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ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

I’m Aislinn O’Loughlin. I grew up in Dublin, on a diet of fairy tales and 

horror stories – often at the same time. (My biggest fear was the Big 

Bad Wolf escaping his story to eat me.) After writing several books in 

my teens, I worked as a storyteller and creative-writing teacher before 

moving to Toronto, where I sometimes took my kids to daycare in a 

sled. (Yes, really!) These days, I live in Waterford with my scientist 

husband, three brilliant children and two evil genius cats. The Big Bad 

Wolf is welcome any time. 

 

A TINY BIT ABOUT THE BOOK 

The seeds of Big Bad Me were planted back in my childhood. (Blame my 

dad and his monster-hunting – don’t ask!) Then, when I was older, 

Buffy played a part. That’s all I’m saying. And living in Toronto had 

something to do with it too.   

But I am not telling you any more. You have to look at the cover, think 

about the title and read the book if you want to know more.  

 

  



BEFORE YOU READ 

So, what do you think of the cover? Not going to lie: I literally cried 

when I saw it. Happy tears, I mean – I adore my cover. But what about 
you?  

Do you like/not like it? Can you say why or why not? You don’t have 
to like it, but it would be good to have a think about it, so here are a 
few questions to consider. 

What does the front cover tell you about the book? As you 

probably know, the publisher gives the cover artist a ‘design brief’ 

before the artist gets to work, and that document tells the artist what 

kind of vibe the publisher wants the book to convey. What kind of vibe 

do you pick up from this cover? What type of story would you expect 

this to be? Comedy, horror, romance, fantasy, adventure … or 

something else? Can you identify what it is about the cover that makes 

you think that? 

What do you think the three main characters will be like, based 

on their pictures? Do you think you will like/dislike them? Do you think 

you’ll have a favourite? (it might be fun to write this down, before you 

start reading. Then you can come back and check in with your past-self 

as you read and see if your answers change.)  

What did you notice about the extra details, on the front and 

back?  What do you think they tell you about the story? 

Looking at the cover, who do you think is the ‘Big Bad Me’ in this 

story?  

Which brings me to the title. The title of a book is just as important 

as the cover when it comes to grabbing the potential reader’s attention. 

Some titles hint at what the story is about. Some make you laugh. Some 

raise important ideas or questions, and invite you to pick up the book to 

find the answer. And some are just playful. The important thing about a 

title is that it should make the reader want to know more.  

So what do you think about ‘Big Bad Me’ as a title? Do you like it? 

Do you think it works? Why/Why not? Why do you think I chose it for 

the book? What do you think I wanted that title to say about the story 

before the reader even opens the book?  



And finally, most importantly, before we start reading this book:  

If you saw Big Bad Me in a bookshop or library, would you pick it 

up? Why/Why not?  

 

  



WHILE YOU READ 

Let’s dive into the story! Starting, unsurprisingly, at the beginning. 

 

15 ½ years ago….  
(aka The Sneaky Prologue)  

 

You probably noticed this first chapter wasn’t numbered, like the rest. 

That’s because it’s what’s called a ‘prologue’: a chapter or scene that 

comes at the start of a book (or movie) before the main story kicks off. 

Prologues are used to introduce important information like, say, 

background details or characters – things that are connected to the 

main narrative, but don’t quite fit into it (at least, not in a way that’s 

immediately obvious). 

Prologues often take place a long time ago or to characters who don’t 

show up until much later in the story, if at all, but they’re usually 

exciting and intriguing. They help draw readers into the action, and 

leave them wanting to find out the relevance of what they’ve just read. 

As a matter of fact, the scene that is now the prologue to Big Bad Me 

didn’t start out as a prologue. Originally it was in a different part of the 

book, but in the end, I felt it worked better at the start, and so that’s 

where I put it. I didn’t call it a prologue, though, because some people 

don’t like prologues and skip them, which would be a shame, as there is 

information there that is important to how the story develops.  

How do you think this chapter works as an opening to the 

story? Do you find it exciting or intriguing? Did anything surprise you 

about it? Did it make you laugh, or feel sad or scared? Why/Why not?    

