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tantalising tanzanit
e

Sarah JeSSica Parker wearS  
a necklace deSigned by  

kat Florence Featuring a 
423-carat tanzanite. it Sold 

For hk$2.36 million at the 
magniFicent Jewellery charity 

auction in  hong kong in June, 
Setting a record For the Stone

Emeralds are right at home set in 
masterpieces. These sensational 
pieces have Charlene Co green 
with envy

Give your fingers some breathing 
room with these chic open rings

Bulgari

up 
close

jewelled crafts 
From left: Diana Zhang;   
Orchid King hairpin

GorGeous 
Greens

amous for its vivid 
green hue, the 
emerald is revered 
by jewellers and 
connoisseurs, 
and is among the 
most valuable of 

gemstones. Unrivalled when it comes 
to the intensity of its colour, the crème 
de la crème of beryls is perhaps the 
only gemstone where inclusions are 
tolerated. And those in immaculate 
condition, well, they’re destined for 
museums or masterpieces. 

Bulgari’s Italian Extravaganza 
necklace, one of the key pieces of the 
Magnificent Inspirations high jewellery 
collection, is a prime example of a 
flawless emerald put to good use. 
The necklace features an astounding 
17-carat round emerald complemented 
by flawless diamonds and emeralds. 

Designer Cindy Chao enriches 
her Four Seasons collection with a 
beautifully crafted floral bangle that 
highlights a cabochon emerald amid 
diamonds and tsavorites. Chao crafted 
this piece using a 360-degree gem-
setting technique, which guarantees 
perfect pavé setting from all angles.

Graff, a brand known for its 
fondness for huge, flawless gemstones, 
impresses with its diamond-studded 
Secret Carved Emerald Watch, which 
features a 33.7-carat emerald carved 
with flowers. It took Graff ’s craftsmen 
more than 200 hours of work to 
mount, set and polish the diamonds in 
this remarkable secret watch.

Newcomer Nirav Modi from India, 
meanwhile, has chosen two perfectly 
cut Colombian emeralds from its 
trove of gemstones and transformed 
them into floral dangling earrings 
surrounded by diamonds. 

Not to be outdone, Tiffany & Co 
has created a striking set comprising 
emerald and diamond drop earrings 
and an emerald-set ring in platinum.

Cindy Chao

Graff

Nirav Modi

diana zhang
jewellery designer

BaCKgrOUnd
Born in northeast China, 
diana zhang moved to 
guangzhou with her family at 
a time when China was just 
beginning to open its doors to 
the world. as a teenager during 
this invigorating period, she was 
fascinated by the modernisation 

and innovation that 
blossomed across 
the country with the 
end of the Cultural 
revolution. it was 
in this environment 
that she developed a 
passion for the arts 
and making jewellery.

wOrK eThiC
Diana is a self-taught 
jeweller and drew on 

her natural talent, persistence 
and creativity to master the 
craft. she also happens to be 
a perfectionist, and personally 
selects and scrutinises every 
one of the gemstones and 
diamonds—including meleé 
stones—that go into her 
jewellery. it’s a painstaking 

process that she takes very 
seriously, and a single piece 
of jewellery typically takes her 
between 10 months and two 
years to complete.
 
inTernaTiOnal sTage
In 2013 at Baselworld, 
diana met the chief executive 
of renowned French antique 
house Martin du daffoy, 
Cyrille de Foucaud, who later 
travelled to hong Kong to visit 
her workshop. he recognised 
her remarkable talent and 
invited her to exhibit alongside 
Martin du daffoy at the 2014 
Biennale des antiquaires 
in Paris. in doing so, diana 
became the first female 
jewellery designer to take part 
in the prestigious event.
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