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Hello! 

 
My name is Sam and I am a writer. I have written two books for young readers: 
the first is called Wolfstongue and the second is The Fox’s Tower. They are 

about children who discover a hidden world called the Forest, where animals 
speak. 
 
This Reading Guide introduces you to The Fox’s Tower. Part 1 takes you through 
the story step by step and gives you questions and exercises to try. Part 2 gives 
you some more ideas to think about once you have finished the story.  

 
I hope you enjoy the book. 
 

 
  



 

 

PART 1 – READING GUIDE 

  



About The Fox’s Tower 
 
The Fox’s Tower is about a girl called Willow who is twelve years old. The story 

begins when she looks out of her bedroom window late at night, and sees her 
dad in the back garden, talking to three foxes. She is not happy about this, 
because her dad often talks to animals and she thinks it is weird and 
embarrassing. But then a monstrous creature like a giant wolf appears, and 
drags Willow’s dad away. Willow is scared to follow into the dark woods at the 
bottom of the garden, but she sets off to rescue him. 

 
The Fox’s Tower is a sequel to Wolfstongue. The main character in Wolfstongue 
is a boy called Silas who makes friends with a wolf called Isengrim. Silas goes 
into the Forest and helps Isengrim and his wolf-pack to escape from the foxes 
and their leader, Reynard, who want the wolves to be their slaves. 
 

I wrote The Fox’s Tower because when I finished writing Wolfstongue I still had 
lots of ideas about the characters and the world they lived in. I especially had 

ideas about what Reynard, the clever and sneaky leader of the foxes, would do 
next — so I decided to write about that. 
 

• Can you think of a story you like -- maybe a book or a film you’ve 
enjoyed -- and come up with an idea for a sequel: a story about what 
happens to the characters after the end of the story you know? 

 
 
  



Illustrations  
 
The Fox’s Tower is illustrated with pictures by Anna Tromop, an artist from 

Norway. While I was writing the book, I sent chapters to Anna so she could 
draw pictures based on what I had written. Then she sent me her pictures, and 
they helped me to add more to the chapters. Writing and drawing are two 
different ways of imagining, but they go together very well.  
 

• Do you prefer writing or drawing? What can writing do that drawing 

can’t? What can drawing do that writing can’t?  
 

• Find a story that you like and draw an illustration for it.  
 

• Find a picture that you like and write a story to go with it. 
 

• Choose a scene from The Fox’s Tower that does not have an 
illustration in the book, and draw one for it. 

 
 
  



Reading The Fox's Tower 
 
This section takes you through the story step by step. When you reach the end 

of each group of chapters, pause and try answering the questions.  
 
 
Before you start reading 
 

• Take a look at the cover of The Fox's Tower. Based on the cover and the 

title, what kind of  story do you think this will be? 
 

• If you have read Wolfstongue, what do you think might happen in this 
sequel? 

 
 

Chapters 1-2: Travelling to the Tower 
 

• What does Willow see that starts her adventure? 
 

• How does Willow feel about her dad at the start of the story?  

 
• Based on what you have read so far, choose three words to describe 

Willow. 
 

• Imagine you are Willow at the end of Chapter 2. Write your thoughts and 
feelings about what has happened to you so far. 

 
 
Chapters 3-7: Exploring the Tower 

 
• Imagine that you have just arrived in the Jumble. Think about all your 

senses: what can you see, hear, smell, taste, touch? 

 
• The fox cubs ask their father a lot of questions. Why do they do this? If 

you were them, what other questions might you ask? 
 

• Choose three words to describe Grimbert the badger. Choose another 

three words to describe Noble the lion. 

 
• What does Noble the lion say about the wolves? Why does he say this? 

 
• At the end of chapter 7, Willow meets Reynard the fox. What do you 

think might happen next? 

 
 
 



Chapters 8-10: Reynard's House 
 

• Willow finds her dad in Reynard’s house. How do you think she feels 

when she finds him? How do you think he feels? 
 

• Reynard creates a wolf-cub out of clay. Imagine that you are this wolf-
cub and you have just come to life. Write what you can see and feel. 

 
• What does Willow find at the top of the white staircase? Why are they up 

there? 
 