What are your first impressions of the characters we meet in this 

chapter? Is there anyone you particularly like or dislike? What to you 

think of their relationships? Do you expect to meet any of them again 

throughout the story? Who, and why? 

How do you think the events of the prologue will affect what 

happens next? 

 

 



Chapters 1-7  
 

If you’ve read these chapters, you will have met the main characters: 

Evie, Teenage Kate and Kevin. 

What are you first impressions of these characters? Do their 

personalities match up to what you expected from the cover? Is there 

anyone in particular you like or dislike? 

Do you like or dislike the sisterly dynamic between Kate and Evie? 

Do you think it’s a healthy one? Why/why not? 

What about the other characters? What’s your first impression of 

Zoe, Chris and Rom? And who do you think Ashton is? Who do you 

like/dislike so far? (Both in personality and when it comes to who was 

fun to read, which isn’t always the same thing.)  

What role do you think these characters might play in the rest of 

the story?  

What do you think is going on in Brightside, based on what we’ve 

seen so far? Why would Evie and Kate’s mother have come here? What 

do you think Kevin knows? How/Why? 

Did these chapters go where you were expecting them to, or did 

anything surprise you?  

And … what do you make of the two alternating points of view? 

Does it help that you see two characters’ different views on the story? If 

I’d told it all from, say, Kate’s point of view how do you think that would 

have changed the way the story comes across to the reader? Or Evie’s?  

Can you see how using the two different points of view helped me to 

make the story work? Of course, writing two points of view comes with 

its own problems. You have to make sure there’s enough story to split 

between the two characters. And you have to make sure the two ‘voices’ 

sound sufficiently different.  

Do you think Evie and Kate’s chapters sound different from each 

other? Do you notice any difference in the style or tone of the two 

narratives? Do you have a favourite sister to read? Why/Why not? 

Having Kate’s point of view means we get more insight into the secrets 

she is keeping from Evie. What do you think about the fact she is 



hiding so much from her sister?  Why do you think she finds it hard to 

tell Evie the truth? What do you think you would do, in Kate’s position? 

How do you think Evie will feel when she finds out the truth? How 

would you feel?  What would you do next? 

 

 

Chapters 8–16  
 

In this part of the novel, Evie learns some new skills, discovers strange 
fuzzy-feelings for Kevin and tries a very different sort of hot drink. 

Meanwhile, Kate goes searching for their Mom, makes some new friends 
– and keeps her same old feelings for Kevin (with a little extra irritation).  

What were your first impressions of the new characters we met 

in this section (e.g: Felix, Cass, Miriam the Coffeeshop Lady, Officer 

Jonson etc)? Any you particularly liked/disliked? Or trusted/mistrusted? 

Why/Why not? What role do you think any of them might play in the 

story as it progresses?  

We learned a bit more about Dr Wilder in this section too. What do 

you think happened to her after the ‘Batman’ video? Do you have 

any theories on who ‘Batman’ might be? What do you think his role is in 

this story or in Dr Wilder’s disappearance?  

What do you think is happening in Brightside now? Mysterious, 

eh? 

What do you think of Kevin so far? Has your opinion of him changed 

since the earlier chapters? Do you trust/distrust him? What do you think 

his motives are for befriending and helping Evie? Do you think your 

opinion of Kevin would be different if you were only reading the story 

from, say, Kate’s point of view?    

The sisters are both lying to ‘protect’ each other now! Do you think 

they are right to? Do you understand why they feel they need to? Is 

there a better way they could resolve their conflicting interests? What 

effect do you think that would have on the story? 

 



 

Chapters 17–23  
 

Well, that escalated quickly, eh? This section really puts our girls (and 
Kevin) through the wringer – emotionally and physically!  

Did you enjoy reading the fighting, vamp-dusting and more gory 

sections? Why/Why not? What do you think makes a good action 

sequence, in a book? What about a bad one?  

What do you think the differences are between reading an action 

scene and watching one? Can you think of any advantages or 

disadvantages for each medium? Which do you prefer? 

The girls react very differently after their encounter with the first 

vampire. Both are upset, of course, but Evie is angry and wants to hunt 

down the rest of Ashton’s Army. Kate, meanwhile, feels ill and guilty – 

not just about Cass and Felix, but about the vampire she killed. Why do 

you think their responses are so different? Do you think their 

reactions make sense, given their personalities? How do you think you’d 

react to staking a vampire?   

