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HOW TO BAKE A SAUSAGE DOG  BY KIRSTEN REINHARDT 
 

 
Before you read 
 
Think about the title. What is a sausage dog? It sounds edible – but is it really? If not, 
what could the title mean? Is this really going to be a book that tells you how to bake a 
dog. Why on earth would anyone want to do that? Do you think anyone would actually 
eat a sausage dog (even if it was baked)? So why do you think there might be something 
about such a mad idea in a book? Does this give you a clue about the kind of book this is 
going to be?  
 
Do you like the cover? What do you like (or not like) about it? The boy on the cover is 
wearing a funny hat. It looks like it might be made out of newspaper. Can you think why 
he might have a hat like that? (Have you ever made a hat out of newspaper? It’s not 
difficult. You could give it a try.) Do you think this is a serious hat you might wear to 
keep your head warm or dry, or is it a joke?  
 
Who do you think the boy on the cover might be? (You should look on the back cover 
too: the blurb might give you a clue.)  
 
From looking at the cover, have you any idea what this book might be about or can you 
at least guess what kind of book it is? What do you think? 
 
What age group would you think this book is for? What makes you think that?  
 
You’ve probably never heard of the author. Can you think why that might be? 
 
Have you ever heard of the illustrator? He’s illustrated quite a lot of books. Google him 
and see if you know any of his other books. Take a quick flick through the book and see 
what you think of the illustrations. Do you like them?  
 
Who published this book, and where was it published? Can you work this out without 
opening the book? (Look on the spine and on the back of the book.) If not, open it and 
see if you can find this information on the inside. 
 
Look at the title page. As you can see, this book has been translated from another 
language. Can you work out what language it was written in before it was translated? (It’s 
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in the book, but you have to hunt for the information.) You could try googling the 
author, but you may not find out very much. Can you guess why? Have you ever heard of 
the translator? You might have, because she is Irish and she writes books for children 
herself. Google her too and find out a bit about her and her books.  
 
 
Chapter 1 
The first chapter introduces us to the main character, Fennymore, who has no parents 
and lives alone. Well, nearly alone. He does have a bicycle.  
 
What is the bicycle’s name? What does it mean? Do you think it’s a good name for a 
bicycle? Has your bike got a name? Or do you give other things names? So why do you 
think Fennymore has given his bike a name? 
 
What do you think about the bicycle? Have you ever read a book before where a bicycle 
is a character in the story? Do you like that idea? 
 
Why does Fennymore live alone (apart from his bicycle)? What do you think might have 
happened to his parents? 
 
And what do you think of Aunt Elsie and her dachshund habit? 
 
Do you think we are meant to believe that there really are people who cook dachshunds 
and eat them? (Clue: The author is actually a vegetarian, so she probably doesn’t really 
think it’s such a great idea!) If not, why do you think this is in the story?  
 
After reading chapter 1, what do you think? Is this going to be a good story? Do you 
want to find out what happens? What makes you want to read on? 
 
Is this going to be a funny book? Is there anything that suggests that it might be a sad 
book? 
 
 
Chapters 2,  3 and 4 
The story gets going in the second chapter. We find out why Aunt Elsie didn’t come to 
lunch with Fennymore as usual on Sunday, and it is kind of sad and kind of funny. Do 
you think it is more sad or more funny?  
 
What do you think about Herr Muckenthaler? Do you think he’s a nice man or a bad 
man? And what about Dr Hourgood? These people will be characters in the book, so it’s 
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a good idea to get to know them a bit the first time you meet them. (Frau Plüsch comes 
into the story later too, but she’s not so important as a character.) 
 
What do you think about the silvery grey gentleman? Is he a normal kind of a person? Is 
there something magic about him? What makes you think that (or not)? Is he scary or 
funny or what do you make of him? 
 
Chapters 5 and 6 
Fennymore goes to Aunt Elsie’s flat and collects a chocolate tin, which he takes home to 
his own house. What do you think might be in it?  
 
And now it turns out that Fennymore’s bicycle has disappeared. What do you think about 
that? Where could it have gone to? How do you think Fennymore is feeling?  
 