• When Reynard magically transforms Willow into a wolf, her sense of 
smell gets much more powerful. Imagine that you were transformed into 
a wolf right now: what might you be able to smell? 

 

 
Chapters 11-12: The Forest 

 
• What is special about the Deep Forest? 

 

• What happens when Willow puts some clay into the pouch? Why does it 
happen? 

 
• When Willow enters the cave, where does she go to? 

 
• In chapter 13 we find out more about Willow’s mother. Choose three 

words to describe how Willow feels about her mother. 
 
 

Chapters 13-16: Noble takes over 
 

• When Reynard gives a speech to all the foxes in the Forum, what is he 

trying to achieve? 
 

• How does Noble manage to take over from Reynard as ruler of the 
Tower? 

 

• Why do the foxes and wolf-shapes destroy the Jumble? 

 
• At the end of chapter 16, the wolf-shapes capture the wolves and 

Willow’s dad. What do you think will happen next? 
 
 

Chapters 17-19: Willow to the rescue 
 

• What are the New Shapes? Why do they copy the fox-cubs? 



 
• How has the Tower changed after Noble taking over? 

 

• What is the secret that Reynard tells Willow? 
 

• How do you think Noble the lion feels about being King? 
 
 
Chapters 20-21: The Tower falls 

 
• One of the wolf-shapes decides to disobey Noble and stop him from 

hurting Willow’s dad. Why does the wolf-shape decide this? 
 

• When the Tower collapses, the animals who lived there have to leave. 
How do you think they feel about this? What do you think they will do 

next? 
 

 
Chapter 22: The End 
 

• At the end of the story, the wolves offer Willow the chance to go back 
into the Forest with them. What do you think would happen to her if she 
did? 

 
 
When you have read the whole novel 

 
Here are some questions about the story as a whole for you to think about and 
discuss. 

 
• Describe the changes between Willow and her dad. How do they feel 

about one another at the beginning of the story, and how do they feel at 

the end? Do you think they are closer or less close? Explain your 
thoughts. 

 
• Choose four objects that symbolize the story of The Fox’s Tower. 

 

• If you were making this book into a film, which actors would you want to 

do the voices of the animal characters? Which actors would you want to 
play Willow and her dad? 

 
• Here are some themes that the novel explores: 

- How humans relate to animals and the natural world 

- How we could create new life forms, and how we might relate to 
them 

- Relationships between children and parents 



- Whether or not we feel hopeful about the future 
- Being brave 

Choose one of these themes that interests you and explain why. 

Alternatively, choose a different theme in the book and explain why that 
one interests you. 

  



 
 

PART 2: MORE TO THINK ABOUT 

 
  



Animal Stories 
 
Apart from Willow and Silas, all the other characters in The Fox’s Tower are 

animals who can talk. Humans love to tell stories about talking animals. Many 
of the oldest stories in the world are talking-animal stories, like Aesop’s fables, 
or tales about Coyote, Crow, Monkey or Anansi the Spider, which have been 
told in different cultures all around the world.  
 
Those stories come from before books existed, but there are so many books 

with talking animals, too. Two of my favourites are The Jungle Book by Rudyard 
Kipling and The Wind In the Willows by Kenneth Grahame. I wonder what it is 
about the idea of talking animals that inspires human storytellers. 
 

• Why do you think people have always loved to tell stories about 
animals who can talk? What are your favourite stories with talking 

animals? 
 

When Willow goes into the Forest to rescue her dad, she discovers a giant 
Tower where lots of talking animals live. She makes friends with three wolves 
called Cú, Liath and Dorcha, and she meets a grumpy badger called Grimbert, 

and a lion called Noble who thinks he should be the king, and Reynard the 
clever fox. 
 
I didn’t make up all those names. Some of them come from old talking-animal 
stories which were written down in medieval times. Reynard the Fox is the 
hero in those stories, and he is a trickster who outwits other animals. His main 

enemy is a wolf called Isengrim, who is bigger than Reynard but always gets 
beaten because Reynard is so clever. One of my inspirations for writing 
Wolfstongue and The Fox’s Tower came from reading those stories. I felt sorry 

for the poor old wolf always losing, so I wanted to write a story with those 
characters which gave him a chance to win. 
 

