 

and Parkdale/Clayton, who are 8th, these are all away games. Good luck to both teams. 

Jack Attack has been scheduled for 4 Friday nights from 17th February to 10th March. 

Looking forward to a big turnout.  

Autumn Leaves is set for April 1st. This is our standout event for the year. Spread the word 

around so we can get the greens filled. 

 

 Don Boyd.                        
                                                                                                                 

The Greens Report.                 

  There’s not much to report as far as the greens are concerned, both surfaces are running 

quite well. The synthetic is still a bit slow but will quicken up with use, and Saturdays 

game proved that it can be an advantage to us in Pennant, as long as people use it and 

get used to it. The grass, on the other hand, is running quicker, which gives us a good 

contrast. It would be beneficial to all bowlers to practice on both surfaces and get used to 

the different characteristics of each. This would be particularly helpful if you’re playing in 

Autumn Leaves as you’ll be playing on both greens on the day.   

 Please remember, when you’re using either green, check the “Direction of Play” 

sign in the outside notice board before you start. In order to keep the greens in their best 

condition, we need to spread the wear and tear. 
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 Around The Club.         

 Bar Staffing and Serving. 

Our liquor license is a key part of what allows us to operate as a club and we need to 

follow all the required rules. 

We generally do this very well, so much so that we are a gold-rated club by the Liquor 

Commission. 

But we do need to remain vigilant. 

Please note the following essential elements. 

The staff working in the bar have been rostered on, all have RSAs. 

Other than Board members who have RSAs, or the following members are permitted to 

be working behind the bar - no exceptions - members cannot and must not go behind the 

bar and get their own drinks. 

Members permitted behind the bar are:  Neil Smith, Jim Keena, Chris McGrath, Ron 

Bywaters, Dave Meyer, Michele and Con. 

If any of these six, or myself or Scott are not in the clubrooms (being on the green does 

not count) the bar must be closed unless we have a paid casual staff working. 

            Private Functions and members access to the bar area. 

When a private function is booked at the club the hirer will be advised of the following: 

Monday to Thursday: Access for members to the bar will be by negotiation - would be 

unusual for members not to be able to access bar area in this period. 

Friday nights: Any private function booked will be advised that facilities will be shared 

with members unless Board makes an executive decision to give private gathering sole 

access. If this occurs members will be advised in writing and given at least 4 weeks 

advance notice. 

Saturdays: All bookings will be told that will have shared access with members to 

6.30pm.  Members, please note that, unless you are working it is expected you will leave 

the premises by 6.30pm. 

 Sundays: If a private function is booked the group will have exclusive access to the 

clubrooms/bar area.  Members can still access the green and associated bowls facilities. 

Board members are happy to explain the reasons for these rules - please talk to us if you 

have any concerns. 
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Coaches Report            

 Hi all, I hope everyone has been practicing their drills. If not, why not? Not 

everybody is blessed with natural talent, there are some people who might tell you 

otherwise, but they talk rubbish and it’s mostly about themselves. To become a 

competent player you need to learn the basics and practice them. Practice. It’s what 

makes ordinary players good and good players great. Learn something and practice it. It’s 

easy enough to do. If you’re serious about playing Pennant bowls and being good at it, 

then practice. Talk to the coach, work on your weaknesses, and sharpen your strengths. 

  If you have a few minutes to spare, I recommend you watch a series of coaching 

videos on YouTube called “The Delivery Doctor: Bowls Delivery Sequence 01 The Grip 02 

The Pre stance 03 The Stance 04 The Back Swing etc”.        

        Cheers, Chappy. 

Functions/Events 2023. 

SuperBowl  

This is on 13/2 and promises to be a memorable day. After a fantastic season of NFL, the 

expectation is for a clinker of a game. 

The rooms will be open from 8am.  Only $25 for members. There will be ample food 

(chicken wings, hot dogs, pulled pork rolls will be on the menu), door prizes and we will 

have Budweiser at a special price to make it feel like we are at the game.    

An experience that needs to be had! 

Jack Attack 

It’s back and starts on 17/2 and goes for four weeks. 
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This is our second round of Jack Attack for this season and all indications are that it will 

be a busy and fun four weeks. 

Ask your friends and family to come down, have a bowl and enjoy the ambiance of a 

great social event.                                                                                                                             

The plan is to have finger food available, but people can bring their own.     

Family Day  

On the 5/3, this is a must put in the diary day – it’s important for us to showcase the club. 

It will start off with a dance on the green at 10am - an organised Zumba Class - Ronnie has 

promised to lead the way! 

This will go for an hour and then we have free bare foot bowls after. 

There will be a free BBQ as well. 

Please let your friends and family know - the more the merrier. 

And then in the afternoon 

We have: 

Adventure Before Dementia 

This is a stage play, has great reviews and is really all about having fun as we grow older. 