There were a lot of twists and betrayal in these chapters. Did anything 

in particular take you by surprise? Is there anything you saw 

coming? If so, when did you suspect it, and why? Do you think you 

would have suspected anything, in Kate’s position? Why/Why not? 

Looking back on your first impressions of the characters in these 

chapters how have your feelings changed? Is there anyone you like 

that you disliked? Anyone you disliked that you like now? Have 

personalities or relationships developed in a way that surprised you?  

What do you think Kevin is going to reveal in the next chapter? 

How do you think you’ll feel about him after that? How will Evie feel 

about him, do you think?  

 

 

 

 



Chapters 24–32  
 

We get Kevin’s backstory in this part of the novel, and we also see Kate 

waking up and discovering she’s a vampire.  

Kevin’s backstory also functions as Ashton and Chris’s backstory, and 

there’s a lot going on. What did you think of these chapters? Did 

anything surprise you about the characters or events? Was there 

anything you were expecting to read that did/didn’t happen?  

Did the backstory chapters change how you feel about any of the 

characters? Why/how? Do you think it has changed how Evie and Kate 

see Kevin (and Chris)? What would you have done in Kevin or Chris’s 

situation? What about Ashton’s? 

Kate is obviously devastated when she wakes up to find she’s a vampire. 

How do you think Evie feels, seeing Kate’s reaction? How do you 

think Kevin feels, seeing someone else go through what he did? Do you 

think they handle Kate’s reaction well/badly? Why/why not? 

Although angry, the three main characters have very different reactions 

when Felix shows up. Do you think their responses are in keeping 

with their personalities so far? Why/why not? How would you have 

reacted, if you were there? What do you think Evie would have done, if 

she hadn’t heard Felix’s pulse? 

What do you think of Felix’s revelation about Ashton’s plan to 
burn the house down, and his offer to help stop the vampires? Do you 

trust/distrust him? Do you think the characters should trust/forgive him? 

Has anything Felix has said or done in this section changed the way you 
feel about him? What would you do next? Chapters 33–39  

 
And we all lived happily ever after, the end … 

 
A ‘good’ ending to a story doesn’t always mean a happy one, but it was 
important for me to leave my characters in a place that was happy, 
secure and safe (if you ignore the killer monster in the cage beside 
them, I mean). They’d been through so much already, I felt like that 
odd supernatural-style of normal – a ‘little monster family’ eating pie and 
plotting their next monster hunting expedition together – was exactly 

what they needed. But I needed some last-minute twists and turns to 
make that happy ending feel well-earned. 



What did you think about Kevin’s ‘double-cross’? Did you really 

think he’d turned on the girls? I mean, he’d been quite a good guy up to 

now. But it was, after all, family loyalty that drove Kevin’s ‘betrayal’ of 

Evie and Kate, and that’s a big thing in their story also. Would you have 

believed it if you were Evie? What about Kate? Why/why not? Did you 

spot any of the hints Kevin was trying to drop?  

What about the other twists in this part of the book (such as the 

truth behind ‘Zoe’s’ texts or Kevin’s not-quite-de-vamping)? Did you 

expect these plots to turn out the way they did? If so, why? If not, what 

did you expect to happen instead?  

Was there anything else that took you by surprise in this section? 

Or anything you expected to happen that didn’t? How do you feel about 

the way these last chapters played out?  

Felix’s character arc took him from friend to traitor and back to ally. 

How do you feel about him after these last chapters? Do you 

think he redeemed himself? Do you think he forgives himself? How do 

you think Evie, Kate and Kevin feel about him now?    

Kate freezes when they finally find Dr Wilder. Why do you think that 

is? What do you think she is afraid or ashamed of, after that night? Do 

you think she should be?   

Zoe doesn’t get as much page-time as the other characters. Based on 

what you saw, what sort of a person do you think Zoe is in her 

day-to-day life? How do you think she will get on in the ‘monster world’? 

Do you think Evie and Kate’s perception of Zoe changed from the 

beginning of the book? Did yours? How/why?  

What did you think of the ending? Did you enjoy it? Or not? 

