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CRIME SCENE INVESTIGATION

You have probably watched TV shows
and movies where people investigate
crimes. The scene contains yellow
police tape, sirens, lights blazing, police
officers, paramedics, and news.
reporters, all busy doing their jobs.
After securing the scene, they are all
waiting for a team of investigative
specialists.

The crime scene investigation (CSI)
team arrives with their bags, cameras,
and other special equip! They take
photos, collect fingerprints, preserve
evidence, and look for clues in the
crime scene.

If you think these scenes are a work
of fiction, then you might be surprised
that they are based on real scientific
methods. There is o science behind all
these steps. Procedures are based on
forensic science.

What is Forensic Science?

Forensics is a branch of science that
deals with crime investigation and
analysis. Forensic science uses
scientific methods to solve crimes
They use different techniques from
biology, chemistry, and physics to
collect evidence

The evidence is then sent to a
loboratory and proc Using
specialized equipment, a forensic
scientist will physically, electronically,

Microscopes are commonly used
to examine evidence.

and chemically analyze evidence, looking
for clues to determine what happened
of the crime scene

Sherlock Holmes

Sherlock Holmes is a fictional private
detective created by British author Sir
Arthur Conan Doyle in 1887. Sherlock
Holmes used methods like deduction
(removing something fo find the fruth),
fingerprints, serology (blood), trace
evidence (ie. hair, sol, materials),
ciphers (something used to solve
codes), and footprints to solve crimes,

Long before forensic techniques were
being used by the police, Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle used them in his Sherlock
Holmes stories. This fictional detective
is featured in four novels and fifty-six
short stories. He remains one of the
most famous fictional detectives over
one hundred years later
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Science is a very important subject. What other careers use science
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CRIME SCENE INVESTIGATION

You have probably watched TV shows
ond movies where people investigote
crimes. The scene contains yellow
police tape, sirens, lights blozing, police
of ficers, paromedics, ond news
reporters, all busy doing their jobs.
After securing the scene, they are all
waiting for o team of investigative
specialists.

The crime scene investigation (CST)

teom arrives with their bogs, comeraos,
ond other special equipment. They toke
photos, collect fingerprints, preserve
evidence, ond look for clues in ¥
crime scene. | dppened

If you think these sc
of fiction, theg \
that they d \ i es is a fictional private
ive created by British author Sir
ur Conan Doyle in 1887. Sherlock
Holmes used methods like deduction
(removing something to find the truth),
fingerprints, serology (blood), trace
evidence (ie. hair, soil, materials),
ciphers (something used to solve
codes), and footprints to solve crimes.

analysis. SIC science uses

scientific methods o solve crimes.

They use dif ferent techniques from Long before forensic techniques were
biology, chemistry, and physics to being used by the police, Sir Arthur
collect evidence. Conan Doyle used them in his Sherlock

Holmes stories. This fictional detective
Is featured in four novels and fifty—six
short stories. He remains one of the
most famous fictional detectives over
one hundred years loter.

The evidence is then sent to a
laborotory ond processed. Using
specialized equipment, a forensic
scientist will physically, electronically,
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ARTICLE QUESTIONS

1. What does the crime scene investigation (CST) team do?

2. What is forensic science? (2 marks)
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THINKING QUESTION

every day to their jobs? Explain your thinking.

Assessment

Science is a very important subject. What other careers use science
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