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Author’s Note 

These teaching notes were created, designed, imagined and put together by Orla 
Mackey, a teacher at St John’s Senior School (actually a primary school .. but 
the Senior differentiates them from their Junior half down the road). 

Orla has been teaching since 2007 and recently was part of a team who wrote 
and produced Beál Beo, Irish Text Books for 3rd to 6th class. As any of her 
students would tell you she is a mighty teacher and I could not have asked for 
anyone better to put together this teaching guide.  She knows Keepsake (and my 
previous books Butterfly Heart and The Sleeping Baobab Tree) better than I do 
- as a recent Author vs Teacher session in the school proved – I was beaten 
hands down. Most importantly, lest I forget, she knows and loves horses. 

Her school has been reading the book as a whole school and the artwork and 
projects they have produced are wondrous – these teaching notes have a whole 
lot to do with that. So mega thanks to Orla (a writer herself), to the Principal of 
St John’s Brian Roche and to all the staff at the school who have been using the 
guide with enthusiasm and great energy. 

Thank you  

Paula Leyden 
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A note on using the student workbook: 
The chapter by chapter questions can be used as a combination of points for oral discussion 
and opportunities for written exploration of the text. 

Questions are labelled with (L) and (H) to indicate higher and lower order. 

If it is not feasible for the students to have individual printed copies of the workbook then 
exercises can accessed online and projected onto the whiteboard. 

Some of the activities require extra materials e.g Worksheet no.17 ‘Phone Book Activity’ 
requires phone books.  The workbook contains instructions for an art project which involves 
making dioramas.  Undertaking this project would involve the collection of a number of 
shoeboxes. 

Further resources such as daily lesson tweets, reading records and chapter summaries are 
contained at the back of the workbook. 

We have printed this in black and white – but colour versions available on the Little Island 
website - http://littleisland.ie/book-guides/ 

When we did this book in St John’s in Kilkenny (One School, One Book Project) we came up 
with a number of additional activities around the book. These included the following: 

• A Hay Drive – each class competing to raise money for bales of hay for My Lovely 
Horse Rescue; 

• A Vegetarian Day in the school; 
• An invitation to a farrier to visit the school to demonstrate his or her craft (preferably 

on a miniature Shetland) to the students; 
• Each student to be given a folder at the start of the project – and this folder to be filled 

with ‘evidence’ gathered during the reading of the novel (much as Ella’s granny did). 
Within this they can put fake horse licenses, passports, and any of the work they 
complete during the time they are reading the novel; 

• The making of a video of the My Lovely Horse song from Father Ted (note: the 
person who wrote the song is part of My Lovely Horse Rescue which is how they 
came to use the name); 

• A Diorama Day, an exhibition of the dioramas where students can explain to others 
how they made them and what went into them; 

• An Author day – where the author comes in to answer questions and chat to the 
classes; 

Hope you enjoy it as much as our school did! 

Orla Mackey 
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 Chapter by Chapter Questions and Activities 
 A Soft Nose 

 

1. You are a film maker.  Draw a picture of the person you would cast in the role of Ella. 

(L) 

2. What do we know about the appearance of the horse that Ella is looking at? (L) 

3. What can we tell about Ella’s character? (H) 

4. What can we tell about the horse’s character? (H) 

5. Describe the field in which the horse is kept. (L) 

6. What time of the year is it? (L) 

 

Black Molly and Cloudy Thoughts 

 

1. What are Ella’s granny’s house rules? (L) 

2. What do these rules tell us about Ella’s granny? (H) 

3. Do you think Ella’s granny’s rules are reasonable?  Why/Why not? (H) 

4. You are a granny/grandad.  Write three rules your grandchildren must obey when they 

come to stay at your house. (L) 

5. An unspoken rule is one that does not need to be written down or discussed.  Are 

there any unspoken rules in your classroom/at home/in school? (H) 

6. What age is Ella? (L) 

7. Why do you think Ella records her granny’s stories? (L) 

8. It is clear that Ella has learned a lot from paying close attention to her granny’s 

stories.  What have we learned from Ella’s granny’s story in this instance? (H) 

9. An adjective is a describing word.  See if everyone in the class can complete this 

sentence using a different adjective:  ‘As a child Ella’s granny is _______.’ (H) 

10. How did Ella know that she truly loved her granny? (H) 

11. Write three ways in which it would be useful to be able to see people’s thoughts. (L) 

12. Write three ways in which it might be harmful to see people’s thoughts. (L) 

13. What do Ella’s granny’s thoughts look like? (L) 

14. What do Ella’s dad’s thoughts look like? (L) 

15. Why is it that Ella can no longer see her dad’s thoughts? (L) 

16. Why does Ella find it lonely in Dublin? (L) 
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17. What subject has Ella decided to broach today? (L) 

18. What two reasons does Ella have for wanting to stay on the farm? (H) 

19. A good reader is like a good detective, they notice a lot of things.  What did you 

notice in this chapter?  Have each person in the class complete this sentence ‘I noticed 

that …’  Did a classmate notice something that had slipped your attention? (L) 

20. Ask an older person to tell you about their favourite childhood memory.  Write it 

down and share it with your classmates.  WORKSHEET NO.1 

 

 

The Locked Door 

 

1. What does Ella compare the kitchen to? (L) 

2. Find the longest sentence in this chapter.  What does the length of this sentence tell us 

about how the character is speaking? (L) 

3. You are an actor.  Rehearse this sentence and say it in the way you imagine the 

character would say it. (L) 

4. Good writing makes us wonder.  Speak aloud what it is this chapter leaves you 

wondering about by completing the sentence ‘I wonder …’ (L) 

5. Game:  ‘Word Detective’ – You have four minutes to find the words in this chapter 

that mean the same thing as (i) a type of cooker (ii) a cupboard where food is kept (iii) 

not fully closed (iv) exact (v) set at an angle (vi) unplanned (L) 

 

Truth and Magpies 

 

1.  Draw a map of the route that Ella takes on her daily walk.  (L) 

2. Where does Ella’s route take her?  (L) 

3. What rule does Ella’s granny think she has broken? (L) 

4. What age is Ella? (L) 

5. Why do you think thoughts of Black Molly unfurl over Orla Mackey’s head? (H) 

6. Why does Ella’s granny ask Ella not to go into the field? (L) 

7. Where does Old Greg spend the night? (L) 

8. What type of creature bothers Old Greg? (L) 

9. Draw a picture of the most striking image from this chapter of the book.  Write a 

sentence from the book to accompany your picture.  (L) 
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The Boy and His Horse 

 

1. Was Johnny happy to have noticed someone watching him and Storm? (L) 

2. Why did Johnny prefer to have Storm in a field where no-one could see him? (L) 

3. Does Johnny understand his horse?  Give evidence to support your answer. (H) 

4. What is Johnny’s plan for keeping Storm out of sight? (L) 

5. Do you think that what Johnny does is cruel?  Why/why not? (L) 

6. Ella’s dad delivered this news to her on the 24th of December, 2015.  Do any dates 

stick in your mind?  What dates do you remember and for what reasons? (L) 

7. Have you any tips to share with your friends on how to get rid of unwanted thoughts?  

Think of ways you could distract yourself from unhappy thoughts and tell your friend 

about them. (L) 