• Can you think of a story that you would like to re-write so it turns out 
differently, or so that the bad guy becomes the good guy? 

 
  



Allegory 
 
The old medieval stories about Reynard the Fox are allegories. An allegory is a 

type of story where the characters stand for other things. For example, the 
Pixar film Inside Out is an allegory. It’s a story about the little people who live 
inside Riley’s head, but those little people stand for her emotions. The story of 
Joy, Sadness, Fear, Anger, Disgust and Bing Bong is a way of thinking about 
how Riley feels inside herself. 
 

Sometimes writers use talking animal stories to make allegories. Animal Farm 
by George Orwell is a story about some animals who take over a farm, but it is 
also an allegory about events that happened in Russia in the early 20th century, 
when some people took over the country. Each animal in the story stands for a 
particular person in the Russian Revolution.  
 

In the old Reynard the Fox stories, the animals are allegories for different types 
of people. For example, Noble the lion is the king of the animals, because lions 

are often seen as king-like. Isengrim the wolf is the bad guy, because wolves 
are often seen as savage and wicked. 
 

But this shows a way in which stories can be tricky. They can trick you into 
thinking in a certain way. When an old story has a lion as the king, that seems 
to mean that kings are naturally better than other people, just like lions were 
supposed to be better than other animals — bigger, stronger, braver and wiser. 
But is that true in real life? 
 

I put Noble the lion in The Fox’s Tower, but I used him to make a different kind 
of allegory. In The Fox’s Tower he is a selfish lion who thinks he is better than 
other animals and that he deserves to be the king, but is actually very bad at it.  

 
‘Allegory’ can be a hard idea to understand when you’re just thinking about it. 
It makes more sense when you try inventing your own allegory.  

 
• Can you make up a story in which the characters stand for other 

things? 
 
 

  



Towers 
 
The Tower where Willow goes to find her dad is a strange and wonderful place, 

like a giant stone tree as big as a city. In the Tower there are magical creatures 
called ‘shapes’, which Reynard has made from special clay: they are servants 
who keep the Tower going and make sure the foxes who live there have 
everything they need. (The monstrous creature that kidnapped Willow’s dad 
was one of these shapes.) 
 

Lots of stories have towers in them. One of the most famous is the Tower of 
Babel. This is a myth from the Bible about a time when everyone in the world 
spoke the same language. Working together, they started to build a tower so 
tall that it would reach the sky. But God did not want them to do this, so he 
made the people speak different languages. They could not understand one 
another, and the tower fell down. What is this myth about? Perhaps it’s about 

the power of language, or about how people should not challenge God. 
 

The Tower of Babel is a sort of allegory, but it is hard to say for certain what it 
stands for. You could also call it a symbol. One of the exciting things about 
stories is that they can mean more than one thing, or mean different things to 

different people. That’s why stories are so good at helping us understand the 
world. They don’t tell us what to think, but they help us explore what we might 
think. 
 
When I wrote The Fox’s Tower, I found that the Tower was a good way of 
thinking about all kinds of things: about our modern technological world and 

the natural world, and about how humans relate to animals, and about how we 
might relate to other life forms that could exist in the future. 
 

That was one reason to write it. The other reason was that I thought it would 
be cool to write about a city inside an enormous tower filled with animals and 
magical beings. It’s fun to invent amazing places and tell stories about them.  

 
• Can you imagine an amazing building, and invent a story that takes 

place inside it? 
 
  



Reading Suggestions 
 
Books lead to other books. When you read, you can find your way between them 

as if you’re exploring pathways in a forest. Here are some suggestions for 
books you might like. I think The Fox’s Tower links up with all of them by one 
way or another. 
 
Ten Books About Nature 
 

Maybe all books for children are nature-themed, if nature means the world 
beyond ourselves, a world that we didn't create and can't always understand. 
Here are ten wonderful books about what the natural world means to us:  
 
Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendak  
'The night Max wore his wolf suit and made mischief of one kind and another'... 

The land of the Wild Things, where Max travels after being sent to bed without 
his supper, is a glimpse of nature itself: a jungle full of monsters, frightening 

but enticing, both inside and outside his head.  
 
