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COLOUR OF PEOPLE BY MAURICIO NEGRO 
 
 

About the book 
 
People come in different colours. But no matter what they look like, people all eat 
when they’re hungry, shiver when they’re cold, smile when they’re happy. 
Originally published in Brazil, this wordless picturebook takes a playful look at the 
idea of race, and shows us that we are all the same – whatever colour we happen 
to be. 
 
Little Island is committed to publishing books that break down prejudice and 
remind young readers that all people are equal. Following the success of Declaration 
of the Rights of Boys and Girls (2017), a picturebook about being your true self 
regardless of gender, Colour of People takes a close look at and through race and 
colour, revealing a simple truth: difference is only skin deep and we are all the same. 
 
The wordless nature of this beautiful picturebook also makes it accessible to 
readers of any age and of any background, with no barriers of language for non-
English speakers. 
 
 
About the author/il lustrator 
 
Mauricio Negro is a Brazilian graphic artist, illustrator and writer. He has 
collaborated on over one hundred books by Brazilian and foreign writers for more 
than twenty years. He uses natural pigments, recycled material, organic elements 
and technology to create his work.  
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ACTIVITES 
 

 
Before you open the book, look at the cover. 
What do you see? 
Do the pictures on the cover tell you anything about what the book might be 
about? 
 
What do you think of the title? 
Does that give you any clues? 
Does the phrase ‘colour of people’ remind you of anything? (Try saying it 
backwards!) 
 
Now open the book. 
Go from page to page. 
 
Each page has a picture of a child on one side and a picture of a different child on 
the opposite page. 
When you look at two pages together like that, its’ called a ‘double-page spread’. 
That means that the two pages are meant to be looked at together, not first one 
and then the other.  
Go through the book and look at each double-page spread.  
 
There is something that is usually in a book that is not here. What is it? Why do 
you think the person who made the book didn’t bother with that? 
 
What do you notice about the pairs of pictures? Is there any connection between 
what the child on the left-hand page is doing and what the child on the right-hand 
page is doing? 
 
What are the things that make the pictures the same? And what are the things that 
make the pictures different? 
 
Are the kids in the pictures doing things that you do? 
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How many colours of people does the book show? 
 
Which is your favourite double-page spread?  
Describe it to your friend or your teacher, and tell them why you like it. 
 
Do the pictures in your favourite spread tell you anything about what the people 
in the pictures are feeling?  
How do you know?  
Do you think the colour of a person’s skin affects how they feel? 
 
What does this book make you think about? 
 
Have you got a friend who is a different colour from you or who is from a 
different country from you?  
What makes that person your friend? 
 
In some places, everyone is more or less the same colour. Why do you think that 
is? 
 
But even if all the people in one place are more or less the same colour, there are 
often still colour differences between them. Some people have black hair or 
brown hair or blond hair or red hair, for example.  
What else can be a different colour?  
 
Sometimes people like to change things about themselves and how they look. For 
example, some people wear lipstick or eyeshadow to change the colour of part of 
their face. What do you think about that? Is it a fun thing to do?  
 
What else could you do to change how you look?  
 
What about the clothes people wear?  
What kind of clothes do you wear to school? Do you wear the same clothes when 
you are going to a party or playing a match or going to church or to the 
supermarket or to a concert?  
Why or why not?  
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Sometimes if you go on a parade or to a festival, you can have your face painted. 
Do you think that is fun?  
What kind of design or colour would you like to have painted on your face?  
 
Are there other ways to change your appearance for fun? Like what? 
 
Do you think people have the same feelings, no matter where they come from or 
whatever colour they are? How do you know? 
 
Sometimes people can be nasty to other people because of the colour of their 
skin. Why do you think they do that?  
If you saw or heard someone being nasty to a person because they were a 
different colour, what would you think about that? 
Would you do anything about it? What would you do? 
 
What other kinds of differences can there be between people? 
 
Imagine if everyone was the same: everyone had the same colour skin, the same 
colour hair, the same colour eyes, everyone was the same height and the same 
weight and everyone was good at the same things (like football or singing or 
maths, for example) and bad at the same things (like football or singing or maths), 
and everyone could run exactly as fast as everyone else. Would that be good? Why 
or why not? 
 
What do you think of this book? 
Would you show it to someone else – your mum or dad or your friend? 
What would you tell them about it? 
 
Close the book and look at the name of the author. The author is also the 
illustrator. How do we know that? 
 
The author has a name that would be unusual in Ireland or in the UK.  
Where do you think he might come from?  
See if you can find out by looking carefully at the book.  
See if you can find out a few things about Mauricio Negro’s his country.  

 