8. How did the boy mount the horse? (L) 

9. What other way is there of mounting a horse? (L) 

10. How many paces does a horse have?  Name these paces.  You may need to google 

your answer.  Icelandic horses have an extra pace. (H) 

11. What had Ella imagined about the horse?  Have you ever wanted something so badly 

that you imagined it was yours?  Write about your experience. (L) 

12. Can you think of just one word (an adjective) to describe how Ella feels on the walk 

home? (L) 

13. For a fleeting moment Ella wishes some harm to befall the boy.  Does this make you 

dislike her?  Why/why not? (H) 

14. Why does Ella shiver when she imagines sharing the horse with the boy? (H) 

 

 

Magic and Storm 

 

1. What reasons has Johnny for liking the field where he keeps Storm? (L) 

2. Who owns the field? (L) 

3. Why does Johnny ask Storm to be still? (L) 

4. What happened on the same day that Johnny first got Storm? (L) 

5. Think of three adjectives (describing words) to describe Johnny’s Granny. (L) 
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6. Both Johnny and Ella have been separated from people that they love and trust.  

Explain this statement. (H) 

7. What way does Johnny feel when he’s at school? (L) 

8. What is the subject he least dislikes? (L) 

9. What does he most dislike doing at school? (L) 

10. What makes Storm different from the other foals that Magic had? (L) 

11. What else made Storm special to Johnny? (H) 

12. What had happened to Magic? (L) 

13. What do you think Johnny is nervous of the girl doing? (H) 

14. What is Johnny’s plan for the next couple of days? (H) 

15. How do we know that Johnny and the horse knew and trusted each other? (H) 

16. How does Johnny say that his granny and Storm differed in personality? (H) 

 

They Kill Horses There 

 

1. What are the usual morning noises that might be heard in Ella’s granny’s house? (L) 

2. Do you ever sing to yourself?  What does it say about your personality if you’re a 

person who sings to themselves a lot? (L) 

3. Take five minutes to write down your predictions as to what Ella’s granny might be 

doing in the pantry. (L) 

4. Why do you think Ella’s granny doesn’t approve of ‘Frosties’? (L) 

5. Write a healthy menu for a person Ella’s age.  Include breakfast, lunch, dinner and 

tea.  Write another menu for a person Ella’s age who is a vegetarian.  Include the 

same meals. (L) WORKSHEET NO.2 

6. ‘That’s what you are, Ella,’ she’d said to her one day, ‘an exception, and that’s all 

right.’ Discuss what Ella’s granny might have meant by this. (H) 

7. What could Ella hear on the other side of the pantry door? (L) 

8. Write a script for granny’s time in the pantry.  Remember it is a monologue.  Granny 

is talking to herself. (H) WORKSHEET NO.3 

9. Why did Ella blush when she knocked over the sweeping brush? (H) 

10. Look up the meaning of the word ‘mortified’ in the dictionary.  Use this word in a 

sentence that illustrates its meaning. (L) 

11. Why does Ella breathe a sigh of relief when she sees her? (H) 
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12. Research the area where Ella’s dad currently lives (Dubbo).  Record 5 facts relating to 

Dubbo. (L) WORKSHEET NO.4 

13. What is the time difference between the area of Australia where Ella’s dad lives and 

Ireland? (H) 

14. Ella’s wasn’t sure why she didn’t want to tell her granny about the boy.  Can you 

suggest reasons why Ella might be reluctant to tell her granny about the horse’s 

owner? (H) 

15. Why did Ella’s granny look at a point above Ella’s head when she was speaking to 

her? (H) 

16. Granny and Ella possibly share the same ability.  What gifts might you have inherited 

from your grandparents/parents? (L) WORKSHEET NO.5 

17. ‘You know when someone does something and they don’t know they’re being 

watched?’  Write a paragraph or two about someone who thinks they are on their own 

but in fact they are being observed by someone else.  (H) 

18. What does Ella’s granny suspect? (H)  

19. Ella’s granny extracts a promise from her.  What is the promise and what is the reason 

behind it? (L) 

20. It is clear that Ella’s granny loves her very much.  Collect evidence from the story so 

far to support this statement.  Make a list of ways in which Ella’s granny demonstrates 

her love for her grand-daughter. (L) WORKSHEET NO.6 

21. Do the dogs like accompanying Ella on her walks?  How do you know? (H) 

22. As Ella approaches the field her feelings are ‘ambivalent.’ Look up the meaning of 

this word and explain why it is appropriate in this case. (H) 

23. What made Ella suspect that the horse might be in trouble? (H) 

24. What does Ella forget as she climbs over the gate and runs in to the field? (L) 

25. Why do you think Ella puts the chunk of apple flat on the palm of her hand? (H) 

26. Ella’s sudden movements have what effect on the stallion? (H) 

27. When the boy asks Ella a question she answers in a very long winded manner without 

drawing a breath.  Why does she react like this? (H) 

28. Why was Johnny hiding Storm? (L) 

29. Why couldn’t Johnny call the guards to report the ‘pound men’? (H) 

30. How did Storm get his name? (L) 

31. How does Johnny explain the reason why Storm is a keepsake of his granny? (L) 

32. What is the thought that troubles Ella as she leaves the field? (L) 
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33. You are Ella.  You are compiling a fact file about Johnny.  You cannot guess at 

information.  Use all of the details you have been given in the story so far to compile 

this fact file. (L) WORKSHEET NO.7 

 

The Horse and his Boy 

 

1. What is Johnny’s first impression having met Ella? (L) 

2. Make a list of all of the words used to describe movement in the first paragraph of this 

chapter. (H) 

3. How did Johnny get Storm to come to him? (L) 

4. What is sulky racing? (L) 

5. Why did Johnny not want Storm to be used for Sulky racing? (L) 

6. Why did Johnny’s father allow him to do what he likes with Storm? (H) 

 

Tired Eyes 

 

1. What do you call someone who does not eat meat? (L) 

2. What is the difference between a vegan and a vegetarian?  Use your dictionary to 

help. (H) 

3. Draw up a menu for a vegan meal. (H) WORKSHEET NO.8 

4. As homework see if you can prepare a vegan/vegetarian lunch for yourself. (L) 

5. What does Ella find herself doing again even though she’s practising? (L) 

6. Why do you think Ella’s granny does not want her to learn to ride? (H) 

7. Why do you think Ella tries to cover up her tears? (L) 

8. What is Ella’s main criticism of Damien? (L) 

9. What ‘good idea’ does Ella have?  (L) 

10. Do you think Ella’s dad agrees that it’s a good idea for her to live with her granny? 

Give reasons to support your answer. (H) 

11. ‘I’ll see her more often than I see you anyway.’  Why does Ella wish to take back 

these words? (H) 

12. What do you think Ella’s dad’s reasons are for being in Australia? (L) 

13. Are Ella’s arguments for living with her granny persuasive?  (H) 
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14. Drama – Put together a list of questions that your class might ask Ella and her mother 

if you were to meet them.  ‘Hot Seat’ both characters and see what kind of answers 

you come up with. (L) 

 

My Lovely Horse 

 

1. Using only the information in this chapter create a fact/falsehood worksheet for your 

friend to complete. (L) WORKSHEET NO.9 

2. If a horse is aged 15 in horse years what age is it in human years? (L) 

3. What is the life expectancy of a horse in human years? (L) 

4. At what point does Ella’s granny change the subject? (H) 

5. Why do you think she finishes the conversation at this point? (H) 

6. Look up the meaning of the word ‘surreptitious’ in the dictionary and use it in a 

sentence. (H) 

7. What does Ella see when she looks at the thoughts over granny’s head? (L) 

8. What do you think this means? (L) 

9. Is Ella interested in her granny’s stories?  How do you know? (L) 

A good story should answer the questions who, what, when, where and why in the 

opening paragraph.  Does the opening of Ella’s granny’s story satisfy these questions?  