A Wizard of Earthsea by Ursula Le Guin  

In the archipelago of Earthsea, wizards cast their spells by naming: call 
anything by its true name and it is yours to command. Le Guin's book was 
revelatory when I first read it at school. It's a beautiful invented world, a 
thrilling adventure and a new way of understanding how language gives us 
power over the world.  
 

The Owl Service by Alan Garner  
Alison, Roger and Gywn, teenagers staying in a cottage in a remote Welsh 
valley, are mysteriously compelled to re-enact the legend of a tragic love-

triangle that took place there in ancient times. I didn't understand this book 
when I read it as a child and I don't understand it now, but that doesn't matter. 
It's a haunting story of how human lives are shaped by patterns of landscape 

and deep time.  
 

Collected Poems for Children by Ted Hughes  
Hughes's poems for children are a huge compendium of the natural world - 
creatures from flies to pigs, foxes to wolves, limpets to whales, seen freshly 

and made as strange as they really are: 'the beasts who ignore / These ways of 

ours'.  
 
A Child's Garden of Verses by Robert Louis Stevenson  
Stevenson's poems for children seem so light and simple — he said they were 
only 'rhymes' and 'jingles' — but they exactly capture fragments of childhood. 

Above all they evoke the intense, imaginative attention you pay to the tiniest 
details of the natural world when you're small: treasuring the nuts you 
gathered in a wood, or turning a patch of gorse into an imaginary landscape.  



 
Old Possum's Book of Practical Cats by T. S. Eliot  
Eliot's cats are sometimes almost human — they can be gangsters, magicians, 

burglars and actors — but they are always deeply feline as well. It's obvious 
that the poems in Old Possumgrew from long, fond, attentive observation of 
cats, from their habits of 'profound meditation' to the Jellicle cats washing 
behind their ears and drying between their toes for the Jellicle Ball. Fantastical 
as it is, this is a nature book too.  
 

Varjak Paw by S. F. Said  
Varjak Paw is another fantasy that springs from loving familiarity with the 
nature of cats. Varjak is a sheltered Mesopotamian Blue cat who has never left 
the house and garden where he lives. He begins to learn a secret feline martial 
art, and soon finds himself out in the city — where nature is red in tooth and 
claw.  

 
The Lord of the Flies by William Golding  

I read this at school and have never forgotten it. The island where the 
schoolboys are stranded is nature-as-paradise, 'like the Coral Island', but the 
nature that emerges from within the castaways is cruelty and violence, 

superstition and scapegoating. Is that what 'nature' really means?  
 
The Shepherd's Crown by Terry Pratchett  
The final Discworld novel was also the fifth in a sequence about a young witch 
called Tiffany Aching. Tiffany lives on the Discworld's equivalent of the chalk 
downs of Wiltshire where Pratchett grew up, and in these final stories, written 

for younger readers, the great comic fantasist drew a new kind of inspiration 
from the natural environment he knew so well.  
 

The Wind in the Willows by Kenneth Grahame  
The story of Rat, Mole, Toad and Badger creates a sunny myth of a certain kind 
of English landscape, from the banks of the Thames to the Wild Wood. As well 

as messing about on the river and yelling 'poop poop', Grahame's animals often 
seem to long for a state of nature that they can't quite grasp, even when they 

encounter the Great God Pan among the reeds.  
 
 

  



Ten Books about Wolves 
 
Wolves have been prowling through human storytelling from the very 

beginning, scaring and enticing us, standing for the ferocity of the natural 
world and for the wildness we sense inside ourselves. Here are ten great wolf 
books:  
 
The Wolves in the Walls by Neil Gaiman and Dave McKean  
There are wolves in the walls of Lucy's house and if they come out it will be all 

over. Gaiman's text is both playful and incantatory, just as McKean's 
illustrations are equal parts silliness and menace. In my house this is one of our 
favourite picture books ever, but we still sometimes find it a bit too scary. 
Halfway through the book the wolves do come out of the walls, but it turns out 
that even when a wolf is eating your jam and wearing your socks, it isn't really 
all over...  

 
Clever Polly and the Stupid Wolf by Catherine Storr  

Every time the wolf turns up wanting to eat Polly, she outwits him and sends 
him away with an empty stomach. These are funny, reassuring tales, with their 
slapstick comedy and the cheerful ease with which Polly always beats the poor 

old wolf. And yet he keeps coming back, and he really does want to eat her up. I 
can't help wondering what will happen if she lets her guard down one day.  
 
