
i p s e  i p s a  i p s u m :  T r a n s c e n d i n g  S p a c e  a n d  T i m e 

L a u n c h e d  i n  2 0 1 6 ,  i p s e  i p s a  i p s u m  w a s  b o r n  o u t  o f  a  d e s i re  t o  c re a t e 

handcraf ted fu r n i tu re  and accessor ies  that  are luxur ious  yet  access ib le .  

By combining unique design aesthet ics with t radit ional Indian craftsmanship, 

ipse ipsa ipsum  br ings a conf luence of beauty, funct ional i ty,  and the element 

of surpr ise into the customer’s l i festy le. 

Responding to evolving approaches to l iving, the founders of ipse ipsa ipsum aim 

to redefine space and time. ipse ipsa ipsum products are handmade in India, 

but with an eye on forward-facing aesthetics from around the globe. Leveraging 

on founder and Creative Head Saurabh Mangla’s family’s strong working history  

w i th  four  generat ions  of  c raf t smen,  ipse ipsa ipsum  combines  unr iva l led 

workmanship with a passion for design. ipse ipsa ipsum is concerned with both 

respect ing and fu r ther ing a legacy,  hav ing grown out  of  a  fami ly  bus iness 

s tar ted by the founder’ s  grandfather.  Now the company has  a l so  launched  

a scholarship for the children of craftsmen to forge their own way in the industry, 

demonstrating a commitment to the passing on of tradition at all levels. 

Yet given the at-once circular and ever-evolving 

nature of design trends, ipse ipsa ipsum’s  take on 

moder n i ty  i s  most  s t rongly  def ined by tenets  of 

authenticity and qual i ty in manufactur ing. I ts  pieces 

convey t imelessness ,  whatever  the t ide.  ipse ipsa 

ipsum  also transcends obvious polar i t ies or inf luences 

such as East or West,  instead choosing to let the qual i ty 

of the work speak for i tsel f .  In producing access ible 

handcrafted products for a new age, ipse ipsa ipsum 

empowers ordinary individuals with a sense of power 

over their  choice of products for the home. 

A  T r u e  C o l l a b o r a t i o n 

i p s e  i p s a  i p s u m  m e a n s  h i m s e l f ,  h e r s e l f  a n d  i t s e l f .  

I p s e  a n d  i p s a  re f e r  t o  t h e  c re a t o r s ,  c r a f t s m e n , 

customers and consumers,  whi le ipsum  refers to the 

col lect ive unit  that results  f rom their  col laborat ion. 

In going from being seasoned manufacturers of 

des ign to  becoming or ig inators  of  des ign wi th  

ipse ipsa ipsum ,  one guiding pr inciple has been the 

abil ity to involve the customer through customization. 

ipse ipsa ipsum’s  close working relat ionship with 

sk i l led craf t smen a l lows  i t  the f lex ib i l i ty  to  of fer 

customisat ion options that empower customers 

with a heightened sense of ownership over their  

l iv ing space. 

In br inging together art isans f rom dif ferent f ie lds, 

ipse ipsa ipsum’s  process wi l l  also be strongly guided 

by designers f rom around the world. 

B r i n g i n g  A r t i s a n s  T o g e t h e r 

ipse ipsa ipsum  hopes to usher in what i ts  founders cal l  the “new authenticity,” 

mak ing the fami l ia r  f resh ,  and the f resh fami l ia r.  I t  w i l l  c reate a perspect ive 

that  both leans  in to and d iverges  f rom what  people know about  goods 

made in India, bui lding on old world craftsmanship with col laborat ions with 

international designers.  By fus ing the best of t radit ional methods with dynamic 

design, ipse ipsa ipsum  sat is f ies cravings for nostalgia and s impler t imes whi le 

whett ing appetites for what comes next. 

Having been known in the past as qual i ty 

producers  of  handcraf ted fu r n i tu re ,  w i th 

ipse ipsa ipsum ,  the founders ’  goal  i s  to 

produce something by, and for,  designers 

and aesthetes,  and br ing i t  to the masses.  

In part icular,  they hope to engage our 

e x i s t i n g  c l i e n t  b a s e  w i t h  t h i s  n e w  l i n e , 

enhancing their  offer ings to them with ipse 

ipsa ipsum .  This  wi l l  be an update for the 

new age whi le tending closely to their  roots. 