Who is the story about?  What is happening?  When is it happening?  Where is it 

happening?  Why is it happening? (L) 

10. How do you think Old Man Meaney would have used his tractor in this situation? (L) 

11. Horses are measured in hands.  A hand is said to be about 4 inches.  Measure each 

other.  Calculate your height in hands.  Calculate your corresponding age in horse 

years.  (L) 

12. Research Race Horse names.  Create a race horse name for yourself.  Your teacher 

will give each horse in the class a number (some of you will have to share a number).  

Watch any given horse race on YouTube and shout for the horse with your 

corresponding number.  See who wins. (L) 

13. Have a race during PE (over hurdles or on the flat).  The teacher will assign a 

commentator and record the race with commentary. (H)   

14. What were the rope and the blanket for? (L) 

15. What might Ella have thought had happened when she looked back in terror? (H) 
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16. What does Old Man Meaney mean when he says ‘You’re a topper’?  Can you think of 

any other particularly Irish ways of praising people?  Make a list.  Include in your list 

sayings such as - He’s a decent auld skin.  You’re one in a million.  Fair play to ya. 

(H) 

17. How do we know that Ella has thought a lot about coming to live with her granny? 

(H) 

18. Carrigcappall means Rock of the Horse.  Research your own street/place name and 

find out what it means in Irish. (L) 

Activity:  Study the anatomy of the horse.  On the first day concentrate on the parts of 

the horse’s body from the back forwards to the muzzle.  On the second day try to 

memorise the body parts from the back down to the hoof.  Have a partner test you.  One 

person holds the picture with the anatomy labelled while the other person points at the 

body parts on the unlabelled pictured and names from memory.  Swap.  WORKSHEET 

NO.11 

 

Shoeing Tiny 

 

1. Why did the dogs love watching the horses’ hooves being trimmed? (L) 

2. What is Johnny’s father’s reaction to the news that a girl has been watching Storm? 

(L) 

3. Why do you think a horse might need to be shod? (L) 

4. What is worrying Johnny? (H) 

 

An Empty Field 

 

1. Why did Ella stay away from the field for a few days? (L) 

2. Why did Ella feel as though she had to guard her thoughts from her granny? (H) 

3. In pairs compose texts to each other.  The conversation is to be based on how you feel 

about the book so far - what you like/dislike about it, your favourite images and what 

you predict might happen.  Read the texts aloud to your class. (L) WORKSHEET 

NO.12 

4. ‘On the fourth day she couldn’t resist the pull of it any longer, and she set off to go 

and see him.’  What pastime/interest do you have that you would not give up for the 

world? (L) 
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5. What is Ella’s first thought about where Storm might be? (L) 

6. What is Ella’s second thought about where Storm might be? (L) 

7. What is Johnny’s first thought about what might have happened to Storm? (L) 

8. What surprised Ella about Johnny’s reaction to Storm’s disappearance? (H) 

9. When Ella suggests that Storm might have jumped over the gate Johnny answers her 

crossly.   

‘Don’t be stupid – he’s been here for ever.’ Why do we forgive Johnny for this 

rudeness? (H) 

10. What is the fate of horses that are taken to the pound? (L) 

11. ‘Ella watched as he walked away, his back hunched.’ Have someone from the class 

demonstrate a happy walk.  Have someone demonstrate what a sad walk might look 

like.  Extend the activity.  Have students suggest emotions and demonstrate how these 

can be expressed through body language.  Go around the class and have the children 

say the phrase ‘We have peas for tea’ in an angry/happy/sad/surprised/shocked etc 

voice. (L) 

 

Hard Things in this World 

 

1. Why was Johnny reluctant to go home? (H) 

2. What made Johnny think that it wasn’t Ella who had called the pound? (L) 

3. Johnny has a number of reasons for being upset at Storm’s absence.  Explain two of 

them. (H) 

4. Johnny has had experience of the pound men before.  Describe what happened the last 

time the pound men called. (L) 

5. What is Johnny’s father occupied with every time we meet him?  What might people 

say occupies most of your dad’s/mam’s/granny’s/grandad’s time? (L) 

6. ‘He threw the hammer on the ground. ‘Again. How many horses do they want from 

us?’’  How do you think Johnny’s father is feeling?  Read this sentence with as much 

feeling as possible. (H) 

7. What will the pound demand if Storm is to be returned within the five days? (L) 

8. What reasons might the pound say they had for taking Storm? (L) 

9. Johnny thinks that if they explain how Storm is a keepsake of his granny then the 

pound might return him.  Why does his dad laugh a harsh laugh when he hears this? 

(H) 
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10. ‘Johnny stood there for a few more minutes, then turned and left, his heart like a small 

heavy stone inside his chest.’  The author paints a very clear image of Johnny’s 

sadness with this simile (a comparison using the word like or as).  Imagine that 

Johnny is happy.  Rewrite this sentence and use a simile of your own to describe his 

happiness.  Share your similes with the rest of the class. (H) 

11. Johnny doesn’t know where to start.  Where would you start if you were Johnny?  

Who would you turn to for help? (L) 

 

Four Hundred and Thirty-Two Thousand Seconds 

 

1. Where was Ella’s granny when Ella burst through the door? (L) 

2. We know Ella’s character well at this stage.  What is one of her most familiar habits? 

(L) 

3. What did Ella glimpse in the pantry?  Can you offer an explanation as to why she 

might have that piece of furniture in such an unusual place? (L) 

4. Do you think Ella was right to break her promise to Johnny and tell someone else 

about what had happened to Storm? (L) 

5. Ella’s granny does not rush into things.  What is her first piece of advice? (L) 

6. The first thing Ella’s granny does upon hearing the news is put on the kettle.  How do 

you think Ella feels as she watches her perform this task? (L) 

7. What kind of person is Ella’s granny? (L)  Make a list of adjectives.  Be able to justify 

each adjective with evidence from the story. (H) 

8. Why are horses measured in hands? (H) 

9. Design a ‘Missing’ poster for Storm.  Use all of the information given in this chapter 

to fill in his details. (L) 

10. Why according to Ella’s granny, is Storm kept by himself? (L) 

11. Ella had to take notes while her granny was speaking.  Replicate the ‘To Do’ list that 

Ella made.  Tick off the tasks as they are completed in the coming chapters of the 

book. (L) WORKSHEET NO.13 

12. How do you think Johnny will react when he finds out that Ella has told her granny? 

(L) 

13. Where do you think Storm is? (L) 

14. Do you think he can be saved? (L) 
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So Many Questions 

 

