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Tradescantia zebrine houseplants are fast growing easy care plants. The colorful zebra patterned
leaves are green with purple stripes and a silver shine. The underside of the leaf is a deep purple or
magenta color. The Fluminensis variety has small solid green leaves and white flowers while the
Palida variety has purple leaves with white, purple, or pink flowers. These plants have a very low
toxicity in that the sap from the leaf could cause skin irritation and should be kept away from pets
and children.

Light
Tradescantia zebrine like bright indirect light so an east facing would be best. The better the light,
the more flowers and colorful leaves it produces. Direct sun can cause leaf fading.

Water
Water well and then allow the top 2 or 3 inches of soil to dry out before watering again. If the soil
stays too dry and the plant is in bright light, the leaves become stunted the leaves lose color.

Fertilizer
Feed monthly, when the plant is growing, with a water-soluble houseplant food at 1/2 the
recommended strength. Using a plant food high in nitrogen helps produce more colorful leaves.
Avoid over fertilizing.

Temperature
Grows well in temperatures between 60-80 degrees.

Humidity
Average to higher household humidity is best. If the air is too dry, the leaf tips burn and turn brown.

Flowering
In ideal growing conditions, it produces small white, pink, or purple flowers.

Pests
Although fairly pest resistant, aphids, soft brown scale and mealy bugs can be problems

Diseases
The high humidity Tradescantia zebrine plants prefer encourages fungal and bacterial infections.

Soil
The soil should be well- aerated soil that drains quickly.

Pot Size
A fast growing plant so check the root-ball frequently to see if it needs re-potting.

Pruning
The vines can get very long and leggy as the plant matures. Do not hesitate to prune a
Tradescantia zebrine plant. When pruning, always cut off the long stems above a leaf node (where
the leaf is attached to the stem). It often takes a while for the trimmed stems to bush out again, so
be patient.

Tradescantia zebrine inch plant, spiderwort, wandering dude
(also trandescantia fluminensis)
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