With this  in mind, the cornerstone of ipse 

ipsa ipsum ’ s  des ign process  h inges  on 

the designer- in-res idence program. The company wi l l  feature 2–3 designers 

each year,  faci l i tat ing their  process in gather ing inspirat ion f rom our unique 

company her i tage to the manufactur ing of their  designs,  many of which are 

customized pieces on which customers may col laborate. ipse ipsa ipsum  has 

an excit ing roster of lauded international designers l ined up. For i ts  f i rst  out ing, 

the col laborat ion wi l l  s tart  close to home with Asia. 

A  B e s p o k e  A p p r o a c h  t o  D e s i g n 

One of the hal lmarks of the Nathan Yong Collection 

is the variety of options that customers have to 

personalise individual pieces. Customers may accent 

key pieces such as tables or sofas with customized 

attachments l ike lamps or mir rors.  They may also 

choose between white or grey leather hides for 

a hand-forged sofa, taking their  involvement in 

configuring their l iv ing space to a whole new level. 

The plethora of avai lable options is  made poss ible 

only through the brand’s close working relat ionship 

with generat ions of craftsmen, as t radit ional Indian 

craftsmanship forms the framework of ipse ipsa ipsum. 

 “ R e s p o n d i n g 
t o  e v o l v i n g 
a p p r o a c h e s 
t o  l i v i n g , 
t h e  f o u n d e r s 
o f  i p s e  i p s a 
i p s u m  a i m 
t o  r e d e f i n e 
s p a c e  a n d 
t i m e . ” 

 “ B y  f u s i n g  t h e  b e s t 
o f  t r a d i t i o n a l 
m e t h o d s  w i t h 
d y n a m i c  d e s i g n , 
i p s e  i p s a  i p s u m 
s a t i s f i e s  c r a v i n g s 
f o r  n o s t a l g i a  
a n d  s i m p l e r  t i m e s 
w h i l e  w h e t t i n g 
a p p e t i t e s  f o r  
w h a t  c o m e s  n e x t . ”

I n t r o d u c i n g  t h e  i p s e  i p s a  i p s u m . . .  

N a t h a n  Y o n g  C o l l e c t i o n 

Yong’s work tempers the visual memory of everyday l i fe with pared down 

restraint.  Eschewing super f lu i ty,  he captures the poetry of products through 

r igorous research and engineer ing in his  effort  to 

emphasize f reshness and functional i ty.  Through his 

designs,  Yong hopes to evoke wonder el ic ited by 

the stor ies told by the mater ials  and mechanisms 

play. He says,  “Most of my projects start  with an 

operat ion of st r ipping, due to the need to make 

t h e  f u n c t i o n ,  t h e  m a t e r i a l ,  t h e  m e t h o d  a n d  

the result  as comprehensible as poss ible,  retaining 

i ts  authenticity.” In his  works of “s i lent engineer ing,” 

Yo n g  p re m i s e s  t h a t  w h i c h  “ a l l o w s  t h e  f o r m  t o 

express i tsel f ,  based on technical considerat ions, 

not just  as a graphic scheme.”

With complementary visions which rope in materiality 

to conjure wonder, Yong and ipse ipsa ipsum  are the 

per fect partners for this f i rst co-creation. 

Yong remarks,  “ I  am del ighted for the opportunity to work closely with ipse ipsa 

ipsum  on this  new col lect ion of furniture and accessor ies.  They have a long 

l ineage of t radit ional craftsmanship behind them and their  craftsmen’s abi l i ty 

to forge metal and marble underscores the wonderment that I  hope to evoke 

through the Col lect ion.” 

 “ W i t h 
c o m p l e m e n t a r y 
v i s i o n s  w h i c h 
r o p e  i n 
m a t e r i a l i t y 
t o  c o n j u r e 
w o n d e r ,  Y o n g 
a n d  i p s e  i p s a 
i p s u m  a r e 
t h e  p e r f e c t 
p a r t n e r s  f o r 
t h i s  f i r s t  
c o - c r e a t i o n . ”

N a t h a n  Y o n g :  P i o n e e r i n g  D e s i g n e r 

ipse ipsa ipsum’s  f i rst  featured designer,  Nathan Yong, hai ls  f rom Singapore, 

where he trained in industr ial  design. He subsequently received a Masters of 

Design from the Univers i ty of New South Wales.  Current ly based in S ingapore, 

Yong runs  a mul t id i sc ip l inary  des ign consu l tancy pract ice.  H i s  work  spans 

i n d u s t r i a l  d e s i g n ,  g r a p h i c s ,  i n t e r i o r  d e s i g n ,  a rc h i t e c t u r a l  d e s i g n ,  s t r a t e g i c 

planning in product development and manufactur ing processes,  and branding. 