1. ‘When Ella arrived Johnny was already there, mooching around the field, kicking at 

the ground.’  Mooching is a great word.  Can you think of any similar words (e.g 

Foostering, moidering)?  What do they mean? (H) 

2. What is Johnny’s surname? (L) 

3. What is Ella’s surname? (L) 

4. Ella’s grandmother correctly guessed what detail about Storm? (H) 

5. ‘Isn’t she too old to help?’  Discuss the question posed by Johnny.  Are older people 

less useful?  What could an older person offer in a situation like this?  Should Ella 

have sought her granny’s help? (Four corners debate) (L) DETAILED after worksheet 

no.13 

6. What is the purpose of micro chipping horses? (H) 

7. Why do you think a horse has a passport? (H) 

8. Outline Johnny’s plan of action. (L) 

9. What mental image does Ella have of the horse pound? (L) 

10. Why did Annie and Grouse stay still for longer than usual? (L) 

11. What awful thoughts did Ella want to block out of her head? (L) 

12. What in your opinion is the strongest image from this chapter? (L) 

13. What are your predictions for the coming chapters? (L) 

 

 

 

 

 

Keepsake 

 

1. What room does Ella now call the ‘secret room’? (L) 

2. ‘She glanced at the door into what she now called the secret room, and saw that the 

key was in the lock.’ Do you think this is significant?  Do you think Ella’s granny 

might have left the key in the door by accident?  What do you think this means? (H) 

3. Ella uses every opportunity to persuade her granny that she would be better off living 

with her.  What is her argument this time? (H) 

4. What do you think is the reason for Ella’s granny’s sadness? (L) 
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5. Can you explain how it was that Ella’s granny knew Johnny’s granny? (L) 

6. Ella’s granny really seems to understand when Ella explains how Johnny sees Storm 

as a keepsake.  Often if we’re truly able to understand how someone feels we’re said 

to be able to empathise.  Why do you think Ella’s granny empathises with Johnny? 

(H) 

7. Why might Delaney not have noticed that the gate is hanging off his field? (L) 

8. What two things can Ella tell Johnny that they’ve done? (L) 

9. Who pays the pound to take the horses away? (L) 

10. Who can give permission for horses to be returned? (L) 

11. What other things are the council responsible for? (L) 

12. Might Storm have escaped onto the road because the gate was left open? (L) 

13. Why might the council have ordered the pound to take the horse? (L) 

14. What do you think Jimmy asked that made Ella’s granny frown? (H) 

 

The Burnt Potato Pot 

 

1. Why did Ella shiver when she looked up into the tree? (H) 

2. Belief in signs of bad luck is called superstition.  Ask your 

teacher/parents/grandparents/neighbours if they know of any superstitions.  Research 

Irish superstitions on the internet.  Make a collection of your favourite examples and 

illustrate them. (L) WORKSHEET NO. 13 (A – F) 

3. What decision has Ella made about what she will/will not eat in future? (L) 

4. Look up the word ‘omen’ in the dictionary.  From your research of superstitions make 

a list of bad omens and a corresponding list of good omens. (H) WORKSHEET 

NO.15 

5. Why does Ella’s granny compare her dad to a mouse? (H) 

6. Why did Ella’s granny fence off an area at the bottom of her garden? (L) 

7. How did Ella’s granny feel when she noticed her son was missing? (L) 

8. What did Ella’s granny notice about the gate? (L) 

9. What does term ‘selective deafness’ mean? (H) 

10. Horses whinny and neigh.  Make a list of animals and their corresponding animal 

sounds. (L) WORKSHEET NO.15 



17	
	

11. ‘It was as if a huge blanket of no noise had been thrown over the fields.’  The writer 

uses a simile to describe how quiet it felt on the farm.  Think of a simile of your own 

to describe quietness. (H) 

12. How did Ella know that her granny truly felt sad when she was telling the story of her 

dad’s disappearance? (H) 

13. Why should you never destroy a rath? (H) 

14. What had Ella’s dad told Old Mr Meaney? (L) 

15. What had Ella’s dad done with the twine from the gate? (L) 

16. What is Ella’s dad’s name? (L) 

17. Why didn’t Ella’s granny give out to him? (L) 

 

Three Spoons of Sugar 

 

1. What has Johnny’s Uncle Davey advised him to do? (L) 

2. Do you think this is good advice? (L) 

3. What did people say about Johnny’s da? (L) 

4. What do you think they mean by this? (H) 

5. What is Johnny’s da’s advice to Johnny? (H) 

6. What kind of man is Johnny’s father?  How do you know? (H) 

7. Why did Johnny put the picture of Storm beside the sugar bowl? (L) 

8. Go through this entire chapter and pick out all the words relating to horses.  Make a 

list.  See who can find the most words.  (L) 

9. Do you know what all of these words mean?  Look up the meaning of the words in the 

dictionary. (L) 

10. ‘His uncle had one coloured stallion and he always threw coloured foals but Storm 

seemed to throw a mix of colours.’  What do you think this means? (H) 

11. What does Johnny feed the dogs? (L) 

12. How do we know that Johnny can’t stop thinking about Storm? (H) 

13. What is the most striking image from this chapter? (L) 

14. Where do you think Johnny is going? (L) 

Pancakes and Cinnamon 

 

1. Compare Ella’s behaviour with Johnny’s.  In what way is it similar? (H) 
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2. Ella looks up the phone book for the number of the council.  Bring in copies of the 

phone book for your area and engage in some of the outlined phone book activities.  

WORKSHEET NO.17 

3. What time was it when Ella’s granny came down stairs?  How do we know? (L)  

4. What was the good thing about keeping busy, according to Ella? (L) 

5. Ella has a very busy mind.  In this chapter alone a number of things occur to her.  

Draw a picture of Ella’s head at the bottom of a large blank page.  Out of her head 

draw speech and thought bubbles with the things that come into her mind during this 

chapter and the things that she says. (L) 

6. Why has Ella’s father gone to Australia? (L) 

7. What suggestion has Ella’s granny for how her dad could occupy himself if he came 

home? (L) 

8. How many pancakes did Ella eat? (L) 

9. How would you describe the tone that Ella’s granny used on the phone? (H) 

10. In pairs, write the conversation that took place between Ella’s granny and the council.  

Dramatise it for your class. (H) 

11. How much will it cost to get Storm back? (L) 

12. What message does Ella’s granny send to Johnny? (L) 

 

These People 

 

1. Complete a Venn diagram on the characters of Ella and Johnny.  On each side of the 

diagram write the characteristics that Ella and Johnny do not share.  In the middle 

write what it is that they have in common.  See example. (L) WORKSHEET NO.18 

2. Why did Ella not want her granny to be in the secret room? (L) 

3. What was Ella’s granny doing when they arrived? (L) 

4. What does Ella wonder about Annie the dog? (L) 

5. How do we know that Ella is a very polite child? (H) 

6. Ella’s granny recorded her telephone conversation with the department.  What does 

this tell us about her? (H) 

7. Does what happened to Storm seem fair? (L) 

8. What did the woman in the department mean by ‘these people’? (L) 
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A Bit of a Plan 

 

1. Ella’s granny draws out a chart to help her think clearly.  Work in groups of three.  

Use a close reading of the book to help you to replicate that chart.  Present the chart to 

the class explaining how the pictures represent people and places that might be useful 

in the investigation. (L) 

