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THE HISTORY OF RADIO

Radio is sound commurication that is
produced by radio waves, instead of
through a physical conection (such os
a wire). These waves travel through air,
space, and objects, and then the radio
receiver changes these waves info
sound. The first wireless method of
communication was radio

First Broodcosts

Heinrich Hertz was the first to prove
that radio waves exist, and from there
experimenters began exploring the
theory. Guglielmo Marconi invented the
wireless felegraph in 1895. He
transmitted Morse code by radio waves
through a receiver he created which
has now become the radio. The first
voice to be transmitted over the radio
was that of Reginald Fessende from
Brant Rock, Massachusetts, in 1906.
The Canadian experimenter wos able to
produce an hour of talking and music
Three years later, in 1909, an American
nomed Charles Herrold created the
first radio station. He was able to
regularly provide voice and music
programs to a small group of amateur
rodio operators. He continued his
broadcasts until 1917 when the US.
government suspended radio
transmissions during World War T
Herrold returned in 1921 but wos
unable to continue due to the cost of

operations

TIrmage of a vintage radio.
Radio Receivers

Crystal sets, also known as cat's
whisker sets, were one of the earliest
radio receivers. Receivers such as
these were used fo detect radio waves
and then play the audio that was added
to the waves. Crystal sets included a
piece of galena (a natural mineral from
the Earth known as lead sulfide) that
could detect radio signals. The sets
were inexpensive to make and quickly
became popular, however they didn't
work very well Therefore, many people
who loved fo tinker around made their
own handmade receivers.

Popularization of Radio

Broadcasting started to toke of £
between 1920 and 1921, when 30
radio stations were created across
America. Many of these stations had a
dif ferent purpose. By 1922, over 500
radio stations began broadcosting a
range of dif ferent topics and music
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What do L already know
about this topic?

What do L want fo
know about this topic?

What new things did T
learn about this topic 2. Who was Charles Herrold?
from the article?
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5. When did the first commercial air on radio? What did it advertise?

rst cormerciol aired ir t was 15 minutes long and adverti
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THE HISTORY OF RADIO

Radio is sound communication that is
produced by radio waves, instead of
through a physical connection (such as
a wire). These waves travel through air,
space, and objects, and then the radio
receiver changes these waves into
sound. The first wireless method of
communication was radio.

First Broadcasts
Heinrich Hertz was the first to prove
that radio waves exist, and from there
experimenters began exploring the
theory. Guglielmo Marconi invented the
wireless telegraph in 1895. He
transmitted Morse code |
through a receiver he
has now becomcdis

rth known as lead sulfide) that
detect radio signals. The sets
were inexpensive to make ond quickly
became popular, however they didn't
work very well. Therefore, mony people
who loved to tinker around made their
own handmade receivers.
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radio operators. He continued his Broadcasting started to toke of f
broadcasts until 1917 when the US. between 1920 and 1921, when 30
government suspended radio radio stotions were creoted across
transmissions during World War T. America. Many of these stations had a
Herrold returned in 1921 but was dif ferent purpose. By 1922, over 500
unable to continue due to the cost of radio stations began broadcasting a

operations. range of dif ferent topics ond music.
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SAMPLE ANSWERS

1. What is radio?

Radio is sound communicotion thot is produced by radio waves, instead of through a
physical connection (such as a wire). These waves travel through air, space, and

objects, and then the radio receiver chonges these waves into sound.

2. Who was Charles Herrold?

Three years later, in 1909, an American named Charles Herrold cr
station. He was able to regularly provide voice and music pro

amateur radio operators.

3. What is another name for crystal set

e earlies

Crystoal sets, also known os ¢

recelvers.

4. Why were t ad ¥ tising on the radio?

The first

in Queens, "YW York.

6. Explain how radio has chonged in order to attract specific target audiences. (2 marks)
Many radio stotions have chonged their progranmming in order to reach specific target
audiences or have hired big nome people to operote some segments. Some radio
stations have even started their own streoming services in order to oftroct more
listeners.
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THINKING QUESTION
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