
❑ Daily Lesson Plans
❑ Differentiated 
Lessons
❑ Leveled Rubrics
❑ Points Based
Assessments
❑ Individual PDFs for 
Google Drive
❑ Google Slides Pages
for 1:1 Schools

© http://www.2peasandadog.com



Lesson 1

Lesson Overview: Students will read a non-religious article about Christmas.

Materials Needed:
❑ Video “Bet You Didn't Know: Christmas” History Channel *Preview this 
video as it may be controversial for students who believe December 25th is 
the real birthdate of Jesus. 
❑ Class set of Christmas article
❑ Class set of Christmas questions
❑ Data projector, computer, internet 

Teacher Instructions:
1. Watch the video “Bet You Didn't Know: Christmas” as a class. This will be 

the students introduction to Christmas. Skip this video if you feel it is 
controversial. 

2. Then, read the article “The History of Christmas” out loud.
3. Have students work independently or in pairs to answer the questions. 
4. Discuss the answers as a class or collect the questions as an 

assessment. 

Extension Videos:
If you want a more religious video on Christmas you can watch the "Origins 
of Christmas" video by History Channel.
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https://youtu.be/IoBM3XQCC2g
https://youtu.be/IoBM3XQCC2g
https://youtu.be/4wmp0HPCOxk


The origin of many modern 
Christmas celebrations and 
traditions can trace their roots to 
ancient civilizations such as the 
Egyptians, Romans, Celts and 
Vikings. 

Many cultures celebrated the 
winter solstice which marks the 
shortest day, and longest night, of 
the year in the Northern 
Hemisphere. This day usually occurs 
on December 21 or December 22. 

During winter solstice, families would decorate their homes to 
celebrate the return of the sun and the gods they worshiped. These 
ancient cultures decorated their homes for the solstice with greenery 
found from spruce, fir and pine tress. These trees provided excellent 
decorations because they did not lose their needles in the cold weather. 

In modern times, historians credit German immigrants, who came to 
the United States in the 1800’s, for bringing the tradition of Christmas 
trees to North America. 

Today, people still use evergreen trees as winter decorations. People 
purchase real or fake trees to decorate their homes and businesses. 
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What two images most symbolize Christmas in people’s minds?

1.

2.

How much money in total did Americans spend during the Christmas 
season in 2018? What else do you feel that money could be spent on?

.

After reading the article “The History of Christmas”, answer the following 
questions in complete sentences. 
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Pros of 
Fake Christmas Trees

Cons of 
Fake Christmas Trees

Pros of 
Real Christmas Trees

Cons of 
Real Christmas Trees



1. What is the best type of snack to leave for Santa 
and his reindeer?

2. Is it ever acceptable to regift a present? Explain. 
3. Is it better to give or receive? Why?
4. What is your favorite holiday or special day of the 

year?
5. Should all houses have to decorate with 

Christmas lights outdoors? Why or why not?
6. Should schools shorten the holiday break around 

Christmas to one week, to give students a week 
off later in the year?

7. Should it be mandatory to send holiday greeting 
cards to people during December?

8. Some stores start decorating for Christmas in 
October before Halloween and November 11th. 

Some people feel that stores should wait until 
November 12th to put up their Christmas 
decorations. Do you agree or disagree? 

9. Is it better to buy a fake or real Christmas 
tree? Explain your thinking.

10. What is your favorite Christmas carol? Why is 
this song your favourite?

On a separate sheet of paper, answer each question below in dot jot form 
or complete sentences. Be sure to include details in each of your responses, 
as these opinions will be shared during a class discussion. 
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Hello

Each week you will receive a teaching/lesson tip 
delivered directly to your email. 

Sign up here

https://www.2peasandadog.com/
https://www.facebook.com/2peasandadog
https://www.instagram.com/2peasandadog/
https://www.pinterest.ca/2peasandadog/
https://twitter.com/2peasandadog
https://app.convertkit.com/landing_pages/396766?v=7


More Holiday Themed Ideas
✓ Reduce Holiday Stress Teacher Tips
✓ Goal Setting and Re-Establishing Routines 

{Love our lessons? Try some of these.}

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Christmas-Creative-Writing-Assignment-2903101
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Winter-Creative-Writing-Assignment-3534157
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Global-Holiday-Celebrations-Research-Assignment-2914181
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/New-Years-Goal-Setting-Activity-and-Reflection-Sheets-3553193
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Christmas-Truce-of-1914-Media-Analysis-Unit-2923910
http://2peasandadog.com/2016/12/12daysofdecember.html
http://2peasandadog.com/2016/01/new-years-goal-setting-and-re-establishing-classroom-routines.html
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Valentines-Day-Creative-Writing-Assignment-3643165
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Easter-Creative-Writing-Assignment-3982192
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/End-of-the-Year-Memory-Book-Digital-Templates-3811492
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Halloween-Unit-4157313


You May You May NOT
❑ Use this with all of the 

classes you teach. 
❑ Upload this unit to your 

personal Google Drive, 
but you cannot share 
this with other teachers 
without purchasing 
additional licences. 

❑ Post this product to any 
public online space or 
website.

❑ Share this product with 
an entire school or 
district.

❑ Upload this product to a 
shared Google 
Drive/Dropbox for other 
teachers to access. 

https://www.etsy.com/ca/shop/KHDigi
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Rebeccab-Designs
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Hello-Fonts-Personal-Non-Commercial-Use-301730
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Kimberly-Geswein-Fonts
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Zip-a-dee-doo-dah-Designs
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Sonya-Dehart-Design
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Illumismart
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Teachers-Toolkit
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Ashley-Hughes-38
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/I-Teach-Whats-Your-Superpower-Megan-Favre
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Sculpt-Designs
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Paula-Kim-Studio
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Graphics-From-The-Pond
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Mad-Clips-Factory
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/A-Perfect-Blend
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Mad-Clips-Factory
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Cara-Carroll
https://openclipart.org/
http://deathtothestockphoto.com/
https://depositphotos.com/home.html


More reading Ideas

{Love our lessons? Try some of these.}

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/12-Genre-Book-Reports-467917
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Book-Versus-Movie-Comparison-Analysis-Project-1686111
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Independent-Reading-Journal-Assignment-2781557
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Article-of-the-Week-Differentiated-Lesson-Bundle-3133486
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Biography-Symbolism-Assignment-3775777
http://2peasandadog.com/category/reading
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Short-Story-Unit-Plan-for-Middle-School-Bundle-1-3920421
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Short-Story-Unit-Middle-School-Bundle-2-3923688
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Independent-Reading-15-Book-Report-Project-Bundle-2444613
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Strategies-Graphic-Organizers-959660


More writing Ideas

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Creative-Writing-Prompts-and-Activities-3617163
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Interactive-Writing-Prompts-1352610
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Career-Exploration-and-Research-Project-3158837
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Article-of-the-Week-Differentiated-Lesson-Bundle-3133486
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/My-Life-in-Logos-Paragraph-Writing-Assignment-2770962
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Creative-Writing-Year-Long-Bundle-3982657
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Media-Literacy-Review-Writing-Lesson-Bundle-3860145
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Rant-Writing-Unit-2416515
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Biography-Symbolism-Assignment-3775777
https://2peasandadog.com/category/writing