2. What good idea does Johnny have? (L) 

3. Why does Johnny think that even people who might have information might not share 

it? (H) 

4. Who lives near the field and might have seen something? (L) 

5. Johnny is not convinced that photos of tyre tracks and broken gates will help.  Why 

does he feel like this? (H) 

 

Whistling Tunes for Mr Delaney 

 

1. Why do you think Mr Delaney was in bad humour? (L) 

2. What had Mr Delaney been doing the last time that Ella met him? (L) 

3. When, according to Ella’s granny might you find Mr Delaney in a good mood? (L) 

4. What message does Mr Delaney have for Ella’s dad? (L) 

5. Mr Delaney can be quite rude.  Give two examples of his rudeness. (L) 

6. What made Delaney’s mood improve? (L) 

7. What was the name of the tune that Johnny whistled? (L) 

8. Where had Johnny learnt the tune from? (L) 

9. ‘Ella’s arms started getting sore but she wasn’t going to be the first one to ask for a 

break.’ What does this tell us about Ella’s character? (H) 

10. Why is it that Delaney cannot go to the council offices with them? (L) 

11. What do they ask him to do instead? (L) 
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Too Many Horses Anyway 

 

1. How did Ella feel when her granny asked if anyone needed to use the loo? (L) 

2. Why do you think she felt like this? (H) 

3. What comment do you think Ella’s granny would like to have made when Ella said 

that they would both sit in the back? (H) 

4. How do Ella and Johnny feel once they’ve reached the council offices? (L) 

5. How many days are left before Storm can be saved? (L) 

6. The meeting takes place at what time?  Work out how many hours and minutes Ella 

and Johnny have to save Storm? (H) 

7. Is Ella’s granny nervous?  How can we tell? (H) 

8. What is Johnny’s Plan B? (L) 

9. How does Ella first know that the meeting has not gone well? (L) 

10. Why did Ella’s granny ask Johnny to go and get the code and not Ella? (L) 

11. Why do you think the people in the environment department are irritated with Ella’s 

granny? (H) 

12. What did Johnny over hear when he went to get the code? (L) 

 

A Spider-Free Lane 

 

1. Why did Ella’s granny refuse to get rid of Spiders? (L) 

2. ‘It was one of the very small downsides of coming down to live here.’  Do up a list of 

the Pros and Cons of Ella coming to live with her granny. (L) 

3. Why is Ella impatient for the morning? (L) 

4. Ella’s granny has made a promise to Johnny.  Do you think she’ll be able to keep it? 

(L) 

5. What information did Louie have when Ella’s granny spoke to her? (L) 

6. What was contained in the folder that Ella’s granny carried? (L) 

7. Look up the meaning of the word ‘mollified’ in the dictionary.  Use it in a sentence. 

(H) 
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Twenty-Four Hours in a Day 

 

1. What does Johnny want to do? (L) 

2. What is the name of the woman who questions Johnny? (L) 

3. What do you think the woman was trying to achieve by questioning Johnny? (H) 

4. Why is Storm’s licence in Johnny’s father’s name? (H) 

5. What thought occurs to Ella? (H) 

 

A Little Bit of Good 

 

1. Open out your copybook to two clean pages side by side.  Imagine you can see the 

thoughts over both Ella’s and Johnny’s heads.  Draw what you see for each of them. 

(L) 

2. How did they transport the horses to Kiltermon? (L) 

3. Draw the thoughts that are above Ella’s granny’s head when she emerges from the 

office. (L) 

4. How did Johnny know that the news wasn’t good? (L) 

5. What did Mrs Dalton say to Ella’s granny this time? (L) 

6. What did the people in the pound tell Mrs Dalton? (L) 

7. Why does Ella’s granny refuse to go along with her plan of calling the pound? (H) 

8. ‘‘But, Granny, they’re lying so it would just be one lie cancelling out another lie.’   

‘Doesn’t work like that, Ella; two lies are two lies. You add them, you don’t take one 

away from another.’ Do you agree with Ella or her granny? (L) 

9. What idea does Johnny have? (L) 

10. Does Ella’s granny feel confident?  How do we know? (H) 

11. What did Mrs Dalton agree to? (L) 

12. What does Ella’s granny always try to do? (H) 

 

Cousins and Pups 

 

1. Why does Ella’s granny need to visit Johnny’s father? (L) 

2. Why do you think Johnny is reluctant for them to visit? (H) 

3. How many children are in Johnny’s family? (L) 

4. What kind of a welcome does Johnny’s father give them? (L) 
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5. Does Johnny’s father believe the council?  Why do you think he feels this way? (H) 

6. ‘‘I used to have horses, until –’ She stopped herself.’  Why do you think Ella’s granny 

stops herself here? (H) 

7. How many pups were there? (L) 

8. What kind of pups were they? (L) 

9. Johnny is feeling more confident about getting Storm back.  How do we know this? 

(H) 

 

Dandelion and May 

 

1. What was Ella going to suggest before her granny stopped her? (L) 

2. What did Johnny’s da give them?  Would he have given them these things if he didn’t 

have hope? (L) 

3. How might the bucket of nuts help get Storm into the box? (L) 

4. What, according to Ella’s granny is the only thing we can be certain about? (L) 

5. ‘Ella held her breath as she saw the uncertainty of her granny’s thoughts wobbling 

softly above her head.’ Draw what this might have looked like to Ella. (H) 

6. Collect old shoeboxes.  Make a diorama of the secret room. (L) DETAILED after 

worksheet no.18 

7. Ella’s granny admired Johnny’s way of preserving his grandma’s memory.  How did 

she preserve her daughter’s memory? (L) 

8. Why do you think Ella’s granny hadn’t told her about May before? (L) 

9. What did May love most in the world? (L) 

10. At what age did May first start learning to ride? (L) 

11. What often happened between Ella and her granny? (L) 

12. Measure out seventeen hands against your classroom wall.  How tall was Giant in 

centimetres? (L) 

13. What was different about Orla Mackey’s voice as she told this story? (L) 

14. How did Ella’s granny mount Black Molly? (L) 

15. What was it that scared Giant? (L) 

16. How did he react when he saw the hare? (L) 

17. What did the doctor say to Orla about how her daughter died? (L) 

18. Complete a Venn diagram comparing the character of Orla Mackey to John Joyce. (L) 

19. Write a eulogy for May Mackey. (H) WORKSHEET NO.19 
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20. How does Ella’s granny explain her feelings after May’s death? (H) 

21. What does Ella’s granny do in the room? (L) 

22. What prompted Ella’s granny to tell her about May? (H) 

23. How does Johnny remember his granny? (L) 

24. What does Ella’s granny promise her will change? (L) 

 

 

The Longest Journey 

 

1. Why did Johnny sleep well on this particular night? (L) 

2. What did Johnny’s da buy for Delaney’s gate? (L) 

3. How does Johnny describe Ella’s granny to his little brother? (L) 

4. Why does Mikey bless himself when he mentions his grandma? (L) 

5. What helped the time to pass on the journey to Kiltermon? (L) 

6. What had Ella’s granny not thought of? (L) 

7. Compose the email from Mrs Dalton to the pound. (H) 

8. What do Ella and Johnny plan to do when Orla is in the office? (L) 

9. Why might the pound men go into a closed field to take a horse? (L) 

 

Time is Up 

1. Why do you think the pound was surrounded by fences and strong gates? (L) 

2. Even though the tyre tracks match those of the jeep it doesn’t mean that they have 

concrete evidence.  Explain. (H) 

3. ‘Could be his time was up.’  What does the man at the pound mean by this statement? 

