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The Ponytail Palm is not really a palm. It is a relative of the Yucca plant and is a
member of the Agave family and therefore a succulent. Its trunk resembles an
elephants foot and is topped with grass like leaves with edges that can be sharp. It is
a very slow growing plant that is easy to grow and if given the proper conditions and
time, can grow up to 8 feet tall.
Light
A Ponytail Palm grows best in very bright indirect light and would do best in an east
facing window.
Water
Over watering is just about the only way to kill a Ponytail Palm. Always allow the soil to
thoroughly dry out before watering.
Fertilizer
Fertilize a Ponytail Palm monthly during the spring and summer with a basic
houseplant food at 1/2 the recommended strength. If the soil is very dry, use plain
water first, then the water containing plant food. This prevents the burning the roots.
Temperature
Ponytail Palms like warm temperatures above 60 degrees. They can survive
temperatures in the 50's but don't grow as well. These plants, unlike a lot of exotic
tropical houseplants, like dry hot heat.
Humidity
A Ponytail Palm needs very little humidity and does well in warm dry air.
Pests
Mealy Bugs, Spider Mites and Soft Brown Scale are the common pests that can infest
these plants.
Soil
The soil of a Ponytail Palm needs to dry out so use a fast draining light soil with a lot of
sand in it. This helps to prevent over-watering and root rot.

Pot Size
If you want to keep a Pony Tail Palm small, because you don't have much room, keep
it in a small pot. When you move a Ponytail Palm to a larger pot, the trunk can
expand and the Ponytail Palm grows faster.

Pruning
It's okay to trim the brown ends off the leaves of a Pony Tail Palm.
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