
 
 
 

IPSE IPSA IPSUM A LOCAL FURNISHINGS BRAND INTRODUCES AN EXCLUSIVE  

PERANAKAN MODERNE COLLECTION 

 

 

 

Singapore, 5 March 2018 – Launched in Singapore in 2016, Ipse Ipsa Ipsum is a local furniture and 

accessories brand with a growing international presence. Aimed at discerning homeowners, Ipse 

Ipsa Ipsum handcrafts beautiful furnishings at accessible price points that appeal to a burgeoning 

group of homeowners who are looking to own key pieces in their new homes. Ipse Ipsa Ipsum 

launches the Peranakan Moderne collection, which debuts at their brand experience centre on 5 

March 2018 and will be available for purchase in-store. The 10-piece collection presents a 

reinterpretation of nostalgia and incorporates fun elements of surprise to create timeless, luxurious 

pieces that pay homage to the rich Peranakan culture in Singapore. 

 

 

 



 
 
 

Taking inspiration from the Peranakan Museum’s collection, Ipse Ipsa Ipsum explores the need to 

preserve the past while still letting culture evolve, fuelling the ongoing search for one’s roots and 

identity. “There is also a need to preserve civilisation as a living culture through creativity, so as to 

maintain relevance in today’s fast-paced world,” says Saurabh Mangla, Creative Head of Ipse Ipsa 

Ipsum.  

The Peranakan Moderne consists of three design lines namely — Straits Reflection, Magnetica 

Mixgrid and Diantara. For the Peranakan Moderne collection, Saurabh worked in collaboration 

with two veteran local designers, Jeremy Sun and Nicholas Paul. Straits Reflection is designed by 

Jeremy and comprises two mirrors, a desk vanity mirror and a floor-length mirror; Magnetica Mixgrid, 

also designed by Jeremy, features the Magnetica curved wall storage, Magnetica Grid Side 

Storage, Magnetica Side Storage unit, Magnetica Grid Sideboard and the Magnetica Grid Wall 

Storage. Diantara, designed by both Saurabh and Nicholas, consists of a desk, bar and credenza. 

The products in the Peranakan Moderne collection range from SGD198 to SGD3,500. 

The desk vanity mirror from the Straits Reflection (SGD 198 – SGD 2,900/USD 146 – USD 2,133) 

collection is crafted like a four-petal flower, a shape commonly found on Peranakan tiles. It also 

features a Peranakan-inspired handcrafted bone-inlay motif on the back of the mirror, modelled 

after a unique bedspread found at the museum that embodies an amalgamation of four varying 

influences, like the Phoenix — a motif of Chinese influence, Tree of Life — a motif of Indian influence, 

Birds and Flowers — a popular Peranakan motif and the use of a Javanese-inspired blue and red 

colour palette. Additionally, the mirror comes equipped with an air quality sensor and an ambient 

temperature display, which showcases Ipse Ipsa Ipsum’s design philosophy of integrating elements 

of technology into their furnishings.  

The Magnetica Mixgrid (SGD 599 – SGD 2,498/ USD 441 – USD 1,837) collection features the 

Magnetica Grid side storage, a storage cabinet that comes with no knobs or handles on the front, 

but houses multiple drawers within that can only be opened with a customised casted magnetic 

key. This provides a unique, novel touch to a traditional storage cabinet. There is also a bone-inlay 

motif featured on the front of the cabinet that is inspired by a playfully dotted decade-old kebaya 

found at the Peranakan Museum. 

The Diantara (SGD 2,250 – SGD 3,500/USD 1,655 – USD 2,574) is inspired by the lines in-between 

Peranakan tiles. “Diantara” in the Malay language means “in-between”. The abstract designs are 

inspired by a selection of Peranakan tiles. The Diantara desk features a closed desk with unique 

cabinetry features that reveal a hidden multi-functional storage area for stationery, files and more. 



 
 
 

The desk is handcrafted with a Peranakan-styled, coloured bone inlay pattern in blue and off-white, 

boasting multiple vibrant-coloured drawers within. 

Ipse Ipsa Ipsum is a subsidiary of Sam & Sara, a furniture brand that has been established for over 

10 years. Founded by Saurabh Mangla and Ruchika Singhal, Ipse Ipsa Ipsum aims to work closely 

with local and international designers, to showcase Singapore’s unique design language on a 

global platform. In doing so, the brand provides budding designers with an avenue to display their 

skills through opportunities to work with unique materials, alongside traditional craftsmen to create 

one-of-a-kind designs.  

With a main goal to help elevate Singapore to becoming a creative design capital, Ipse Ipsa Ipsum 

has been making rounds internationally, actively promoting their brand and designs at trade shows 

and conventions in Germany, United Kingdom and China. Founded on the core philosophy of “Live 

the Ordinary Extraordinarily”, Ipse Ipsa Ipsum redefines our living spaces with their creation of 

mindfully designed, accessible and luxurious products that can accent everyday life. 

Three main tenets that are pivotal to Ipse Ipsa Ipsum’s design philosophy are Inquisitiveness, 

Imagination and Integrity. The brand harnesses Inquisitiveness, which fuels a child-like curiosity and 

exploration for ordinary objects and making them extraordinary. Imagination envisions possibilities 

beyond what is commonly expected. Lastly, Integrity ensures that the right thing is done and that 

all the products are manufactured in a responsible way.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

About Ipse Ipsa Ipsum 

Launched in Singapore in 2016, Ipse Ipsa Ipsum is a local furniture and accessories brand with a 

growing international presence. Created for homeowners looking to own key furniture pieces for 

their new home, it is also a part of a collaborative effort to work closely with local and international 

designers to help showcase their pieces to the global market. The brand is founded on the core 

philosophy of “Live the Ordinary Extraordinarily” — which aims to redefine our living spaces with 

accessible and luxurious mindful designs elevated with elements of nostalgia and surprise. Ipse Ipsa 

Ipsum means “himself, herself and itself” in Latin, and the brand empowers these three groups within 

the Ipse Ipsa Ipsum community of craftsmen, creators and consumers—by providing a platform for 

designers and craftsmen to work together and create handcrafted, unique furnishings, for 

consumers at accessible price points. All Ipse Ipsa Ipsum pieces combine a high level of 

craftsmanship with unique materials, coupled with customisation options to enliven the living space 

in myriad ways.   

For more information, please contact: 

Caroline Ann Cresswell 

Junior Account Executive 

caroline@ate.bz 

 

Amelia Yim 

Account Executive 

amelia@ate.bz 
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