(L) 

4. Why do you think the man in the blue overalls yelled? (L) 

5. Why do you think Ella was crying? (L) 

6. Why was the small horse distressed? (H) 

 

A Small Herd 

 

1. Who suggests that both children sit in the back this time? (L) 

2. What does Ella name the small horse? (L) 

3. How does Ella’s granny know what Ella was thinking? (L) 
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4. ‘They were the same, the very same, she and her granny.’ What does Ella mean by 

this? (L) 

5. Where are Storm and Smartie going to stay for the moment? (L) 

 

 

Dreaming of Tadhg 

 

1. Why wasn’t Ella’s granny fully pleased with Ella and Johnny’s behaviour at the 

pound? (L) 

2. Ella is thinking ahead.  What does she suggest to her granny for a time when Storm 

isn’t keeping Smartie company? (L) 

3. Research ‘My Lovely Horse Rescue.’  How can people help this charity?  (L) 

4. Watch the My Lovely Horse presentation on horse care. (H) 

5. Ella’s granny predicts her next question.  What is it? (H) 

6. What is Ella’s granny going to be doing while Ella looks up the My Lovely Horse 

website? (L) 

7. Which horse do you think Ella will choose if she gets the chance? (L) 

8. What helped her to decide on this horse? (L) 

9. What did Ella’s granny’s joy look like? (H) 

10. What was the only thing more important than horses in Ella’s head? (H) 

 

Just a Small Rumble of Happiness 

 

1. Why do you think Mikey hid behind the gate post? (L) 

2. How much did Ella’s granny pay for Smartie? (L) 

3. How did she bargain with the pound? (L) 

4. What is Ella’s secret? (L) 

5. Is there a difference in the type of secrets that people can keep? (H) 

6. Come up with some examples of types of secrets e.g happy secrets (H) 

7. ‘… a small rumble of happiness.’  We can experience happiness in lots of different 

ways.  Can you describe how you’ve sometimes felt the feeling of happiness? (H) 
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Worksheet no.1 

A Trip Down Memory Lane  

A Space to record someone’s favourite memory 

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________ 
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Worksheet no.2 

Menu  

Breakfast   

Option 1: 

 

Option 2: 

 

Drinks: 

Lunch  

Option 1: 

 

Option 2: 

 

Drinks: 

Dinner  

Starters:  

 

Main Course: 

 

Dessert:  
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Worksheet no.3 

Monologue in the Pantry  
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 



28	
	

Worksheet no.4 

 

 

Facts About Dubbo 

1.______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
2.______________________________
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
3.______________________________
_______________________________
4.______________________________ 
_______________________________
_______________________________
5.______________________________
_______________________________ 
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Worksheet no.5 

 

 

Gifts I inherited from my parents/grandparents 

1._______________________________________
_________________________________________ 

2._______________________________________
_________________________________________ 

3._______________________________________
_________________________________________ 

4._______________________________________
_________________________________________ 

5._______________________________________
_________________________________________ 

6._______________________________________
_________________________________________
7._______________________________________
_________________________________________ 
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Worksheet no.6 

 
Ways in which Ella’s granny shows she loves her 

1.________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
2.________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
3.________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
4.________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
5.________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________ 
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Worksheet no.7 

 

Fact File 

Name: 
Age: 
Nationality: 
Hometown: 
Talents/Skills: 
Siblings: 
Grandparents 
Physical Characteristics:  
Hobbies: 
Favourite Sayings: 
Greatest flaw: 
Best quality: 
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Worksheet no.8 

 

Menu  

Breakfast   

Option 1: 

 

Option 2: 

 

Drinks: 

Lunch  

Option 1: 

 

Option 2: 

 

Drinks: 

Dinner  

Starters:  

 

Main Course: 

 

Dessert:  

Worksheet no.9 
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Facts and Falsehoods 
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Worksheet no.10 

 

 

 

 
  

Do you wish you had a horse like Black Molly? 
Now you can pick your own racehorse name 
by following these fun instructions! 
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First of all, choose your favourite colour from 
the wheel below ... 
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Next, pick the word that goes with your 
birthday month ... 

  
  
  

January - Golden 

Febuary - Happy 

March - Breezy 

April - Fluffy 

May - Gallant 

June – Proud 

July - Mysterious 

August - Unique 

September - Silver 

October - Dashing 

November - Jumpy 

December - Lovely 
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Finally, pick the word that’s next to the first 
letter of your name and add it to the other two 

words to reveal your racehorse name. 
 

 

A - Knight 

B - Moonlight 

C - Rocket 

D - Thunder 

E - Captain 

F - Wizard 

G - Lightning 

H - Champion 

I - Race 

J - Agent 

K - Beast 

L - Admiral 

M - Hero 

N - Star 

O - Dreamer 

P - Flyer 
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Q - Storm 

R - Prince 

S - Shadow 

T - Diamond 

U - Snowflake 

V - Sunshine 

W - King 

X - Fairy 

Y - Angel 

Z - Tornado 

  
Now you have your very own racehorse name. 

Giddy up!  
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Worksheet no.11 

 

Activity:  Study the anatomy of the horse.  On the first day concentrate on the parts of 
the horse’s body from the back forwards to the muzzle.  On the second day try to 
memorise the body parts from the back down to the hoof.  Have a partner test you.  One 
person holds the picture with the anatomy labelled while the other person points at the 
body parts on the unlabelled pictured and names from memory.  Swap.   
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Worksheet no.12 
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Worksheet no.13 

 

To Do List 

!	 	

!	 	

!	 	

!	 	

!	 	

!	 	

!	 	

!	 	

!	 	

!	 	

!	 	

!	 	
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Four Corners Debate 
Ella should not have sought her granny’s help. 
Subjects 

Arts & Humanities 
• Language Arts 
Social Studies 
• Civics 
• Current Events 
 

Brief Description 

This debate strategy gets kids thinking and moving. 

Objectives 

Students will 
• listen to a statement on a controversial topic (Ella should not have 

sought her granny’s help) and decide if they strongly agree, agree, 
disagree, or strongly disagree with the statement. 

• work in groups to record information in support of their position. 
• reconsider their stance in light of new information. 
• write a concise paragraph expressing their opinion about the 

statement. 

Keywords 

debate, four corner, agree, disagree, persuasive, point of view, 
summarize, writing, strategy 

Materials Needed 

• four posters, each labelled in large letters with one of the 
following: Strongly Agree, Agree, Disagree, Strongly Disagree 

• a statement for discussion (provided) 
• writing paper and pencils 

Lesson Plan 

This simple and active strategy helps students focus their thinking 
about topics of debate as they prepare to write a well-supported 
paragraph stating their position. 
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Before the Lesson 
Create four posters/signs printed in large letters with the following 
labels, one label per sign: 

• Strongly Agree 
• Agree 
• Disagree 
• Strongly Disagree 
Place each poster in a different corner of the classroom. 

