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Croton plants are popular indoor houseplants that have hard, leathery leaves in red,
yellow, green, orange, and black. The leaf shapes on a Croton Plant can be long,
narrow, wide, or elliptical. Individual leaves and entire Croton plant branches can be
used in flower arrangements. Croton plants are a little temperamental and not as
forgiving as some other houseplants, but are a bright addition to any home or office.
Light
Croton houseplants need bright light to maintain their colorful leaves. If there is
insufficient light, new leaves are green and not predominantly yellow, red, or orange.
Too much direct sun causes phototoridation, a condition that makes Croton leaves
gray and dull looking.
Water
Allow the top 25%-30% of the soil to dry out before watering. Crunchy leaves indicate
over-watering. Leaves become soft and droop when your plant needs water. When a
croton is severely over or under-watered leaves drop off.
Fertilizer
Fertilize a croton monthly in the spring and fall and every two weeks in the summer
with a basic houseplant food diluted to 1/2 the recommended strength. If your Croton
is in a bright sunny spot, but the new leaves are coming in green, reduce the amount
of plant food. Too much fertilizer can also cause the leaves to curl.
Temperature
Croton Plants prefer warm temperatures between 60°-80°.
Humidity
High humidity is a plus.
Pests + Diseases
Crotons are susceptible to Mealy Bugs, Brown Soft Scale, Spider Mites.
Fungal and bacterial infections may occur because of the humid environment and
moist soil crotons require.
Soil
Use a rich potting soil for your croton houseplants. The soil should be loose and drain
well but still retain water.
Pot Size
Re-pot a croton to the next size pot when its roots have filled the existing container.
Be sure there are drip holes in the bottom of the pot so excess water can drain.
Pruning
Trim the stem tips of your croton to encourage new growth and keep the plant bushy
and full.
Poisonous Plant Info
These plants are considered poisonous and should be kept away from pets and
children

NPK

croton plant petra croton, croton mammy, etc. codiaeum variegatum