Look back at the characters on the cover. Do you remember your 

first impression of them, before you read the story? Has that impression 

changed, at all? Who did you expect to like/dislike? Who did you actually 

like/dislike? Did this surprise you? Why/Why not?   

 

  



AFTER READING 

Well, I hope you enjoyed my cosy, bloody, monster-packed romp 

through snowy Canada as much as I enjoyed writing it. Before I finish, 

here are a few more things to think about, if you’d like to.  

 

Genres and themes 
 

In case you don’t know what ‘genre’ means, it’s just a fancy word for 
the type of story: crime, romance, horror, dystopian, science fiction etc. 

Not every story fits neatly into one category. 

Big Bad Me is a bit of a ‘genre-bender’: it doesn’t fit neatly into one or 

even two genres. It’s urban fantasy, for sure, but it’s also been called a 

comedy-horror, a cosy supernatural-mystery, a fantasy-thriller and even 

a rom-com. (I think Rom would be happy with that one.) 

What genre – or genres – do you think best describes Big Bad 

Me? Have you read any other books in those genres? How do you think 

Big Bad Me compares to these books? In what ways is it similar? In 

what ways is it different? 

Each of the characters in Big Bad Me is going through their own issues 

and struggles. What themes do you think Big Bad Me deals with? 

How are they presented? Do you think these themes are 

relevant/relatable to teenage readers? Can you think of other books 

dealing with similar themes? How are the themes presented and dealt 

with in these books, compared to here? 

 

Tropes 

‘Way to trope, vampires!’ 

A ‘trope’ is any type of figure of speech, theme, image, character, 

or plot element, especially one that’s been used a lot, in a way that 

makes it instantly recognisable to the reader. So, even if you’re not 

familiar with the word ‘trope’, I bet you know one when you see it: the 

Hot Vampire Bad Boy with a Tragic Backstory, for example. Or the 



Reluctant-but-Badass Hero. Or the Missing Parent, or the Mysterious 

Stranger who Kicks off your Adventure by Shattering Your Worldview. 

There’s a lot of tropes in Big Bad Me, and the characters are all well 

aware of the tropes from their own genre – but that doesn’t stop them 

walking straight into them! Kevin still does his self-loathing ‘I’m 

dangerous, leave me alone’ speech, although Evie recognises it for 

exactly that and calls him out on it. Evie attempts the ‘running away to 

protect my loved ones’ move, only for Kevin to predict it and stop her. 

And Kate’s a Stoic Badass even when Kevin’s begging her to let him 

help.  

Have you read any other books – or watched any shows or movies – 

featuring werewolves, vampires or other monsters? How similar 

or dissimilar do you think they were to Big Bad Me? What did they have 

in common/what made them different (tone, genre, action etc)? Did you 

spot any similar topics or themes? Can you spot any common tropes?  

Did Big Bad Me do anything you would or wouldn’t expect from 

a monster story? If so, how? And why, do you think? Did you like/dislike 

that about the story?  

Do you have a favourite trope? What is it, and why? 

 

Pop Culture References 

As a tropey, self-aware story, it made sense that my characters would 

be fans of shows like Buffy The Vampire Slayer, Supernatural and 

Stranger Things. But they watch other things too, especially Marvel and 

Disney movies, and both sisters reference some classic horror. There are 

other, less obvious references snuck in there too (I wonder how many 

you spotted.)  

Did you like the pop culture references in Big Bad Me? Do you 

think they made the book more enjoyable, or less? What do you think 

the advantages to including these sort of references and jokes are? 

What about potential problems? 

Can you think of other shows or books that use pop culture 

references? What references do you think you would make, if you were 



writing a book or show like this? 

Are there any other shows, movies or books you think Evie, Kate 

or Kevin should have referenced in Big Bad Me? Why? Why do you think 

they didn’t? 

Do you think Big Bad Me would be as enjoyable to read ten years 

from now as (hopefully) it was when you read it? Why? Why not?  

Can you think of any books, stories, movies or shows from ten or 

twenty years ago that feel just as relevant today as when they came 

out? What do you think helps keep a story relevant for future 

generations? Which books, movies or shows from today do you think will 

stand the test of time? Which do you think won’t? Why/Why not? 


