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Before you read it! 
Do you like the front cover?  
 

Where do you think the story takes place? In the city or in the 
country? Inside a house our outside in the open air? What 
makes you think that? 
 
What do you think about the title? Does it give you any clue to 

what the book might be about?  
 
And who do you think is the hero of the story? Do you think the 
boy on the cover is happy or sad? What makes you think that? 
 

Look at the back cover also and read what it tells you about the 
book. Does it make you want to read the story? 
 
 

Reading the story: On the way home … 

Look at the boy in the picture. Do you think it is the same boy 
we saw on the front cover?  
 
The words tell us the children are planning something for 
school. That doesn’t sound happy or sad, really, does it? But 

the boy looks a bit sad, doesn’t he? Or maybe he is nervous or 
puzzled or something. What do you think? 



 
 
Reading the story: Aleksander …  

In a picturebook, we usually look at two pages together – we 
call the left-hand page and the right-hand page together a 
‘spread’. You can probably work out why! 
 
On the next spread, we see lots of buildings but also a kind of 

field, where the children are walking, with horses in it. Is this 

the city or the country? 
 
Do you think Sonny is happy or sad? And what about the other 

children?  

 
 
Reading the story: At home …  
In the next picture, you can see horse shoes on the wall. That 
was what Sonny was thinking of taking into school, wasn’t it? A 

horse shoe. Why do you think his family has horse shoes? 
 
Sonny’s dad and his older sister look quite happy but Sonny is 
still looking a bit sad, isn’t he? Why do you think that is?  
 

Then we hear Sonny is going on a trip. That sounds good, 
doesn’t it? 
 

 
Reading the story: Sonny watches …  

When Uncle Jim comes to get Sonny and Kathleen, he isn’t 
driving some boring old car, is he? Look at the amazing horse-
drawn wagon he has! Would you like to go on a trip in a wagon 
like that? 
 

Reading the story: Sonny and Puddles …  
On the left-hand page, we can see the inside of the wagon, 
with its roundy roof. It’s a kind of caravan, isn’t it? Looks pretty 
cool.  
 

And on the opposite page we see that the wagon has travelled 
right out of the city and is starting to go uphill. Where can they 
be going? 



 
 
Reading the story: When it gets dark …  

What a fantastic picture on this spread! We have met the horse 
already; we have seen that Sonny is on the road; and now we 
see where the stars come into the story! 
 
What is your favourite thing about this picture?  

 

Do you think the horse Sonny sees in the sky is really a horse? 
What could it be? 
 

 

Reading the story: At the campsite …  
Another fabulous picture!  
 
Sonny and Kathleen and their uncle are sitting around the fire. 
What else can you see in the picture? 

 
Where do you think all the wonderful things in the sky come 
from? Could they have anything to do with Uncle Jim? 
 
 

Reading the story: Jim knows …  
On the last few spreads, we saw big pictures that went right 
across the two pages. Here we have a different kind of 

illustration – four different pictures to show different skills 
Uncle Jim is telling them about. He seems to be a very special 

kind of person, doesn’t he? Can you imagine what kind of life 
he has lived? 
 
 
Reading the story: Jim takes them …  

On this spread, we see the family at the horse fair. Remember 
how sad Sonny was looking in the first few pages of the story? 
He looks a lot happier now. Why do you think that is? What has 
made him more cheerful? 
 

We hear that Sonny is proud to be a Traveller. Now we know 
he is a Traveller, we can understand some of the things in the 
story a bit better. Remember the horse shoes in Sonny’s house 



before? And of course there is the amazing horse-drawn 
wagon. Have you ever seen a Traveller’s traditional wagon 
before? 

 
 
Reading the story: Back at the camp …  
On this spread we can see more about the life of Traveller 
families. What do you think is special about how Travellers 

live?  

 
 
Reading the story: Sonny feels …  

Now we see the wagon going back to the city, and Sonny going 

home.  
 
Remember how he was so sad at the beginning of the story? 
And then he felt a lot better, didn’t he, during the trip? But now 
he’s a bit sad again. Why do you think that is? 

 
 
Reading the story: Later on …  
Here we see Sonny lying on his bed, with the city outside the 
window. How do you think he is feeling?  

 
But then on the opposite page, Sonny and Kathleen are looking 
at the present Uncle Jim left for Sonny. What can it be? 

 
 

Reading the story: Slowly, …  
And now we can see how the special carousel lantern works. 
Isn’t it gorgeous? And it’s not surprising that the pictures the 
light makes on Sonny’s walls are of horses! 
 

 
Reading the story: Sonny can’t wait …  
Why do you think Sonny is looking forward so much to going 
back into school?  
 

 
Thinking some more 



Now that you have read the whole story, you’ll probably want 
to read it again. That’s a good thing about a picture book: you 
can read it over and over again, or just look carefully at the 

illustrations.  
 
After you’ve read it a couple of times, do you find you like the 
story more and more? 
 

Which is your favourite spread? It’s hard to choose, isn’t it?  

 
If you are a Traveller, what did you think about the story? Does 
it make you feel good? 

 

If there is a Traveller in your school, maybe your teacher might 
ask them to tell you a bit about Traveller life.  
 
If not, well, you have learned a bit from this book, haven’t 
you?  

 
Can you think of three things you have learned from this book 
about Travellers? Maybe you could make a list. Or draw a 
picture about your thoughts.  
 

If you are a Traveller yourself, you probbly knew a lot of this 
already, did you? Is there anything you’ve learned that you 
didn’t know? 

 
What do you think is the best thing about this book? 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 


