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PLASTIC POLLUTION

A Brief History of Plastic

Plostic is everywhere ond has become
part of everyday life. Objects such as
food packaging, clothing, cars, and even
smartphones have plastic
components. Most countries use
plastics every day and will probably
continue to do so.

One of the first plastics ever used
was o naturally occurring substance
known as rubber, sourced from the
rubber tree. Rubber extrocting involves
a process called tapping. Several
diagonal incisions are made info
rubber tree’s bark, extroci

ered a $10,000 reward
one who could find a substitute

Wesley was able to create a ball using
nitrocellulose (plant fibers and nitric
acid) and camphor. While he had
invented a plastic that could be shaped
into any form, it didn't moke a quality
billiard ball.

Polymerization chemically fronsforms
the molecules of crude oil and natural
gas into chain—like molecules. These
chain—like, or connected, molecules of
crude oil and natural gas become
synthetic resins, the building blocks of
synthetic plastics.
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ANSWERS

Instructions: Answer the following questions on this poper.

1. Which of the following words matches this definition: the process of
cutting lines into a rubber tree’s bark in order to extract a sticky sap
known as latex?
Pollution
Durable
Synthetic

Tapping

How many tons of plastic waste is discar ear?
1,907 million
8 million
1,869 million
400 million

TOE»N TO®>

In the fol

ss were in short

ollowing sentence, why is ocean NOT capitalized?
“They end up floating in the ocean, posing a danger to wildlife, ond

contominating our primary food source’”’

A. Itis a noun, but not a proper noun.

B. It averb. Verbs are not copitalized.

C. Itisnot a big enough word to be capitalized.

D. Itis an adjective. Adjectives are not copitalized.
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THINKING QUESTION

Assessment Below Meets Above
Expectations | Expectations | Expectations

v v Vi

Plostics are everywhere. How can people reduce their use of plastics?
Explain your thinking.




