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This fern has long, erect, leathery, apple-green fronds that never split. The wide
rippled leaves of a Bird’s Nest fern emerge from a central rosette or crown that looks
like a fuzzy brown funnel. When the new fronds first emerge, they resemble little bird
eggs which is why we call it a Bird’s Nest fern. It’s important to never get water on the
crown or it will develop plant diseases. The tongue shaped fronds of a Bird’s Nest fern
are fragile so put it where it can’t be bumped. The unique attractive Bird’s Nest fern
requires quite a bit of care and is not a good plant for beginners. This plant is non
poisonous.
Light
A Bird’s Nest fern does well in medium indirect light. The distinctive bright green
leaves become pale when exposed to too much light. Direct sun causes unsightly
burn marks on the leaves of a Bird's Nest Fern.

Water
Keep the soil of a Bird's Nest fern moist but never soggy at all times.

Fertilizer
Fertilize this plant once or twice in the spring and summer, when the fern is actively
growing. Over-fertilization causes more problems for a Bird's Nest fern than never
fertilizing at all. Use a balanced plant food diluted to 1/2 the recommended strength.

Temperature
A Bird's Nest fern likes temperature between 70°-90° during the day and about 10°
cooler at night. These ferns grow slowly when the temperature is not within this
range and leaves are damaged by hot or cold drafts. The base of the fronds turn
yellow when the temperature is too warm.

Humidity
High humidity is essential for a Bird's Nest fern.

Pests + Diseases
A Bird's Nest fern is susceptible to Mealy Bugs, Soft Brown Scale and Aphids.
Birds Nest Ferns are susceptible to bacterial and fungal diseases especially if leaves
are NOT kept dry at all times.

Soil
Bird's Nest ferns grow well in a soil high in organic material that holds water but is still
loose.

Pot Size
As a Bird's Nest fern grows and its roots fill the existing container, re-pot to the next
size container. Be sure there are drip holes in the bottom of any pot you use.
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