Chapters 7 and 8 
We meet a new character, Fizzy, in chapter 7. She’s going to be very important in the 
story, so make sure you get to know her. Do you like her? Do you think Fizzy and 
Fennymore are going to be friends? Do you think she would be a better friend or a worse  
friend than the bicycle?  
 
Fizzy and Fennymore set off to find the bicycle. Do you think they have much chance of 
finding it? How? 
 
But before they leave the house, Fennymore hides his aunt’s chocolate tin in a weird 
place. Do you think it’s a good hiding place? What on earth could be in the tin? 
 
Do you want to go on reading? What do you want to find out?  
 
Chapters 9 and 10 
The story starts to get quite adventurous in this chapter. The two children (and the 
bicycle) meet the silvery grey gentleman again, this time in his house. 
 
What do you think of the silvery grey gentleman after you’ve read chapter 10? Is he a 
good person or a bad person, do you think? What makes you think that? Is he going to 
be a help to Fennymore or not? 
 
By the end of chapter 10, the adventure seems to be going off in a different direction. Is 
it getting a bit scary or is it getting funnier or is it going to be even more adventurous, do 
you think? What makes you think that? 
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Chapters 11 and 12 
When you read chapter 11, you’ll find out what it is that the silvery grey gentleman has 
done to Fennymore’s parents. What do you think of him now?  
 
In chapter 12 we meet Fennymore’s father, but he has been ‘brain-modified’, so he is 
behaving a bit oddly. How do you think Fennymore feels about this? 
 
There is something unusual about the way that Fennymore’s father, Fennibald, talks. 
What is it?  
 
At the end of the chapter, the silvery grey gentleman tells the children that Mr Teabreak 
(or Beardy as the children call him) will soon get better. Do you believe him? Why or why 
not? 
 
What do you think might happen next? 
 
 
Chapter 13 
When Fennymore wakes up at the beginning of this chapter, he thinks he has caught 
Hubert (the silvery grey gentleman) running away, but actually he is on his way back into 
the house, not on his way out of it. What do you think he has been doing while the 
others were asleep? 
 
So then the two kids put Beardy on the bicycle and they all set off for home. Do you 
think they will make it? 
 
Well, they do, actually, but when they get there, things are not as they should be. What do 
you think might be going on? (Clue: Think back to the adults we met earlier in the story. 
One of them is evil. Which one do you think it might be?) 
 
 
Chapter 14 
You only have to read the first few paragraphs of this chapter to realise that someone has 
been searching for something in Fennymore’s house. Fizzy tells Fennymore that when 
her family moved into his aunt’s house, it had been in exactly the same state. So someone 
had been searching Aunt Elsie’s house too. What do you think they might have been 
looking for? (Clue: What kind of work did Fennymore’s parents do, before they 
disappeared? Another clue: What did Fennymore hide in his house before he went off 
with Fizzy to look for Monbijou?) 
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The silvery grey gentleman turns up then, and at first you might think that he is the one 
who has been searching the place, but it turns out to be someone else. Have you guessed 
yet? And have you worked out what he has been looking for in Fennymore’s house? 
 
Yes, of course, it’s the chocolate tin from Aunt Elsie’s house, but Fennymore has 
managed to save it from the clutches of Dr Hourgood. At the end of this chapter, 
Fennymore is in danger, but he has the precious tin. 
 
So, do you want to go on reading? What do you think might happen next?  
 
Chapter 15 
At the beginning of this chapter, Fennymore is on the roof of The Bronx, keeping well 
out of the way of the evil doctor. He has the chocolate tin safe. Then the doctor puts 
something into the boot of the car, and drives away, so it is safe for Fennymore to come 
down off the roof and back into the house. But the others have all disappeared – except 
for Beardy. 
 
Now, you will remember from early on in the story that Fennymore was not very good at 
going to school. And that means that … yes, he can’t read. Or only a little bit. So he isn’t 
able to read the note that someone has left for him – and when Beardy tries to eat the 
note, that only makes matters worse. 
 
Who do you think might have left the note?  
 
And can you work out from the letters that are still visible (on page 75) what the note 
says?  
 