In past roles as a buyer and product developer,  as wel l  as through running 

Air  Div is ion, his  retai l  space sel l ing his  own creations,  Yong’s quests for qual i ty 

manufacturers and craftsmen of furniture and home accessor ies have taken 

him to India, Vietnam, Thai land and Indonesia, where he was exposed to  

a wide array of production techniques and craft . 

Among the accolades Yong has received are: the Red Dot Concept Design 

Award (2006, 2007),  S ingapore Pres ident’s Design Award (2008);  Designer of  

the Year  (2008) ,  the h ighest  honor  accorded to des igners  across  creat ive 

discipl ines in S ingapore; and Interni  Magazine’s most promis ing young 

international designer (2011).  He also served on the jury of the Pres ident’s 

Design Award in 2011 and 2012. Yong’s work has been exhibited in S ingapore, 

S h i z u o k a ,  M i l a n ,  L o n d o n ,  K o l n  a n d  Ta i p e i ,  a n d  f e a t u re d  i n  p u b l i c a t i o n s  

such as Wallpaper ,  Monocle ,  Surface ,  Dwel l ,  On Off ice ,  and Habitus . 

I n d i a  a s  I n s p i r a t i o n

As part of his  design process,  Yong travel led to India 

to develop a visual lexicon which would al low him to 

best tel l  the story of ipse ipsa ipsum . 

Dur ing his  sojourn, the architectural  feature Yong 

was most drawn to was the arch, which commonly 

a d o r n s  h i s t o r i c a l  t e m p l e s  a n d  m a u s o l e u m s .  

With the advent of the true arch, it became possible 

for bui lders to span large openings without having 

to provide any intermediate supports,  as i t  almost 

el iminates tensi le st resses on the bui lding mater ials . 

F i t t ingly,  Yong’s object of inspirat ion was i tsel f  a feat 

of elegance and functional i ty,  in l ine with his  own 

design pr inciples,  as wel l  as that of ipse ipsa ipsum . 

F u s i n g  O l d  a n d  N e w  W o r l d s

With th i s  co l lect ion,  Yong hopes  to  enr ich each p iece wi th  a sense of 

h i s tory ,  be i t  th rough product ion methods ,  mater ia l s ,  o r  aesthet ic  features . 

In  par t icu lar ly ,  he wishes  to  capture the awe-s t r i k ing grandeur  of  re l ics  and 

c lass ica l  arch i tecture,  and br ing i t  in to  the moder n home. 

The co l lect ion features  mater ia l s  found in 

Ind ia such as  green marb le  and cut  g lass 

which are,  in  Yong’s  hands ,  shaped for 

re levancy in  u rban landscapes ,  wh i le  never 

compromis ing the h ighest  leve l  of  c raf t . 

I n s p i re d  b y  t h e  p a s t  w i t h  a n  e y e  o n  

t h e  f u t u re ,  i p s e  i p s a  i p s u m ’ s  f i r s t  a r t i s t 

col laborat ion invokes the old world to evoke 

the new. 

 “ I n  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  
h e  w i s h e s  t o 
c a p t u r e  t h e 
a w e - s t r i k i n g 
g r a n d e u r  o f  r e l i c s 
a n d  c l a s s i c a l 
a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  
a n d  b r i n g  i t  i n t o 
t h e  m o d e r n  h o m e . ”

Udaipur  Sofa

Nathan Yong wi th  craf t smen  
at  the ipse ipsa ipsum  factory 

Left ,  ipse ipsa ipsum  Founder and Creat ive Head Saurabh Mangla;  R ight ,  Featured Des igner  Nathan Yong

Bikaner  Aged Glass  Lamp,  Mahara ja Long S ideboard,  and Mahal  S tanding Fu l l  M i r ro r
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