Cost is $30 (if you went to a theatre the cost could be double this) and you can bring your 

own food and nibbles. 

Starts at 2pm. 

Tickets are available now and we really hope members can attend and bring their friends 

and family for what should be a very good event. 

Autumn Leaves 

Our gala day is set for April 1st (no joke). Places are filling fast, so get your teams in early 

to avoid disappointment. 

For those who are not planning on playing in the tournament, we can always use some 

help in running it, that’s if you’re looking for something to do on the day.  
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Socially Speaking. 

 Off the greens we’re humming along nicely, despite a lull in functions this month. 

Friday nights, as mentioned earlier, are becoming increasingly popular, particularly with 

some of the locals. There have been some good crowds in with family groups, members of 

the footy club and some of our neighbours dropping in for a relaxing time with friends. It’s 

been heartening to see the number of ladies who are coming in, given the battle we’ve had 

in shedding the tag of a “Boys only Club”. Hopefully, the word will get around that we’re 

an inclusive club and a nice place to come to for a catch-up with friends and more will join 

us.             

 Speaking of friends, Michele is back at the club, she’s running the bar on Friday nights 

and Saturday afternoons and doing a great job, and it’s fantastic to see her back with us. 

Also, Billy’s up and about and itching to get back on the green, and it’s great to see him 

around the club as well.           

                                                            

Friday Night at the Bowling Club        
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      Just a few shots from Friday night at the club. It’s becoming the place to be.                                                                       

The Wrap.           

 Well, it’s been an interesting month, on the greens the Div.1 team came back from 
the break a bit short-handed and a bit stale and were beaten in the first 2 games, but 
they turned it around and racked up their second win of the season with a shellacking of 
Armadale on the plastic. Nice. The Div.8 continued on their way with wins against 
Murrumbeena Park and Black Rock and sit atop the ladder. A shortage of players has 
made the task a bit difficult but, with the help of some subs from Chadstone and Glen 
Waverley, they’ve managed to keep the flag flying. Also nice.     
 Congratulations to Zlats, who played his first game of pennant on Saturday and, 
from all reports, committed himself quite well. On return to the club on Saturday after a 
victory in his first game, his enthusiasm was a pleasure to see, the smile never left his 
face. I think he might be hooked on the game now.      
 Great to see Billy out and about, the knee is coming along nicely and it won’t be 
long before he’s dancing up a storm on the green. It’s also wonderful to have Michele 
back and busy behind the bar, she’s taken charge of Friday nights and Saturday 
afternoons and doing a great job.        
 Speaking of Friday nights, it’s good to see the interest in the club and the numbers 
of people who are beginning to make a regular appearance each week. It’s good to the 
number of women who are gracing the club, perhaps we can change our culture after all 
and become a more welcoming venue for all and be rid of the “Boys Club” reputation we 
created and have endured for far too long.           
 On a different note, one of our new members, Pete Reid, is the sales manager at 
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Chadstone Kia.  If you or any family member/friend are in the market for a new car, then 
it might be worth popping down to see Pete. Mention that you are from SOBC (or have 
been told by a SOBC member) and Pete will do the best deal possible deal for you, and 
this will help in our developing relationship with Chadstone Kia.     
Things are looking up around the club so far and, I believe, will continue to improve. It’s 
up to us, the members, to keep moving the club forward, to keep improving the club, the 
culture, and the reputation of South Oakleigh Bowling Club. It’s not that hard, it just takes 
a bit of belief, commitment, and respect.            
   Until next month, take care.  Cheers, Neil.                                                                      

 Sponsors.  
  The Oakleigh-Clayton-Huntingdale (OCH) Rotary Club is one of the main sponsors of 

the SOBC. 

Rotary does a lot of fantastic work internationally, but the OCH Rotary Club is also very 

active in supporting the local community.  It provides financial support for several local 

sporting, school and community groups.  It really is a club that gives back to the 

community. 

One of its main fund raisers is the Oakleigh Market, held every Sunday in the Hanover St. 

carpark from 8am to around 1pm.  It is a great place to get a bargain, some terrific fresh 

food, inexpensive flowers and there is always the chance to find some hidden treasure. 

It is free entry for shoppers (if you want to buy a stall, it is only $30 for the day) and all 

SOBC members are encouraged to go and have a look, it is an easy way to support a key 

sponsor of the club and it can be a bit of fun as well.                                                                                                                          

                                                                    
    

    
 

        

                   

           Thanks to our Sponsors                 
The club is always on the lookout for sponsors so, if anyone has family or friends 

who have a business or knows of a business that is keen to get some advertising 

through sponsorship of a sporting club, then tell them about South Oakleigh 

Bowling Club and that we’re happy to have a chat.                                                                                   
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   Fees are overdue, please pay them as soon as possible.                              

                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                       

      
   