It’s all looking a bit tricky for Fennymore but then he has a clever idea. Read the last page 
of this chapter to find out who he is going to turn to for help.  
 
Chapters 16 and 17 
Fennymore has a tough time looking after his crazy dad on the bus, but eventually they 
do make it to Herr Muckenthaler’s house and the mystery of the note is solved, because 
of course Herr Muckenthaler is able to work out what it says.  
 
Did you get it right? Fizzy has been kidnapped by the evil Dr Hourgood and Fennymore 
is going to have to hand over the chocolate tin to get her back. What on earth could be in 
that tin? 
 
Chapters 18 and 19 
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Have you been wondering where Fizzy has been all this time? Well, we know now that 
Dr Hourgood has kidnapped her, and in this chapter she wakes up to find herself a 
prisoner in his house. She is locked in with a cat – and Fizy is allergic to cats.  
 
Meanwhile, Herr Muckenthaler and Fennymore are trying to come up with a rescue plan.  
 
And the other ‘person’ who is trying to help to rescue Fizzy is, of course, Monbijou, the 
bicycle. 
 
Chapters 21 and 22 
In this chapter, Fennymore arrives at Dr Hourgood’s house and hands over the 
chocolate tin.  
 
Dr Hourgood opens it and inside he finds something a bit unexpected. Can you guess? 
 
Well, read page 104 and you’ll find out what it is. But is this what has been in the tin all 
along? And what is it for? It’s all very mysterious.  
 
Of course the evil doctor does not keep his word and let Fizzy go, just because 
Fennymore has handed over the chocolate tin. In fact, he takes Fennymore captive too, 
but then who turns up to save the day? 
 
You must have guessed! 
 
And so the two kids and the bicycle make good their escape from the evil doctor’s house. 
 
So what’s going to happen now? Where has Dr Hourgood gone? And has he worked out 
whatever it was that he wanted to work out? Has Fennymore really given him what it was 
that he wanted? 
 
Chapter 23 
Everyone ends up back at The Bronx. Including Beardy (Fennyumore’s mad dad, whose 
real name is Fennibald and who, you will remember, is really an inventor).  
 
Fizzy and Fennymore, Herr Muckenthaler and Beardy manage to get the better of the 
evil Dr Hourgood, and they tie him up in clothes line that used to belong to Aunt Elsie.  
 
A lovely thing happens at the end of this chapter. It has to do with Beardy and 
Fennymore. Can you guess what it might be? Read to the end of the chapter to find out. 
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Chapters 24 and 25 
We’re coming to the end of the story now. Everyone is in Fennymore’s house, The 
Bronx. Dr Hourgood is still unconscious, and Hubert, the silvery grey gentleman, is 
delighted about how it has all turned out.  
 
What do you think about Hubert? Has he been a good person or a bad person in this 
story? (That’s not an easy question to answer.) 
 
Fizzy’s family all arrives and everyone has a lovely feast of pancakes, made by Fizzy’s 
mum. And the evil doctor gets brain-modified, so now he knows what it feels like.  
 
Chapter 26 
In the last chapter, the real key to Fennymore’s dad’s invention capsule is found, and 
Fennymore and his father go there to see the great invention that Dr Hourgood has gone 
to such lengths to try to find.  
 
It’s called a brumella.  
 
You can work out what that is, when you look at the last picture in the book. And you 
can understand why it is so very important when you remember the kind of weather they 
had in the area where Fennymore lives.  
 
Afterwards 
So, did you enjoy the story? It is totally mad, but a lot of fun too, isn’t it? The plot is 
quite complicated, which makes it a bit hard to follow at times, but the good thing is that 
you can read it a few times without getting tired of it, and after about the third read, 
you’ll probably have got it all worked out. 
 
Who was your favourite character in the story? 
What was your favourite chapter? 
Which is your favourite illustration? 
 
Pick one chapter and give it a good read through again. Then tell someone (who has not 
read the book) what happens in that chapter. You’ll probably have to fill in a lot of 
information for them so that they can understand it, but this is a really good way to 
understand how the story works.  
 
And finally, look at the front cover again and see if it makes more sense to you now that 
you have read the book.  