The Lesson  
Present to students a statement that takes a stand on an issue of interest 
to students or of importance to the world. 

Select a statement appropriate for your students, read aloud the 
statement, and give students 5 minutes to collect their thoughts about 
the topic. Then ask students if they 

• strongly agree, 
• agree, 
• disagree, or 
• strongly disagree 
with the statement. Direct those who strongly agree to move to the 
corner of the classroom where the Strongly Agree sign is posted, those 
who agree to move to the corner of the classroom where the Agree 
sign is posted, and so on... 

Hopefully, you have four groups gathered in different corners of the 
classroom. Appoint one student in each corner to be the note taker, 
and give students 5-10 minutes to discuss with the other students in 
their corner the reasons they strongly agree, agree, disagree, or 
strongly disagree. 

At the end of the discussion period, ask one student from each group 
to share with the class some of the ideas they discussed in their group. 

Perhaps one of the four groups made such a strong case that some 
students have changed their minds about their reaction to the 
statement. If that is the case, at this point in the activity give students 
an opportunity to change corners. 

Extension Activity 

• Have students come up with their own discussion topics. 
• Over a couple class periods, use the four corner strategy to discuss 

three or four different statements. Then have students write a 
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position paper on the statement they have the strongest feelings 
about. 

• Provide time for students to read aloud their papers. Then provide 
time for peer reaction. First, ask students to share only positive 
comments about their classmates' papers; then provide time for 
students to share only constructive criticism. ("You might have 
done this differently") 
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Worksheet no.14A 
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Worksheet no.14B 
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Superstitions                                                                                                        WORKSHEET  14C 

Exercise 1 
Try this quiz on superstitions. 

1. To bring good luck, what might some people say immediately after mentioning something 
that they hope will (or won’t) happen in the future? (e.g. ‘I think I’ll probably pass my 
exam next week, _________.’) 

 

a) ‘Touch ground’ (and then touch the floor or, if they are outside, the ground) 
b) ‘Touch wood’ (and then touch something nearby that is made of wood) 
c) ‘Touch beast’ (and then touch an animal, such as a dog or cat, if there is one nearby) 
 

2. Which of these animals is supposed to bring bad luck if you see one of them, but good 
luck if you see two of them together? 

 

a) A black and white cow 
b) A black and white cat 
c) A magpie (a wild bird that is black and white) 
 

3. Which of these objects is supposed to bring good luck if you attach it to the outside of 
your house above the front door? 

 

a) A shoe belonging to one of the builders who built the house 
b) A horseshoe (but only if the curved part is at the bottom, in the shape of a ‘U’) 
c) A shoe belonging to a child living in the house (but only if it is the left shoe) 
 

4. What is the superstition associated with the thirteenth day of a month falling on a Friday? 
 

a) The day is unlucky, so there is a high chance of bad things happening 
b) People born on Friday 13th have special powers, such as an ability to see into the future 
c) The day is lucky, so there is a high chance of good things happening 
 

5. Which of these parts of a dead animal is supposed to bring good luck if you carry it with 
you? 

 

a) The skin of a snake 
b) The tail of a mouse   
c) The foot of a rabbit 
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6. Which of these is supposed to bring bad luck? 
 

a) Walking under a ladder (e.g. if you are walking along a pavement next to a building and 
there is a long ladder leaning against the side of the building) 

b) Talking to your mother-in-law on a Saturday 
c) Having a red rose grow in your garden 
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Superstitions                                                                                                        WORKSHEET  14  D 

Rob: How much did you get your flight to Milan for? 

Danny: Two hundred and twenty quid. 

Rob: Was that the cheapest they had? 

Danny: No. It would have been one hundred and fifty to leave on Friday morning, 
then I realised it was Friday 13th, so I decided I’d go on the Sunday instead. 

Rob: You paid an extra seventy quid because you didn’t want to fly on Friday 
13th? 

Danny: Look, I’m not superstitious – it’s just, well, you know … just in case. 

Rob: You’re hilarious! Not superstitious, you say! Will you take your lucky 
rabbit’s foot with you on the plane? What about a horseshoe? I’m not sure 
you’d get that through the metal detector. 

Danny: Very funny. Look, of course I know it’s not rational- 

Rob: You can say that again! What will you do if you see a magpie on the way to 
the airport? Turn back and go by train instead? Honestly, I’ve never heard 
anything like it. 

Danny: Well, I have. What about you and your red socks? 

Rob: Oh, that’s different. 

Danny: How? 

Rob: Arsenal have only ever lost two matches when I’ve been wearing them. 

Danny: So they don’t always work, then? 

Rob: No, not quite. But the times I’ve forgotten to wear them, which isn’t often, 
Arsenal have never won. That’s the difference – my behaviour is based on 
evidence, yours isn’t. 

Danny: I see. And how do your socks affect the Arsenal players’ performance? 
Don’t tell me – they look at the stands in the middle of the game, pick you 
out in the middle of 60,000 people, spot that you’re not wearing red socks, 
and start getting freaked out. 

Rob: I don’t know how it works, mate. It’s one of the great mysteries of the 
universe. 
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Superstitions                                                                                                        WORKSHEET  14 E 

Exercise 2 
Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F), or if the text doesn’t say 
(D). 

 

1.  Danny has decided not to fly to Madrid at all. 

2. Danny denies that he is superstitious. 

3.  Rob says Arsenal have never lost when he’s worn his red socks. 

4.  There have been three occasions on which Rob has forgotten to wear his red socks to 
Arsenal games. 

5.  Danny will be flying to Madrid on a Sunday morning. 

6.  Danny’s flight on Friday 13th would have been in the morning. 

7.  Rob finds Danny’s behaviour amusing. 

8.  Rob travels by plane less often than Danny. 

 
Exercise 3 
Answer the questions about the text on Worksheet A. 

 

1. How much extra money did Danny have to pay to avoid flying on Friday 13th? 

2.  Rob and Danny agree on one point regarding Danny’s superstition – what is it? 

3. What problem does Rob suggest Danny would have if he wanted to take a horseshoe with 
him on the plane?  

4. In what way does Rob think his own superstitious behaviour is different from Danny’s?  

5.  The text mentions three other superstitions (two involving things that bring good luck, 
and one that brings bad luck) – what are they? 

6.  There are two examples of slang words or expressions in the text – what are they? 

7.  Would you say that Rob and Danny respect each other’s superstitions? Justify your 
answer.  

8. What do you think is the relationship between Rob and Danny, and why? 
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Exercise 4 
Complete the crossword below. If all the words are correct, reading from top to bottom will 
be the first words some British people still say after they wake up on the first day of every 
month. The traditional belief is that these words bring good luck.  

      1           

 2                

      3           

  4               

    5             

                 

  6               

     7            

       8          

       9          

      10           

    11             

   12              

 

1. Rob says Arsenal have only lost ___________ when he’s been wearing his lucky red 
socks.  

2.  Rob suggests to Danny that it wouldn’t be a good idea to go to the airport with a 
___________. 

3.  Danny is going to travel to ___________. 

4.  Danny doesn’t believe Rob’s socks can ___________ how well Arsenal play. 

5. Danny would have ___________ 70 pounds if he had chosen to fly on Friday 13th.  
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6.  Rob says there is evidence that Arsenal’s ___________ get worse when he doesn’t wear 
his red socks. 