The Wolves of Willoughby Chase by Joan Aiken  
Aiken's Dickensian melodrama introduced me to the concept of alternative 
history: it's set in 'a period of English history that never happened', a 19th 

century in which James III is on the throne and wolves have flooded into Britain 
through a newly constructed Channel Tunnel. These wolves are bloodthirsty 
killers who will ambush trains and hunt down children, but they pale in 

comparison to the human wickedness of Miss Slighcarp, the cruel governess 
who wants to cheat Bonnie out of her inheritance.  
 

Erik The Viking by Terry Jones  
Erik and his men encounter many different creatures, but one of their most 

memorable adventures is on Wolf Mountain. To survive Wolf Mountain, you 
must obey the Law of the Wolves, and most believe this means ruthless killing 
and insatiable hunger. But in truth, as the Great Grey Wolf tells Erik, each wolf 

is 'bound to the other by invisible bonds so strong that nothing can separate us. 

Each of us lives and dies for his comrades. That is the Law of the Wolves.'  
 
The Jungle Book by Rudyard Kipling  
The wolves who adopt Mowgli and raise him according to the Law of the Jungle 
are the archetypal pack, ferociously loyal to their kin. They are the family of 

Mowgli's childhood: 'He grew up with the cubs, though they, of course, were 
grown wolves almost before he was a child, and Father Wolf taught him his 
business, and the meaning of things in the Jungle... every rustle in the grass, 



every breath of the warm night air, every note of the owls above his head, 
every scratch of a bat's claws as it roosted for a while in a tree, and every 
splash of every little fish jumping in a pool'.  

 
Wolf Brother by Michelle Paver  
Six thousand years ago, Torak's father is killed by a demon-possessed bear. 
With the help of his wolf-cub companion, Torak must travel to the Mountain of 
the World Spirit to rid the forest of the demon. Paver's Stone Age adventure is 
especially good at placing us inside unfamiliar ways of seeing the world — both 

the shamanic magic of the ancient humans, and the sharp senses of the wolf 
itself.  
 
The Wolf Wilder by Katherine Rundell  
In Tsarist Russia, aristocrats make wolves into pets, then get rid of them when 
they become troublesome. Feodora and her mother teach these domesticated 

wolves to fend for themselves in the wild. Some of the books in my list see 
wolves as terrifying predators, while others see them as far preferable to 

humans. In The Wolf Wilder both are true, the fierce simplicity of the wolves 
contrasting with the arrogant menace of the Tsar's army.  
 

The Cry of the Wolf by Melvin Burgess  
Everyone knows wolves died out in England hundreds of years ago - but in The 
Cry of the Wolf everyone is wrong. Wild wolf packs have been living secretly in 
the English landscape for centuries. Now they are being driven towards true 
extinction by a killer known as the Hunter, while a boy called Ben tries to 
protect the last surviving cub. This tough, vivid book was Burgess's first novel. 

It was runner-up for the Carnegie Medal in 1990, but it was just beaten to the 
prize by...  
 

Wolf by Gillian Cross  
Like The Cry of the Wolf, Cross's novel is a gripping story about a child 
encountering the brutal realities of a world beyond childhood. Cassy’s mother 

Goldie is obsessed with creating a play about wolves: 'The way we think about 
wolves is twisted up with the way we think about ourselves.' Cassy begins to 

have disturbing dreams of herself as Little Red Riding Hood, and to suspect that 
the truly dangerous wolf may be her absent father, about whom she knows 
nothing; that, as Angela Carter once wrote, 'the worst wolves are hairy on the 

inside'.  

 
Animal poems by Ted Hughes  
The human habit of making wolves into symbols might destroy the reality of 

the animal itself. 'Eyes / Have worn him away', Hughes writes in 

'Wolfwatching', of an animal diminished by life in a zoo. 'He's a tarot-card, and 

he knows it'. But another poem, 'Wolf', gives us a creature beyond symbolism: 

the Iron Wolf, who ‘Stands on the world with jagged fur,’ who ‘Licks the world 

clean as a plate / And leaves his own bones.’ 