7.  Danny imagines Rob sitting in one of the ___________ at the Arsenal stadium. 

8.  Rob thinks his ___________ is more rational than Danny’s. 

9. Rob asks if Danny would turn ___________ on his way to the airport if he suddenly saw 
a magpie.  

10. Rob seems to think Danny’s decision not to fly on Friday 13th is ___________. 

11. Rob says the connection between his choice of socks and Arsenal’s results is a 
__________. 

12. Rob hasn’t often forgotten to wear his red socks when watching Arsenal ___________. 
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Worksheet no.15 
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Worksheet no.16 

 

 
Complete the chart of animals and their corresponding 
sounds 
Use your iPads to help research the answers 
 

Apes Gibber 

Bees 
 

Bears Growl 

Bitterns Boom 

Blackbirds 
 

Bulls Bellow 

Camels Grump 
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Canaries sing or quaver 

Cats meow, purr,  

Calves Bleat 

Chickens 
 

Cocks Crow 

Cows moo or low 

Crows Caw 

Cuckoos cry, cuckoo 

Deer 
 

Dolphins Click 

Donkeys Bray 

Dogs bark, bay, howl, and yelp 

Doves Coo 

Ducks Quack 

Eagles 
 

Elephants Trumpet 

Falcons Chant 
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Flies Buzz 

Foxes bark and yelp 

Frogs 
 

Geese cackle and hiss 

Grasshoppers chirp and pitter 

Grouse we speak of the “drumming” of the 
grouse 

Guineafowls cry “come back” 

Guineapigs Squeak 

Hares Squeak 

Hawks Scream 

Hens cackle and cluck 

Horses neigh and whinny 

Hyenas Laugh 

Jackals Howl 

Kittens 
 

Lambs baa and bleat 
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Larks Sing 

Lions Roar 

Magpies 
 

Mice squeak and squeal 

Monkeys chatter and gibber 

Nightingales pipe and warble 

Owls hoot and screech 

Parrots Talk 

Peacocks Scream 

Pigeons Coo 

Pigs grunt, squeak, and squeal 

Robins Chirp 

Rooks Caw 

Sheep baa or bleat 

Snakes 
 

Sparrows chirp or yelp 

Stags bellow and call 
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Swallows Twitter 

Swans Cry 

Thrushes Whistle 

Tigers Growl 

Whales 
 

Wolves Howl 
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Worksheet no.17 

	

Phone Book Activity 

Check your phone book to answer the following questions.  

1. What is the first entry?  

2. What is the last entry?  

3. On what page is your family’s name listed?  

4. How many last names begin with the same letter as yours? (Count the listings in one 
column and multiply by the number of columns.)  

5. Which letter takes up the most pages?  

6. Which letters takes up the fewest pages?  

Estimate: how many Smiths there are in your phone book. 

 

Phone Book Activity:  

What Does Your Phone Book Include? After looking at the covers of your phone book, 
answer the following questions.  

1. What are the area codes served?  

2. What is the name of your telephone company? 

 3. What is the picture on the front cover of your phone book?  

4. What is the date of your phone book? Why is the date important?  

5. Does your phone book include the Yellow Pages?  

6. What is on the back cover?  

7. How is the inside back cover used? 

 

Phone Book Activity: 

List the name of the shop, store, restaurant, office, business, etc., the address, the phone 
number and the page where you found the information.  

Who would you contact or where would you go if …  
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1. You wanted to eat Chinese Food  

2. You needed to go to the Optometrist  

3. You wanted to buy some photography equipment 

 4. You needed materials for building an addition on to your home  

5. You needed new bedroom furniture  

6. You wanted to buy a new appliance (stove, refrigerator, etc.) 
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Worksheet no.18 

Venn Diagram 
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DIORAMA PROJECT INSTRUCTIONS 

Keepsake by Paula Leyden 

 

DIRECTIONS 

Make a diorama of Ella’s granny’s ‘secret room’. Familiarise yourself with the details 
of the room.  Then, build your diorama.  As you research your project, make a list of 
the supplies that you need so you are organized and ready to go. 

Possible Supplies 
Shoe box or slightly larger box 
Construction paper on which to design background scene 
Scissors 
Markers and/or crayons 
Figures to recreate the scene 

Matchboxes for furniture 
Tape 
Thread  
Glue  

Diorama: “a life-size, three-dimensional scene from nature or history.” 

HOW TO MAKE A DIORAMA 

1. Find a box at least as big as a shoe box - a slightly larger box works even better. 
Cover the outside of the box with construction paper. 

2. Decide on a scale. This is key, because a diorama becomes believable to the extent 
that it looks "real." If you've got a focus (a Barbie doll, a particular plastic dinosaur), 
use that scale. 

3. Collect your materials - human and/or animal figures, matchboxes to make a bed, 
dollhouse furniture and miniature foods for an interior scene.  

4. Decide on a background - you can paint or draw your own or use wallpaper or 
wrapping paper (or anything else you can find). Remember, though, that the 
background images should be consistent with the scale you've chosen. Decorate the 
Walls: Most dioramas have three walls or views, a ceiling or sky and a floor, ground 
or base. You need to decorate these inside walls first. There are lots of ways to do 
this. You can paint them or colour them with markers, crayons or paint. You can 
measure them, cut construction or other paper to fit on them, and glue that on. Or you 
can go to your computer and design something to look more realistic.  

5. Build your diorama working from the back to the front - start with the 
background (don't forget the sky/ceiling and ground/floor). Then place large objects 
such as furniture. The smallest objects should go farthest forward. Use glue to secure 
the objects. 

6.  Attach a title to the box where it can easily be seen. 
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Worksheet no.19 

 

 

 

A eulogy is a well-crafted speech intended to commemorate a loved one who has died. It is 
usually presented at a memorial service or funeral by someone who was close to the deceased 
and knows them well. A eulogy may contain: • a condensed life history of the person who 
has died • details about family, friends, work/career, interests, and achievements • favourite 
memories of the deceased. 

Eulogy for May Mackey 

_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 
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Art Project 

Stained Glass Horse Heads 
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Instructions: 

• Print the horse head template. 
• Paint or colour the entire horse head black and let dry. 
• Cut out the horse head.  This may require adult assistance for young 

children. 
• Print the border. 
• Paint or colour the entire border black and let dry. 
• Place the border on a piece of paper at least as large as the border (you 

can always trim it smaller later). 
• Tear different colours of tissue paper into pieces (It looks better when you 

tear them than when you cut them).  You can make little squares or long 
strips like we did.  Whatever you think looks pretty! 

• Glue the tissue to the paper, make sure you overlap the colours a little. 
• Let dry. 
• Practice positioning your horse head and border so you know about 

where they need to be placed. 
• Glue the horse head onto the "stained glass". 
• Glue the border over the craft so the horse head touches the left side, 

bottom of the border. 
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Further Resources 

 
• Daily Lesson Tweet   
• Reading Record 
• Chapter Summary 
• Pros and Cons of coming to live with Granny 
• Wanted Poster 
• Cartoon Strip 
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